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t- Burthar you mdythe more Rſprormeyouremepin (hal 
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fuffe, to go inſearchof your Materia prime, which is very calic 
+to be-foond, "if you have any acquaintance with Hebe the dairy- 
"Maidwhiclikeepsxhc'key of the Chaos where Fwpiter and Mer- 
'turie throw in their old' boots : when you perceive it, quickly 
rake hold of ir ;-tor it lookes like the quinteſſence of a Sarabrand, 
cor the\elixar of 's fig -and be ſure to carry itupon a trencher, 
of forhe »othereloſe Fer fort is ſo yolatile; that if it once get a- 
nay: 'from'you; yournay, as Averroes learnedly obſerves, catci i 
if you can.: Thereare ſeverall other rules tobe obſerved inir, of 
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Sober Fuſtfication and Defe 

heir free and open Expoſetion of Scriptures. 

Bs WHE RE IN 7” 

and very plainly ſhewed that Chriſtians, that | 


renot Preachers in Office,not onely may, but ought freely ** 
*toExpound Scripture oneto another : And this 
- without any prejudice tothe Preachers Office. 


William Sheppard Eſq. 
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Letters of ſome Minifters in the Country, ſent to 
the Author touching the work... 


LEE LONDON, LAVA - '& 
Printed for 7; Brewſter, andare to be ſold at his Shop at 
|. the Three Bibles in Pauls Church-yard neerthe _* 
L Weſt-end, 165 2, 
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To the Right Honourable, 

OLIVER CROMWEL.. 

' Lord Generall of all the Forces 
of the Parhament of 


EN GLAND. 


_ Mayit pleaſe your Excellency, 
BSSNRKS N the battaile that was 
LN = fought between Iſrael and 
S Amelek , whiles Moſes 
=> held up his hands lſrael 
| 59 prevailed. By whicheleva- 
IV” tion, wee can underſtand 
nothing elſe but the geſture of prayer : 
that Moſes was ſeeking God whites the 
reſt were fighting. And by that he prevai- 
led with God, and Ifſracl 
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The F Epiſtle T Oalicaturic. 
. the Ama And truly ( wy Lord ) 
Y rig your perſonal valour be deſervedly 
famous, yetcan I not bur. beleeve thar you 
have - prevailed. more ae lifting up your 
handsro God in prayer, then you havedone 
by lifting up your hands againſt men in | 
hghting. And- this prayer  preluppoleth WK 
Faith, for how ſhall they call upon himin | 
=p -they have not beleeved, Rom: 10, i © 
- Andthis is that glorious and viori- 
Tas grace by which «4 Antient Worthies. 
Se oth +35ſubdued Kingdomes , Ont of weakneſs were 
made ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight 
the Armies of the Aliens, xc, And this Faith 
” preſuppoſcth. knowledge of Gods Word: 
B - tor, Haw ſhall they beleerve in him of whom they 
"=  baye:wt heard. Kid of this, and 1 in ſome e. 
minent degree, you haye given ſufficience. 
E vidence by. your Prophet-like Expoicion &: 
Keats adex. FPPcntiontherof to thoſe-who have bin a- 
|  emplum, &c, bour: you who have bin hereby x "rovoked to 
E--..- - —_— Such, Officers as x6. ſhould the 
Lo! 4.0 Hoſts. and the Lamb have in bis. 
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* 14. That meditate in the book of his Law day 


EE - nig be, a1 doe not ſuffer it to depart out of theix 
| mouths: Joſh. 3. 8. Hence' it is that you 
'- have conquered Nations, Towns; and Ar- 
Mmies not a few, that your way hath been 
proſperous, and you ORs good ſuccels 
[ Fn: r. 8. For the Lord yonr God hath been 
| -withyou whitherſoever you harve gone. And now 
- that you canafter all this with an humble 
- Spirit (your greateſt glorie) in holy ackriow- 
ledgments caſt your ſelfe at Gods feet and 
| fay, This is (as indeed it is) the Lords doing. 
_ Pal: 118. 23. Not.unto. us, but to his namedbe pra. c:6.2,;/ 
 thepraiſe. Plal 115. 1- May notwelay then. 
without ſuſpition of flatterie of you, as was 
ſometimes ſaid of Jacob Gen. 32. 28..- 
As Prince haſt thou power with God and men, and 
_ buſt - {64a Thele things (in truth my 
_ Lord, and no ſelf biafſe) have prompted 
 metothis dedication, and oblation to your 
_ Excellencie, nor could I tell ro. whom it 
. Mightbe more due then to- your ſelfe. At 
| Ag whoſe 


rhe : piftle Dedicatorie. 
= whole feet therefore I doe lay and leaveir, 
= and if now it ſhall find favour in your 
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jit may be the more likely to provea | 
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J medicine that may doe a wonderfull cure. | * 
 Sohumbly begging pardon for my boldnes, | . 
=” andhoping that you will yet inereaſe more i * 
” rn 4; andmore, and yer doe more worthily, and | 
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$ bemore famous _ 
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LOA © ' Toall that love the Lord Jeſas Chrift. 


Dear Friends, | - + Say OE pt vr WE 
TW THO doth not know what a fire is kindled,, and what a 
K/A/ flometsblownup at this day from the bitter diviſions 
= i and contentions that are raiſed about dotirines and opi- 
nuns amongſt us that are brethren ? What rayling, what barking, 
what biting,what murnuring,what evil ſpealing 1s there amongſt ys 
by one againſt another ? As if we had all of us forgotten that we are Gen.13.8. 
brethren, the ſons of Sion, mothers children, Ephraim and Ma- 1f.11.13.66.y- 
naſſech; we! what we enyy, we hate, we be angry with, we ſpeqke Cant. 1.6. 
_ evill of one another 7 Do, we not know that a kingdom divi= Mart 3-24 
' dedcannot ſtand : that if we do bite one another, we ſball be de- : 
voured one of another? Do we not know,that where envying & ſtrife james 3.16. 
thtbere is confuſion & every evil work? Brethren theſe things ought | 
not to be ſo. What, is it any news to have divers men of diverg Pr0v-29.22, 
mindes; Is not the Proverb as true as old, So many men ſo many 
minds. May we not be of ſeveral mindes and opinions , and reaſon 
them out., and yet live topether in love and peace ? Tea doubtleſſe : | 
were it not for the make-bates, pride, anger, andſclf-love. But Proy.13.10. 29 
alas, for the beat that is herein amongſt us ! That men ſhould be ſo 2:2. 15.18. 
much tranſported, and run into ſuch extremities berein. To inſtance, Phil.2, 3. 4 
In the opinons about the Preachers Office, and about the Exerciſe ***** 
of the gift of Prophecy by men ont of Office. The People cry out a= 
gainſt the Miniſters and their Office as Antichriftian and ſinfull: 
the Miniſters cry out apainſt the People for taking upon them to 
Preach as an uſurpation on-the Miniſters Office,md a thing ſinful Divide &+ im- 
and dangerous , calling them Seducers, Impoſtors, Tub-preachers and P%. 
the like. And who doth not effie the Devils policy herein? to ſet 
all the Preacher s, People andOrdinances of God together by the ears, 
that they themſelves may root out and deſtroy one another. The 
nbich that we may prevent,let us look to it in time,and let us, what | 
. we may, allay this heat in our ſelves and others ; and yet lo contend 
for,as we may fnde out and retain all neceſſary truths : So, and not __ feof 
otherwiſe doe we enter upon the diſpute of the Point handled in this | 14 
Yau guarded, &t. 
Treatiſe: We cannot be ſilent whiles we read and hear the freeuſe 4 7obu Col- 
of the word of Cbrift forbidden' to the People of Chriſt,and there a lins vindiciz 
undamentall.truth, and neceſſary ordinance(as we take it ) oppoſed, Miniſterii. - 
but we muſt defend them and oppoſe the oppo ſers thereef. And yet 


whiles 


whiler we magnifie our gifted brethren, and their more private uſeof * 
"Fift, and this ſubordintte ordinance; our meaning is not tg : 


beat , arg cure the diſtempers, and to ſtay the extremities that are 
en bothfides, and if it be poſible to give ſatisfattion therein. And 


* -- » - Ourdefireis to; reaſon the caſe friendly and lovingly berein. It any 
 thinth the time unſeaſonable to publiſh this Doftrine, though a truth, 
as. that which in likelihood may make the diſtemper and diſeaſe prea- 
4 _ ' ter and worſe thennow it it ?. Ve cannot be of their opinion, unleſs 
# be unſeaſonable then to apply Phifick, when the diſeaſe i at the 
beight 3 or then to caſt on water, when the whole bouſe is on fire. 
 Thediſeaſes we aim at the cure of, are more then one; and our me- 
17 + - » icines bavereſpett to them all. If any Iart come by it, it muſt be by | 
accident, and bis fault that taketh it ; it is an offence taken, arid not 
grven : We do not therefore forbear to tell menit is lawfu!l to drink, 
or ta marry, although fome may take occaſion hereby. to drinh, too 
&: © :-,»> 7 much, orto marry more then one wife at once. Nor did the Apoſtle 
x Cor. 14: Therefore forbeare tomaintain. the lawfulneſſe of this 
«  thingzv.31. albeit there were then among ſt + Sag en diſdorder inthe 
' doing of it. v.26. However we cannot imagine how it can be worſe 
then now it is : for we doe not ebſerve any reſtraint herein at all, 
butt that herein men ſay and doe they pleaſe. If any judge this 
WD truth unneceſſary and not material to be made known ; we cannot be 
-m "1 2 of their mind neMher, but rather judge it to be a moſt waighty and 
_ .  matewal truth, and very —__ to be known. For the Scripture is 
Compare Our Souls meat, drink, andcloath, and the generall medicine for 
vobis Biblia Jhecureofallour ſoule diſeaſes ; the Scriptures teſtified of Chriſt, 
|  animz Phar- qd ſhew'ns the way to eternal life. Our difpute is about the right 
”- - maea, /aith uſe 


- __ 
A 


| Mp: f the Scripture , andbow it may become food ,. and warmth, 
one Divine, f $2 5 e RS : . 

rp _ Weqtin,ang cure to our Soules ; how we may 5 Chriſt by it, 
* 7 endby bim attain everlaſting life : And if this be not; what is 
+, ,_ _ .. Peigpty and material ? Wehope therefore, no hurt will come of it: 


" © _ However we have done  oxr endeavour to prevent it , and to do 
1 £00 oy it.: Mtg -it will ſatisfie #s that we have done it ſincerely : 
= 1 Whereefbe aſſured from, | 
BY _ I. +2 - . Yourtrue Chriſtian Friend 
v2 ; ROO. | we" a 
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: Peoples Priviledge and 
_ Duty Guarded. 
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CHAP. I. 


a Hat we be not miſtaken in this enſu- 
7 ing Treatiſe, we ſhall obſerve this 
| Method therein. - 
1. We ſhall lay dowg wherein we 
agree with the Preachers, and what 
it is that wegrant tothem. 
2. Wee ſhall lay down the things 


| wy 
| gee | : 
; herein they agree with Us, and 
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DOTY v8 what it is they grant to ns. : 
3» We ſhall lay down the things wherein .they and we E 
differ , andour reaſonsfor our Opinions. : 
4- Weſhall lay down the Preachers Arguments, where-  — 
by they endeavour to fortific their own,and overthrow our = 
pinions, and our Anſwers to them. | 


5. . We ſhall make ſome Application of the whole matter: 
And firſt of all, that we may not be hereby thought to ſmell 
of the Leycllers opinion, and to be an enemy to publike 
Preachers and preaching; and a friend to certain fanatical 
and vain perſons, opinions, and/praRiſes now amongſt us, 
deſtruftive to them : Wedo once forall give you our ſenſe  — 
hereabby theſe few enſuing Afſertions,which we agree with 
the Preachers tobe un quctioaeble and fundamental truths. 

Firſt, That there are,or ought to be in all theChurthesof 

Chriſt, regularly conſtituted, certain Officers, called _ 
TR Tas - LINES | | c , 
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2 * _ The Peoples Priviledge ant Duty guarded, 
hers Biſhops, Paſtors, Teachers , or Elders, whoſe Office i 
among} other things Y to'preach{ that is ) ſolemnly and 

ublikelyeo open & apply th Word f God to the people; 

Vehem. 9. Ath 15.22," Egheſ-4.11, 12. 1Cor.12,29, 

164. vTimg.17 mg. 

Secondly, That no man may take this Office upon him, 

but he that is called and Tec dpartt6 it, according to the 

Goſpel-way atid Rate; [Tim 5.22. TTiM.5.1, Aits 3.3, 


Thirdly, Theſs Officers are to be heard, acknowledged, 
{ tohonoured,maintained,countenanced,and __ 
thered in their Offices by the People, 1Theſ]:5. 12,1 4. Epheſ 
5.21, Heb.13-17-1Pet.2.13. : 
.*  Fourthly, The opinion denying Miniftery , is as badas 
the opinion denying Magiftracy ; aid both of them arc he- 
reticall dangerous and damnable, - 
E. _  Fifthly, That thepnblike arid common preaching of the 
= Wordþby ſuch Officers in the Churth of Chriſt, is the ſpecial 
©. and great ſtanding Ordinance'ofChriſtnow under the Go- 
b if lr the gathering to , and pas - of Saints in the 
Church, there to continue to the worlds end, Fpbeſ.4.11. 
Fer.3.15. 23-4: Meith.28.20. Rom:10.49:. 
 Weurterly diffike therefore all opinions and praiſes, 
\ thattend to the derogation or orefadlice of this Office, Or- 
- dinanceorMiniſtery ; which muſt be kepr ſafe and untou- 
ched, and we may not- endure to be ſpoken againſt. And 
thus much we'grant to the Preachers; and now-we ſhall lay 


bk. down what they grant to us. 
— CE: v--.. CHAP. IL 


- \ , Certain: Afſertions granted by the Preachers 
OY OB. - a | fo the People. f | 


JE PrextieraCor at lee foie of thens) ſeemr'to grant 
8 oo” prople F ___ + fon _ following 
Fr» That ſuch, as have not;been brought up in the Univer- 

| fit, 
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e Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment, 


. | : See M.Hall && 
lours of Arts may Common-pJace in a Chappel, to the end 37. Collins, 


that their abilities may be tryed and judged. 4. That the 2, Workman 


een and ſending from God, is the great and main 

thing herein. Fa That in extraordinary caſes, as where 

there is no regular Ocdination ; nor any poſhibility of 0v- 

taining it, as in caſe of perſecution, or the like : or when 

_ thepeople are diſperſed into Countries , where no regular 

Miniſter is to be had; or, where a Church. is tobe planted 

amongſt Tnfidels, and fo in the Infancy of a Church. Alſo 

In the corrupt and collapſed cate and general diſorder of 

a Church. So when the Church is in any danger; as in caſe 

of the lack ofa Pilot or Captaine, when the Shipis in dan- 

ger, or Souldiers are affaulted ;- the Marriners or Souldiers 

may appoint a Captain or Maſter of the Ship : So may the 

pope in theſe and ſuch like caſes ſet apart and appoint one 

of them(elves to this Office and here (as they ſay.) God 
 Cdothcall immediatly, and extraordinarily. 6, That eve- 

"ry privateman may in his family Catechiſe, Read, and Ex- 5,4 the yore of 
pound, and apply to his own family, ſomething from the thoſe ofthe 4/- 
Plain letter of the Scripture. 7. That every private Chri- eb of Di 

ian may privately and occaſionally, exhort, teach, com- Oo 02 Col. 
fort, reprove, and admonith his brother. $. That any ”'* © 
private Chriſtian may write upon any ſcripture, and ſo 
teach another by his pen. 9. That Chriſtians occaſionally 
'' Meeting together may repeate Sermons, relate ex periences, : 

; andconfer together, 10. That private-men may make an 
open Confeſhon of their Faith. 13. That Magiſtrates may 
give Charges, and make publike Specchcs, and exhortations 
tothe people. 12. I hat any man may make a publike 
Apologie or Defence to clear himſelf of unjuſt imputations 

2 B 2 publiqucly 


; 6 LT 8 1 ; ge 
- 


RT "CHAP;. II. 
© The Points wherein the Preachers and People differ. 


-{ Þ gifted andcalled (that is) defired by the people , may 
not ordinarily open and apply Scripture in the publike 
aſſemblies of a conſtituted Church without a Call, and ſo- 
1lemn ſetting apart to the Office. This point;the people de- 
ny-and oppoſe: And for the opening and clearing of their 
mindes and the truth herein, t 7 aftirm and maintain, as 
truths conducing thereunto, all theſe following points. 
7: That the Scriptures do as well belong to the People as to 

- the Preachers. 2. That the People as well as Preachers are 

toread and ftudy the Scriptures. 3. That the Expoſition of 

* theScriptures,as to the right uſeand underſtanding thereof, 
3s neceſſary to the People as well as to the Preachers. 4. That 
the Pcople,as well as Preachers,are to abound in the know- 

ledge of the Scriptures. 5. That the gift of Scripture-Ex- 
-polition,beingAa part of thatPropheſie, which doth now re- 
main, 8a gift common to all the People of Chriſt, outof 
Office,as wel.as to thie Preachers of Chrift in Office. 6.That 
the People may as well uſe the gift of Expounding of Scri- 
ptrires 2s the Preachers, 7.Thart ic is the duty of al i the Ped- 
ple of God, as well as of the Preachers to exponnd the Scri- 
ptures. $.That all Gods people may and ought to expound 

Scripture tothemſelves, and one to another. 9. That ſuch 

as haveany per gift herein above others,are ſo to excr- 

Ccife it, as may be moſt for the profit of others. 10. That 

"mice Expoſitions of the People, one to another, have been 

Fu dof God, forthe begetting and encreaſe of 


- TE Preachers affirm; Thar private perſons, though 


E | | Face int ce hearers. Thele later Points, we ſhall handle 
= - rt ofall,and reſerve the firſt Point to be' handled laſt of all. 
> -> _ Wee ſhall. begin with' the firft of theſe, namely, oy 

| the 
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againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment. 5 


'- ThiPoiut, we proveby theſe Reaſons ;- 1, The Scriptpres 
are given to Preachers and Peoplea like,Deut.29.29. The ſe- 
cret things belong to the Lord our God; but the revealed things to us 

attdour children for ever, Jude v. 3. It was givento the Saints, 

Jo.5.39: 2. They are moſt of them fent and dire&ed'to all 

 thePeople as well as to the Preachers of Chriſt: Rom. x. 7. 

Iv all the beloved of God, called to be Saints: 1 Cor.1.2. Tot 
Church of God, them that are ſan&ified.,c. Gal.1.2. Epheſ.1.1 
Tames'1.1. To the twelve Tribes, &c. 1 Pct. 1. To the ſtrangers 

' ſcattered, &c. Matt.1i1.15, 13. 43. Revel.2.7. Let bim that 

bath anear hear, ec. T0 

Objeft. It may be here objefcd againſt this, that the Epi- 
files to the Churches of Afia Rev. 2. are dire&ed to the An- 
gels (that.is) to the Miniſters of the Churches? 

To which we Anſwer,Firſt; The Angels there are taken 
CelleCtively for the wliole Church, as Exo0d:4.22. Iſrael my 54e the note by 
ſore. 2: It is clear] y expreſſed, Rev.2. 7, He that bath an ear them appointed 
let bim bear what the ſpirit ſaith to the Clarches. P by the Aſſets 

Obie. It may be further objected; The Scripturegare bly ont v. 7. 


committed to the truſt and care of Preachers in Office, 1Tim. 
11. 6.20. 2Tim.1.14. 3-14+- 17.1.3» 

To this we Anſwer : That they are committed to Preas 
chers; and yetnot ſo, as excluding the People :. but they 
are ſo cotnmitted to the care and truſt of the Preachers, as 
the ſouls of the People,over whom they are madeOverleers, 
@recommitted to them, (that is) The Preachers are eſpect- 
ally by pablike Office and the duty of their places to take 
Care of them : But this hihders not , but that every Chri-- 

ſtian is by duty bound in general to take care of the ſouls of 
his fellow Chriftians, and ſo of the Trmth : whereof the 
whole Church (not the Preachers onelyYis the Pillar and 
ground, 1 Tim.3.15. Andevery Member of the Church, as 
well as the Paſtors; are to contend for the Faith once given tothe 
Szints, Jude 3. (that'is) the doftrine of Faich, or Golpel 
which we doe believe, Gal.z.22. 3- Our third 'Reafon to 
Prove this points ; That the Sciiptures-do equally and 


alike concern People an Preachers they teach Chriſt _ 
; ; B 3 t | C- 
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- and the Priyiledges and-Promiles therein held 


th to belong to Believers , areas much thePeoples as the 
eachers: as aCharter of Pardon, Exemption, or Fran- 
8 chiſes made by a Prince, pncpaly referring to all the Peo- 
Y _ "ple, belong likez ana not to'onemore then an- 


long to them alla 
- other. Jt i8as the fathers Will, wherein ſomething is given 
to every childe, - J0.5.39. Searchthe Scriptures, for by them y# 
thinkto bqve eternal life. ; | 

- The ſecond thing is this, Thet the People as well x5 the Prea- E 
chers are-to read, and ſtudy the Scriptures. We prove this by | 
theſe Reaſons. 1. God hath commanded it,Deut. 17.17,18, 
-19320- and 3.1:11. 6.6,7,8,9. foſh.1.8. Jo.5.39. 2.God 
hath approved and commended it, 4s 8.28. and 17. 11, 

2 Cor.1.13. 2Pet.3.15,16. 2 Pet. 1,9. 3. Allaretobefilled 
with the knowledge thereof, Col.3. 16. And thergfore all are 
 tOuſeall the means to be filled with it; andthis is one of 
the {pecial means to be uſed for this purpoſe. 4. By the 
knowledge hereof ( amongſt other means) men attain ro 
P er bleſſedneſſe, Jo.5.3 9. Rey.1:3. 5. Itis written to all 
 _- - menalike, and tothis end, that they doe read and hear it, 
nah i, . Matt.11.15. 13.43:Rev.2.7. 13.9. 6.They 
teach the things alike needfull of all men to be known, and 


- doeſhew to every rank and fort of men, what he is to be- 


& V 30pm w_ to the dra Point , which is ar , That 
_ the Expoſition of Scripture (lying in the opening of the truc 
{ſenſe ofthe words, and Pre me” kit? SE odakng of 
Rem 1n thatfenſe, to them that hear and read it) ay to the 
— FD uſe and underſtanding thereof, is of neceſſity to Preachers and 
People. This we make good thus: 1. For God doth com- 
Mana it, 79.5:39. Search the Scriptures, 1 Cor. 14-139. Covet 
to Frophefre,... 2. For the neglett and diſregard hereot is for- 
_ iaden, 23 Theſ.5.19. Delpiſe not prophelying (that is )the 

Nterpretai lon-andApplication © TIptures,1C0r.I 4-324: 
. 3: vor this is of ſingular uſe, and much profic to them, 
1 S0r.14+3. He that Propheſieth ſpeaketh to: men to edification, 
Fxportationgndcomfort, See v.4, 5.19% 4. Chriſt and his A- 


poſtles 
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fofties mage very much f in teachi 
_ things im the Seripeure hard -| tous, though not iv them» 
| ſelyes, tO be u di ſtood; 2Pet.3.16. As 8.30531. Fob 33. 
23. 6. Unlefſe they be in rw pp, they neither will nor 
_ can be 6f anF great uſe or profit to them that read them, or 
hearrhern redd. -For the Scripture is the ſenſe; riot the let- 
ters or-words of Scripture : The letter or words of the Senſus legis 
Scripture, are bur as the Bark, or Bone, or Shell ; the ſenſe Anima legis. 
 andftieaning is the Kernel and Marrow of it :- and this can- "Wi oY went pe 
' Fox be rakert our, but by Interpretation : The words are CR. 
but che Body, the Life and Soule of the Scripture lyeth in ; 
theExpofition and Application of ic. The Scribes and 
the Phariſees would have the Laws, forbidding Marther 
and Adultery to be taken literally , and to forbid nothing 
bataQml Marther and Adultery : and by theſe, and ſuch 
like means; they had made the Comfnandements of God of 
none efferf, Matt. 15. from v. 1. to 17. But Chriſt gives the 
trae,ltvely and (pirituall fenfe thereot, and extendeth it to 
verbal and mental, as well as to aftual Murther and Adul- 
tery. The opening of Scripture therefore, is like to the 
breaking and bruiſing of ſpices, or the pouring forth of 
fivect oyntment out of a Box : Scefor this, Matt,23:16- 
ICor. 9.910. 1 Cor. 10. from verſe 1.to12. Lutke 20.27,28. 
Heb.3.12. 7. To take the Scriptures according to theLet- 
ter, and withour incerpetation, may be very pernicions and 
dangerous to them that read and hear them read. Joh. 6. 
rift tatight the Jews that they muſt eat his fleſh, and drink 
his bloaodor periſh; by this,our Savionr intended nothing. 
ee; but the receiving and believing; of the do@rine of the 
Gofpel ; efpectally the do&rineof Chriſts death and fuffc- 
- rigs. But ſome carna!l hearers hereof taking the ſame in a 
litteral-ferſe, rook offence at it, and it became kllling 
word to them; which made Ohrift ſay, v.63. 1t is the Spirit go w a0 
that quichneth, the fleſp profiteth nothing; the words that Tea lat -9' - 
"WiHto you are ſpirit and life. So, who can ſay, how many thou- 
ſandfouls have ftambled, fallen, and periſhed by the licer- 


"AY acceptatice of thoſe words, Luke 22.15. Take, eatythis 33 


hg the people. 


5. There are many 
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On by the Aſſembly ie 83 reported of wany ofthe children of the Jews, that they 
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: The Peoples Priviledge and Duty guarded, 
- . my body; whilesfromthence, they underſtood and believed 
nts a-Corporal preſence of Chriſt in the Sacrament ; and ſo an eat. 
_- -," Inguofthevery body of Chrift, by the eating of the Bread, 

-tuffictent-(as they dream) to erernal life-: 

»Weare cometo theFourth; That the People, as well as the 

 Preachers,are to abound in the knowledge of the Scripture. This we 
make gvodthus: 1:Itis commanded to the People as well 
as tothe Preachers, Col.3.16. Let the word of Chriſt dwell in 
you richly in all wiſdome,&%. 2. It is commended, Rom.15.14. 
3- It was propheſied and promiſed it ſhould be ſo, in the 
timeofthe-Goſpel, and it is ſutable to the ſtate of the Go» 
pel. As 2.17,18. Foel 2.18.Iwill porre out my ſpirit on all fleſb 
&e. And your ſons and your daughters ſhall propheſie,&c. 

Objee. 'But ſome ſay, this Text Foel 2. and the promiſe 
therein is to be referrcd onely tothe very time of the Apo- 
files, and to the miraculous pifts of that time? To which 

.. weAnfwer,-1. This reſtrained ſenſe,is againſt the coherence 
of the place. 2. The words themſelves import a further 
matter, and a further time then that gift to a few.of that 
time onaly. 3. The gift hath 'been given to ſome jp all 
umes under the Goſpel. {. The ſame and like words are 
*Efay 44,3, UedMother places, inthe larger ſenſe, Luke 4. from v. 17. 
Zach.12,10, 49/21. Matt.8:19-- 5. Some ſound and learned Interpre- 
_» . »- rerstakeitinthis large ſenſe,for all the time of the Golhel. 
6+ There are other paralel places of Seripture, that ſpeak 
«out the ſame thing ineffe&t ; and referr to the gifts to be gi- 
res the ale believers, during all the time of the Goſpel : as Dan. 


See "Ed: Leigh 
on the place, 


_ For and others. 


Places, that.  JHY 
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ay aa;td. Jer-33-33-24- 


led and to abound with the knowledge of Gods 


ne words or ſentences,and ſayings thereofalong; or to 


*abſeto ſay them-after another without book, or (as we 
ſayYbyrote: -So a'Bird miy doe; fo many children may 


nd can doe, ſay, whole Chapters without book : And ſo 


and 
yet 


"can ay the whole Book of the Plalms without book ; 
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againſ# the Pulpit and Preachers Indhroachment. 
iderſtandnothing at all ofthe ſenſe thereof, Bur with 
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Quodii in genc- «That theſe things cannot be revealed to the ſou!. bnt In 
re dixerat Jata and by the revedarion of the Goſpel and word of God; as 
ad ca mn man cannot know the validity and firength ofhis Title to 
Sir Oe nota his Landby the Larr, withour. the knowledge of the Law ic 
oeteferſein Rn IE: 2.The promites are ſome of the good things glvelſto ug 


Chriſto,nequis of Gotery nc 40mg fncluded in the Text. 2Pet. .20. Ng 

' foiritum Dei2 Scripture mo_ Interpretation; the Apoftle tel; 

pon eProp Gd that che vie of underſtanding and 

ſejungar : vel Interprerat onof Scripture i is notof man, nor to be had or 

fanaticos illos ihe n ontby mans wiſdome, but from God, and by his ſpi- 

= ſpiritu ritz; by hec itare of whom ict was written, and who can 

- Dei regiqui beſt tell us, what his own _minde therein is, and this ſpirir 
.- extra verbum 


es Ht nd picked s ift is not beſtowed, on one man alone, but is 
 ſpetulariones given'to ever FoneefGods Elet, more or leſſeto help him 
proDei arcanis Inthen ngthereof; and by this(faich theApoſile) 
. obrrudune. qu your lebonr #2 the word comparing Scripture to Scripture, you 
Ny may come tobe --rorcgtrengoue And hereby he doth encou- 
SecEdw:Leigh Fa e themto give heed to theStriptnre,inv. r9.. forthe do- 
” » onthe _ ing whereof already,hedoth there commend them. Jer, 31. 
Trap wpon! FER 8 pill put En in their inward parts , and write it in their 
ET right. _ is JI will write my law in their hearts by 
nger of my ſpirit : Or, Twil give them aminteandpon 

tt, Plal.40,7, 8. Jo. 3.27. My hear my 
ny and follow my word. Jo. 10.26, 

27. AC Seneve Rot yee are not of my 0. 6.44545» 
No wil con {rones to As unleſſe {a oo ſheep. Jo. Ke, Ie It is 
_& 13 mattbat bath heard and learned of. Tonk tome. 
\NAC-TZ-L1z12516. To you it is given to know, &c.' Bleſſed are 
, for they ſee, Fc.- The word ofC es 
| . ...-. . rat. And(as of erftandin of Divine 
A oa 8 -hecld y {ns kg fachfal on, and the God puts 
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ainſtthe Pulpit and Preachers Tucroachmens, rr >. 
_ tHlep-* Jocl 2.17. will poure out my fpirit, Ec, And your fons Thoſfa7pointed 
| © qn{your davghters ſhall prophecie, ec. that is, as the gloſſc is, Oe Aſers- 
. Allperfons of all ſorts and ſexes ſhall have as muchand 7 *** 2046? 
. morelightand iHamination now then the Prophets had in 
_ theOld Teftamenr. 'The common light of all men under 
_ the Goſpel ſhall bebetter then that of Prophecy of old;ſuch 
Hehe ſhatl the ſun of righteouſneſſe at his rifing bring with 
. him, See Matt. 11.21. Hebr.$.11. 7e.2.20.27. The ſpirit is 
therfore faid to be a Teaching,Guiding,Leading,Reveling, 
Diſcerning and Judging ſpirit, Matt.1 1. 25,26. 170-227: 5, >, and ihe 
_ Epb. 3.5: 2Cor.2.15.10. 70.16. 13.1It is therefore obſervable, 1c; 1por the 
_ that upon the pouring out of the ſpirit of the Goſpel or pace, 
New Teftament, All fleſh,i. All Nations and forts of people, 
their ſons, daughters, and handmaids, that is, the people of 
_ Godofall apes, fexes, and degrees, ſhall prophefie, that is, 
ſhall have ſome meafare of this gift like to the Prophets of 
old. Buthbre againſt this, it js Objeted. If this be fo, That 
all Godspeople have ſomething more or leffe of this gitts 
 howcomes jtto paſſe then, that there is fo little ſeen hereof, 
and that it doth no more appear ? v7 : 
 Tothis we Anſwer tirft, We doe not fay, that this gitt is 
alike, or in the fame meaſure in all; but welſay, that there 
isin all the people of God a ſeminal virtue and power, 
more or lefle inclining them and enabling them hereunto: 
There is ſome ſpark of the heavenly fire of Gods ſpirir 
herein, z Jo. 2.20.27. But ye have an ointment from that holy one, 
and know all things ; and that annointing dwelleth in yuz, and yee 
need not-that any man teach you, fc. 2. It will not follow, be- 
cauſe it doth notappear that therefore it is not there, no 
more then that the fire is not thtre becauſe it is under tfe 
aſhes and doth not flamey or that there is not power inſa 
good foil to bring forth fruit and hearbs, ifit wese planted 3 
and mannured, that tor lack hereof brings forth nothing 
| butthornes and weeds; nor thatghere 1s not vertue and 
Power in the trees to bring forth leaves and fryir, becauſe in 
the winter ſeaſon we ſee neither of them. 3. Bat if ween- 
quire alittle further into the cauſe, why this doth nat more 
appear, we ſhall give our _—_— hereof. That ic is, becauſe 
; 2 
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 *». The Peoples Priviledge and Dmty guarded, 
ks not-onely, not cheriſhed and ſtirred up, 


butitis as were forcibly quenched and put out. The 


” 4 - Preachers preach, and the people believe that thercis no 


F 
” 
* 


Cee 1he Aloe 
tations #þon 
' bat plate. 


tach'gif 
' therefore the: 
 thyis ch 


nor'powerin then, nor to be exerciſcd by thim; 
ople never look after it: '2/Tim. 1.6, Tims- 
argedto ſtir up the gift of God in him; that is, as 
Preachers glofle ir;rekindle and revive ir. For(ſay they) 
the gift of Clare Cas it were) a certaine lively flame kind- 
led in our hearts, which the fleſh and the devill go about to 


- putout 3 and on the contrary we muſt foſter and keep bur- 


ning; And though this charge were given to Timothy a man 


In Office; yet i it not to be underſtood excluſivelys, as if 


he or men in Office only were ſo to doe, and others out of 
office that had received like gifts werenot bound to doe the 
ſame: . But pertinently and im-congruity of reaſon, itis ap- 
Pliableto alland holds forth this duty. That all that have 
received any gifts are to cheriſh them , and all' that have 
within them any of this heavenly fire, are to raiſe and ſtirre 
*ipy Nor indeed can ſuch as have this fire within them 
well fotbcare; for icis like newWine,or material fire with- 
Om which open be wy in but will break forth. Amos 

v8; As 4.20. 7Jer.20.8,9. Pjali39.2.70.1.41.45.70.4:28,29 
26.32 | > 3 Let \ =>" oft ka tell Hs - fine A x there 
is{uch a feed in them, and prefſe upon them the neceſlity of 
mprovement thereof; and'that they are for this pur- 


poſe roftiric up, and we ſhall ſoon ſee the ſparkle come in- 


__ 


| iandforbexrtheuſc of it ſo-much and ſo long,until! ney 
| [7 JavYc: 


% e 
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me: So'owthe other ſide, let them deal by the gitt of 
ayer as they deal by this gift, that is, tell the people they 
nhnoty they.may not Pray of themſelves; and will ic not 
ear lelle then ic dothF By: this and other wayes, it is 
bcleſſe cometo paſſe, that the people have negletted it, 
much and ſo long;that they have ſome of them in a man- 
rioftit: iAs it is reported: ofa man ,- that did forbear 10 
ng totpeattill at length he could not ſpeak at all. And 
me am ——-tgan, this day, who out of an erronious 
inion, that they are not to pray till the ſpiric move; or 
maworle rife, that having ſome gift of Prayer, neglect 


, ” 
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einſt the Pulpit and Preachers Tucroachment. 13 
- haveupon themarterJoftit: And fo alſo have ſomePreachers 
- oft their gift of Preaching. And no marvell, for as we ſay of 
x galng,uſc legs &have legs;ſo it is of gifts,uſt them and have, 
encreaſe them. And fo on the other ſide, negle& them, 
or forbear to nſe them” and loſe them, Mart. 13. 124 25. 20, 
Ihoſoever bath, to him ſhall be pivelt, and he ſhtll bave aboundance; 
- But from him that hath not ſha!l he taken even that he bath (that 
is) as our Divines do glofſe upon ir. He that doth diligent- 
ly exercile the gitrs of God given to him, they ſhall be in- 
creaſed in him : But he that negle&eth ſo to do ſhall be de- ; 
_ prived of them for his fluggithnefſe : 1 Tim. 4. 13319415. Ti Datos am 
Frome, tyve attendance to reading, exhortation, &c. that is,»to g;1c75, 
preaching, to-get more gifts, and improve them thou haft. 
Negtefi not the pift that is inthee,&c. Meditate u)on theſe things, 
gve thy ſelf wholy to them , that thy profiting may appear to all. 
1 Thefl.5.17,18. Duench not the fpirit, deſpiſe not propheſyingz 
as ifhe ſhould ſay, It you will not quench the ſpirit, do:you 
not negleR the gift given to your ſelves, or to others here- 
in; for by cher1ſhing and imploying it, that little heavenly 
hre of the ſpirit may come toa flame; but by the not heed- 
mg and. feeding of it, it may go out or not appear at all. 
Jo.1.16. We have received of bis ou grace for grace; that is, 
ofhis free grace, and-from his tulngs have we received grace 
to encreaſe grace, or that grace which being well uſed and 


Rom. 12. 6. 


imployed will increaſe: . And ſo he that hath one talent a Rupert 5s 


note upon the place. Chritt hath given his gitts- to be int- : 
ployedto the advancement of Gods glory. edification of 
hisChurch', and encreaſe- of gitts in hint that hath them, 
whereofat his comming he will have a-ſtrit account. But ' 
againſt this point, it may be obje&ed-out of 1Cor. 12.10. 
That all men have noc the gift of Prophelte ? : _ 
To this weanſwer, 1. That text may be taken of extra- 
ardinary-Prophecy, which is ceaſed and gone. 2. It itbe » 
- underſtood of that Propheſte which doth continue z3-1t is: | 
not againſt our point; for then it is to be underſtoodipta 
| eof Scriptuce-cxpoſlition and applications: "and 


rear dELCee | ppli 
T 5. y out Every one: that hath the gitcof Prophetie, 
4 | Co-3 hath 


nf encreaſe it to two talents. Mam. 25--16, 17. See the pj; 
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anding, and applying; but cvery one 
zundand apply Scripture, He ot 
zo prophefic, that is to ſpe +00 prep afſembly. 
= There)are degrees of thisgitt,” and if there bee bne 
the Teaſt and: loweſt degree thereof inall the people of God, 
3s ſufficient tro make good our! opinion herein. But we 
H givea farther anſwer to this afterwards. 
_»>Weare come now to the ſixth point, which is, That the 
people may as well uſe the Gift of expounding of Scrivtures as the 
.- Preachers. That this is ſo, we make ont by theſe Reaſons. 
'  F+-Thenfe of this Gitt is no where confinedto any cer- 
tain men, officers of the Church, or others, nor-to any 
degree or ſuccehon of men in the Charch, but to evry one 
4 as the ſpirit willeth, 1 Cor.r2.7. But the Manifeſtation of 
3 _ the ſpiritis given to every man, and ſee Saunderſins Sers 
: mon on this Text. Kor. 12.6: As 17.11. 2. The people 
have the ſame Gift of the Spirit herein in ſome degree as 
b | the F reachers have, 1 7o. 2.27. Ads 17. 11.Rom. 12.5.6, 
_ And by this it was that they did interpretin the Primitive 
x times, x Cor. 14.26.At 18. 26. Ads $4. Atis 11.19. 
3. All men that have this Gift are commanded to uſe it to 


F 
. - . 
os F RI _— p_Yy 


ifſtſhould freely uic it, 
it, we prove by theſeReaſons. 1. The 
I occafion touſe it as the Preachers 


; 
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® = TS eaves | Fe ers.Deut. 6.7.Heb.10:25.27.Ephel.5-1 L's 

CoE3.16:4.17.2Theſ.3.15.1 Cor.10.15.J0.10.3-4-5-1Pet-3 
- 15:Epheſ. 4.24.1 Fheſ. 5:20.21.1'J0.4:1. Andtheſe things 
hey can never do, or never do'wel!,butby the interpreca- 
tion of Scripture. 2. They are given and direfted to thc 
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_ people to de uſed by them totheir moBt advanta ne, bein 

the1r ip1 icuall clothes, meat, drink and'Phylick to be = 

plied to their fouls, which cannot be without expoſitiou. 

3. The Scriptures Expoſitions is ofas great concernment 

" tothePeople'asto Preachers, to finde out in them and re- 
ceive from them their true Scripture-ſenſe , for the eternal 
falvation of the People is at ſtake hertin. And therefore it 

- doth much concern the People to be weil affured what they 

doe believe, and what they doe by colour. and command 
thereof; and that they doc not herein by the implicice 
faith of others. | 
_. » Someſay;that none but ſuch asare killed in the tongues 
ow 209% ph Scripture , ſome places therein areſo dilh= 
We Anſwer this at large afterwards. But here one word : 
1, The Preachers grant to us that ſuch as want ſchool-lear- 
ning, being duly called, may be publike Preachers; then 
farely ſach may expound. 
_ - 2; Weagreetothem, thereare ſome things in Scripture 
ard to be underſtood; and we ſuppoſe they will grant to 
us that there other things caſte to be underſtaod. 

3. Wetakeit that the knowledge of the truths of Gods 
word, is a gift of God attainable by the ſpiric of God once: 
Iy,and not any humane power and ſtrength, as weſhall 
hereafter further ſhew. Some ſay, That Preachers onely 
may expound out of, Mal. 2.7. Tit.1.3. Mat. 28. 19. This 1s 
largely anſwered afterwards. 


- Weare come to the Seventh Point, which is, That it is the 
auty of all Gods People as well as of the Preachers to Expound Scris . 
Fire. This point we make good by thele Reaſons, _ 

7. It is their duty to doe many things, neicher of which 
canbe done without this. | re VC 

2. They have the gift of Scriptuge-Expoſition given them 
tothis parpoſe, x-Cor.2.12:16. 1 Cor. 12.7. 

3- It istheir duty to make the beſt uſe.and advantage of 
theScripture they can; but this they cannot do but by.Ex-* 
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"= 1 Y%e Peoples P yiviledge an a Duty guar ded, 
* 4* Ir hath/been commended* in them that have done j;, 
Ads 17-11: 2 Pet.1.1g. Rom.15:T4. | 


* 
_ 


5 aft, 
'5. It:ig in effect commanded to all che people of Ga, 


ent:6.7, 1 Peti4-10:Col:3.16. ' 4 


"Weare come now td the eighth Point, which is, 75; 
all Gods people as well as the Preathers, may and ought to ex7;11.1 
Scripture to themſelves, ant one to anctber.- This we make ou: 
thus, ; - : ; 

_ * 2. TheScriptureas wehave ſhewed by Expoiition is on- 
ly or (at the leaſt) much more uſetull and profitable. 

"2. All the people of God areto be alwayes teaching, 
reproving and comforting ene another, and this they can- 
not do, or do well, without the opening and expounding 
of Scripture. © ; is 

3. Every private Chriſtian-hath (as hath been ſhewed) 
within him ſome gift more pr lefſe, by Imployment where- - 
of hemay be able to do it, and profit others by it . And 
this 1snot tobe hid in a napkin, but to be uſed to Gods 
glory and the peoples good. 1Cor.12.7.Mat.5.15.25.14-15- 

-4- It is, or ſhonld be-the defire and labour of all the 
people of»God for themſelves and others to doe 
*this, and more then this, (to wit.) to propheſie, which is 
a higher and further degree of this Gift, x Cor. 14.1.5.and 
*12- 31. I "would that. ye all ſpake with tongues, but rather 
that ye propheſied. Numb.'11.29. Would God all the Lords 

poomee were Prophets, 'and that the Lord would put 
\ his Spiric upon"them (that-is) I would they had all of 
them the prophetical] Gjferand properties. '- 

5. All the People of God, as well as the Preachers are 
commanded to 6 di for the higheſt degree of this gift, 
and" wherefore are they to labanr for it, ifnot toute it 
when they have attained'ir, 1 Cor. 14.1.39. Copet earneſtly 
the beſt gifts, rather that yw-may propheſie. 1,Cor. 12.311 Cor: 
14-20» Joh. 4.39. ' Search the Scriptures. They that are $kil- 
- ledin the Originel!, ſay the word, Search, is a metaphor ta- 
kenfrom them that dig'in mynes far precious Oar. It ſo, 
_ Ir noteth four things, 3 | | 1 
E 3: I IC 
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ee: wit FC nipit-and Preac hers Inchroachment. 17 

+, 4+" 4 hg Dreabn gln Pieces of the Ear th. SW, 
? 2. The taking out of the precious matter, 
++3-The cavefull laying of it ps 

- .. 4 Theimployment of it to that uſe for which it ſerveth, 
which being applyed to the Chriſtians duty herein holdeth 
forth; theſe thangs. .T hat it.ts the duty of all Chriſtians in- 

ry to ady.the Word, of God, - break it to pleces 

inhis meditations, draw and take our the ſpirituall ſenſe 
and'truths thereof, .carctully to lay up theſe in his ſoul, 
and then bring them forth as occaſion ſhall be offered for 
the proficof gathers, .and ſo no dqubr it is, Pſal.x.2. Col. 
8+16+Acts 17,11.Deat.6.7-Mat.13.51.Plal.119.11. _ 

. 6 By this means eſpecially Chriſtians nay as ſalt ſeaſon 
themſelves and others, keep them from corruption and de- 
ftrutionzand they and their Warks be made ſavoury to God 
and good men, and as a Candle they will give light to all 
the Family of God aboytahemy Mat.5.13,14.15. 

Weare come now:o the ninth.in order,which is this, That 

ſuch, as bave any ſpeciall gift of Prephefie or Seripture-Expoſition, 

are teexerciſe and uſe it,{a as it may be moſt for the advantage of the 

Chyrch of Chriſt: This we make good by theſe Reaſons,and 


kd 


7 


authorities. , Ho 
7. It;is given to them for this very purpoſe, r Cor.12.7. 
But the manifeſtation »f the ſpirit is gzven to every man to profit 
withall ; | For to one 5 given &c.v.10. And to another propbe- 
 f$£.,,God hath therctore lighted them that they may give 
light to others. Mat.5.15. Do men light a Candle to put it un- 
der-a Buſhell? (that is )men are not ſo ſimple and indifcreet, 


: 


and ſhall we think God to be ſo?- * 
2+ It is required of every man to exerciſe and imploy 
whatſoever gitt he hath received to the moſt advantage of 
Godsgloriec and the Churches good, 1 Pet. 4.10.11. As e- 

very manbath recerved, even ſo mnyſter the ſaine one to another, Bonum quo; | 
«god Stewards of the manifold grace of God. If any man ſpeak, a” Tg hs 
&c. Ifany man ſhall think this Text to be underſtood of WER: 

gifts given to men in Office onely, we mult tell them it is 

&veryimprobable. 
 Fori. TheEpiſile is Grs the ſcattered Jews,chap. 1. 
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18 The Peoples Priviledge and Duty guarded, 
V.1. amongſt whom itts probable there: were few regular 
ET ans nds 4 Lego pl] LION 
$91ber ſeem to 2. Thewords arc generdll; -and therefore In reaſon ©» 
b-takenby be generally underftood and referred to all. Chriſtians and 
theft 5 »e - allduties, requiring all men tg help one another according 
"rang '"_ tothemeaſure.of gifts which God hath beſtowed on them, 
3. Otherwiſe, theſe men will receive the grace of God 
in vain,” which men may not do, 2 Cor. 6.1. And'they will 
not beable to giyea comfortable account of the imploy- 
ment of their Talents, andan account will! be callcd tor 
Mat.25.15,Lake 1 9.23. And according to what is groen will be 
required of every man.Lakc Ea43r 'To whom much js- given, of 
them muth will be required; 1'Pet.4.10., 45 every 'man bath re- 
ceived, %c, © IE 
: 4. Becauſe by this means the Scriptures will” become 
much more efficacious and uſefull. * 
5. Becauſe this is a ſpecial] ordinance and help, and will 
be much for theChurches''profit atid advantage, 1 Cor. 14. 


«3. | | 
6: The people of God, as well-as the Preachers who have 
had ſuch gifts, haveinall times fo uſed them; and were ne- 

ver repraved but commended for it. _.. | 
Ulus petficit _ 7, Such as do- tecelve any gifts muſtſcethat by uſe they 
arte. do increaſe them. J | | 


ng and applying of Scripture by 
of Teachmy, K vw Admont- 

b been freq Ho i efſed of God 
In the bearers. That this is 10 


" EX 

Believers of our dayes be asked by what means they were 

phe inroChrift, and whar itis thardoth'nouriſh and 
themin the faich of 'Chrif, ' and doabtlefſe they will 

. tell usof other means alſo with Pulpic-preaching, and by 
other men as | 
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+ | well as by Preachers in office. We have heard 
b nm. fe we thatniot many years fince there was a 
Preacher of this Countrey converted by the ſharp reproot 
of oneof his -own people. And how-many Converſtons 
| Re otherwile 
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| _ againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment. 


therwik then by .Preachers in Office, and their publike 
Preaching will our Chronicles and latter cxperiences tell 
us of? And why ſhould we doubt of this? For, 

1.: Theword of God doth hold forth theſe dutics and 
ordinances to us as means of grace: 1Cor.7. 16. blow know- 
eſt thou @ wife, whether thou ſbalt ſave thy bushand. Matt.19. 1c, 
16,17. If thy brother. treſpaſſe againſt thee, c. Go tell bim his 
Jaults,;&c. If he ſball hear thee, thou haſt gained thy. brother z th:.t 
1s, thou haſt holpen to ſave his ſoalc,Jam.5.1 9,20. If any of 
Jou do erre from the truth, &c. And one doe convert him,&c. Jude 

- verl.22.  Andof ſome have compaſſion, putting a difference, others 
ſave with fear pulling them. out of the fire,&c. rThell, 5.11. Edi- 
ou another, as alſoyee doe. So alſo Gal.6.r. 1 Thell.5.14. 

Vit. 19.17.J0.4.28.39- 1Cor.3.5- 

'2. Itis the word of God which doth regenerate and fan- 
Ctifie, 1 Pet. 1.23.1Pet. 2.2. :J0-15-3.17 Ads S8.1-2- Ads 11. 
20,21. Hethat diſpenſcth or preacheth,ic is but as-the Con- 
duie Pipe, or conveyance by which it is carried, 1 Cor.3.5. 

Who then is Paul, or who is Apollos, bait Miniſters by whom ye 
believed as the Lord gave, &c. The word' is the ſame in a 
private man, as in a publike Officers mouth. 

Ifit be obje&ted out of Rom. 10.14915,16,17.Faith comes 
by hearing a Preacher ſent? Vu. 

We anſwer to this, 1. That the publike Preaching of the 
Word by a Preacher in Office, is the fpeciall and common 
way ofgathering,and gaining men to Chriſt, anda fingular 
Ordinance for SCE of grace in men gained and conver- 

ted; yet this is not the onely means,.nor all the Ocdinan- 
ces of grace : for there are many.more that men are to at-. 


tend upon. for their edification and growth in graceas , 


well as this, : 
\2-As to.that place, Rom, 10. we conceive it is alictle mi- 
ſlaken and miſrepreſented. The native ſenſe thereof being 
no-more but this : That God wouldibave, Jews and Gen- 
tiles to. be ſaved; and therefore that;they ſhould have the 
means of ſalvation, and thereforethat the Goſpel, like to 
the ſun;Þ/al. 19.5.'had caſt his beams over the whole world. 
 Thetrueworkipper 0i:God ofa yIPGOReljas be ſaved,bur 


none 
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Io ©" The Peoples Priviledge and Duty guarded 
nonecanbewtrueworſhipper without faith, which none 
ean havewithourt the word; which none can have without 
ſome handor means to convey it, which God had granted 
now both to Jews and Gentiles without diſtin&ion : for 
they had both of them heard the ſound of the preaching 
thereof by the Apoſtles, For if it be taken in a literal and 
reſtrained ſenſe q as ſome' take it) then theſe things will 
folow!:**- Sf a bt | 

1. That by hearing of the Scriptures read by a Preacher 
in Othce, men may be brought to believe : and this Point 
(though ſome of the Preachers willnot grant) yet is nn- 
doubtedly rrae. And fo itis, That men may be converted by 
reading rhe Scriptures themſelves ,or by hearing ther read 
by 17 * 9g man whatſoever in, or out of Office. 

2. Then this will follow, That men are not brought 

__ unto,or nouriſhed up in the faith of the Goſpe], by reading 

_ Scriptures, Epiſtles, good Books, Conference, or by any 0- 

he means beſides Pulpit-Preaching : And who dare affirm 
this? | Eg 

- © 3: This will follow, That it is as impoſſiblefor a man to 

: have faith without hearing a called Preacher, as for a man 

E/. to be ſaved without faith; or to have faith without the 

; word of God; for ſo much doth' the Interrogation and 

Gradation import. Arid who dare affirm this ? 

= But for a further *Anſwer; let us ask the Preachers this 
queſtion: When agifted brother doth Preach the Dotrine 
of the Apoſtles and Prophets, ſo as the hearers do hear it at 
theſecond hand; doe not they then hear the Apoſtles and 
Prophers who were Preachers ſent ? If the Scripture of it 

+ felf without any Preacher ſpeak ; then it may be heard 

: . Without any other Preacher, then he that firſt preached it. 

| See theExpoſi- Ifthe works of God have a voice,and ſpeak as they have and 

|  Tors-wpon doeP reach, P/al.19. 1,23. Mich. 6.9. Ifthe works of men 


+ 
DEE IO AT I os «© 


2 chat place, Npeak, as Heb.11.4. Abel being dead yet fpeaketh,that is, teacheth 
S the world to imitate him; how much more then may Gods 
3 word be ſaid to ſpeak. HS 


4 But yet further in anſwer to this : Why not a gifted 
brother, or any mar that ſhall Exh ort,Reprove; wy or 
5 | . /Omiort 
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 againſi the Pulpit and Preachers Tncroachment, 
%omfort his, be faid to be ſent to him, & beaPreacher ſent 
included within that Text. So as the woman of Samatia 
"was co the people of the City, 7o. 4. The Preachers have 
anted to our hands, that in the infancy and plantation of 
a Charch, and in fome ſuch like caſes, gifted brethren may 
convert. And this they muſt grant. For put caſe ſach a + 
' man ſhould fall amongſt Infidels, and con'd fpeak their lan- 
guage, and did Preach to them , might he not convert 
rhem, and were not he then ſent to them a Preacher. So 
ſuppoſea Jew were converted to the Faith, and he ſhould 
write Epiſtles to the Jews perſwading them to come into 
Chriſt; might nor he by thrs means convert many of them 
to the faith; who will make any doubt hereof? And yer 
by the ſenſe of ſome of the Preachers of this place, this is 
nota Preacher ſent: 

5. The Text it ſelf is clear enough, that by Preacher See the Expo- 
ſent, is meant any one that God by his Providenceſhall tors »por the 
fend to tell men the glad news of the Goſpel, by theſubſe- £/*5#*5 
quent words in v. 15. andthe two Texts in Nabum. 1.15. 


E/a.s 2.7. 

Laffly, We ſay, That as the Prophets and Apoſtles did 
Preach to the World , and to the Saints, as well by their 
writings,as by their voice or ſpeech; ſo are they heard,and 
ſo doth the world and the Saints heare them al wayes prea- 
ching, Rev.2.7. Matt.13.9. Let bin that bath an ear hear what 
the fpirit ſaith unto the Churches.Sce for this 1Theſ.5.27.2Thef. 
2.15. 2 Pet.2.1. Col.4.16. 

"We have now alſo done with the tenth thing, and are 
cometo the laſt and great point of controverſte between us, 
which is, That gifted men, not Preachers by Office, may ex- 
erciſe their gifts by preaching in a conſtituted Church with-- 
out any Call or ſolemn ſetting apart to the Office firſt ob-- 
tained; Tn the handling of this point,we ſhall obſerve this 
order, x. We ſhall explain the tearms, and ſhew how we 
take them. 2. We ſhall confirnrthe ;<op by authortties 
and reaſons, taken out of the word 0 God. 3. Weſhall 
anfiver the material objetions made againſt it. 4. We ſhal 
make ſome application of the "es matter. By: 
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By perſons not Preachers, we meanany private perſons, 
bethey Gentlemen, Yeomen, Husbandmen, Tradeſmen, or 
(as one of the Preachers hath lated it ) Nailors, Taylors, 
Bakers, Weavers : We ſay, we mean by perſons not Preach- 
ers, any other men beſides Preachers in Office of what Cal- 
ling, Trade, or Condition ſoever they be. 
By gitted perſons, we mean ſuchas are ſo indecd,that are 
-odly, ſober, ſound, humble,- and ſolid men; and men of 
ak gitts and parts that doe underſtand, and can hand- 
ſomely and orderly utter and make known the mind of 
| Chriſt in his word : and ſuch as are known of godly and 
| oe apron 6 judicious Chriſtians ſo to be : And not ſuch as onely think 
' #pon Mar.26, Fhemfclves ſo to be, and are not ſo indeed ; as many ſuch 
15. there are, 1Cor. 14.37.Kom.12.3. 
; By may Preach | We mean, they may by the laws of God; 
by that there is nothing in the word of God againſt it; and 
; ' that therefore there can beno. fin in it: For the lawes of 
our Common-wealth are clearly againſt it. By Preaching, 
= we mean, the opening and applying of ſcriptures to the ule 
Þ of the hearers by doCtrine, exhortation, rebuke & comfort. 
-By a Conftituted Church, we mean a regular), ſettled, 
5 planted Church. | 
> .-, By a Call, and ſetting a part to the Office, we mean the 
| atz of 'Ele&ion, Ordination, or external Confirmation by 
the Pr:3bytery ; or by any other ſuch ſolemnity by which 
private men are regularly prepared and Authorized to the 
Office of the publike Miniftery. And yet we do not hereby 
intend to maintain , that ſuch men may run out into a fre-- 
| quent and ſolemn excerciſe of their gift of their own heads 
BF without any adviſe or approbation at all from others. 
; Fheſfumme. then of what we hold is this : That a man 
out of Othcegltted indeed, and fitted to the work may law- 
fully in apublike way,expound and apply the Scripture to 
3 thePcoplein a ſetcle Church, without any external.Call of 
3 _ © | the Church enabling and authorizing him to the Office. 
E Or thus:. Men gifted for Preaching, may lawfully, though 
out of Office, Preach the Goſpel in any company.. | But for 
the further clearing of this point, we muſt annex to it ſome 
<2 exten- 


 noainſ} the Prlpit and Preachers Increachment. 


| : extenfions, and ſome Iinitations : the extenſions we thall 


-_addeto the poinr aretheſe. 

; £ This in foe Caſes may be doneordinarily and con- 

antly. | 

. 2. It maybe done by taking Texts, rating Obſervati- 

ons, ard DoQrines, and making Applications thereof, or 
by way of DoGtrine Reaſon and ute. 

\3- This may bedone on theLords day, or on any 0- 
ther day. 
- 4+ Te maybe done in the publick Aſſimblics. 

5. It may bedone in the publick or meeting place. 

6, And there alſo in ſome Caſes it may be done in the 
Pulpits : though we muſt needs ſay, many of thoſe gifted 
men, that at this day thruſt themſelves into them, are moſt 
uaic for the place, and we could wiſh they were kept out 
of them,. as men fitter to learn then to teach ; bur we do 


not concelve that thePulpit or meeting place doth ſo much: 


make it publick as the number of people preſent in the 
place, be it where it will : nor is this more publick then 
It was In the Temple and Synagogues amongſt the Jews,and 
yet there amongſt them didgitted men out of office utual- 
y Preach. At#s 1$.28.13.15.20. 20.9. 20. 70.18.20.If authori+ 
ty pleaſe ſo,to appoint it, we know not why ſome time eve- 
ryLords day,after the Preacher hath done his more publick 
Exerciſes, might not be profitably ſpent in the meeting place 
nl ſuch gifted men in the exercile of their Gitts, asin fome 
places is done. Nordo we know any reaſon why a gifted 

man may not conſtantly on the Lords diy in the Church 8% 

P ulpir, where no Peacher in office is to be had,exerciſe his 


gift as hath been done by report in one place of Wales many 
years together with wonderfull ſuccefſe : Nor can we give 
_ anyreaſon,why in caſe of diſappointment, when a Congre- 


gation is met,and wait for the Preacher in office,and he fails ' 


and no ſupply can be made, why a gifted brother in ſuch a 
Caſe, epecially if the people defire it,or agree to lt, may not 
exerciſe his gift amongſt them ſure Lam, the time mzy De 


becter ſpent in this excrciſe,then in their idle gazing upon 


and calking with one another. And we cannot bat think 1t - 
| would: 
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The Peoples Priviledge and Duty guarded, 
would be a ſpeciall bleſſing (itit were ſo ordered)that ſuch 
men, where they are to be found, hadJjeave and encourage- 
ment to viſit the places deftitute and unprovided, and there 
to exercile their gift, doubtlefſe this would do more good 
then the ſetting ap of Readers of Scripture onely; in the 
beginning” of the Reformation, which yet was good, and 
did good; nor was that courſe in the caſe of Iack of learn. 
ed and fit men by any that we have heard of condemned 9x 
difallowed : Nor can weſee any reaſon why a man that 
hath ſuch a gift, and doth excrcite it In his family may not 
call in, or admit all, or ſome bf his Neighbours conſtant- 
ly-thereunto, if heand they ſo agree; and we cannot but 
commend their prattiſe that after the more publick Excr- 
ciſes are ended, uſe to meet together for the exercile of this 
itt one amongſt another. And yet wetake it, a man in his 
ich a.hundred of his Neighbours is more publick 
then+the Preacher in the Church and in the Pulpit with 
two or three of them onely. Nor do we know any reaſon, 
why the Miniſter of a Congregation having ery OC- 
caſion to be abſent, and there being then preſent a gifted 
man, why he may not eſpecially, if it may be done without 
offence to; the people then preſent, exerciſe hisgitft to ſup- 
Phone Preachers room for this rv 3 See Matt. 4. ver. 17. 
Mark 1, ver. 14. It # {aid, Jeſus beganto preach, he preach- 
cd bcfore, bat now { oreige him he blick office ; 
See thoſe of the Aſſembly on the place. And yet we do not 
ſay, as we ſtate theſe cafes, that theſe men do this work as 
Preachers in office in an authoritative way, or as a paſto- 
rall A. But in all theſe and ſuch like caſes, and whereſo- 
ever this liberty is taken, and work done, it muft be done 
with thoſe cautions and limitations following. 

- 5 @ &— 950420 man muſt take care and ſee that he bea man 
gifted 'and fitted indeed to the work. ' 

-* 2, That therefore he have herein before he undertake it, 
the adviſeandapprobation of ſome others thatare able and 
ft to judge of bis perſon and gifts as a warrantable call to 
him to the work : andifheintend apublick and common 
uleof this gitc, this caution doubtlefſe will be very neceſla- 


'Y 


not repugnant thereunto, 1 Pef.4.11. 
Rom42-6%, 1 of ns; Bl bc 
PN He muſt take care that all that hedoth and ſpeaketh 
n this work bein a loving and peaceable way, without 
diſturbance, 1 Cor. 7. 159. God hath called us to peace. 
oy 16:34. Let all your things be done in Love. 1 Cor. 13. 
£9 2.3. *- AP md 7 $f | 2 kts | F-4 
54 He muſt ſee that his preaching and carriage be grave aud 
ſober, not vain and light, 1 Cor. 14. 40-Tit.2.7. 

6.' He muſt (ce + his Preaching and carriage be humble 
and modeſt, be 'miay not meddle with things tos bigh for him, Plal. 


101,2:Rom. 12:3. 

2-5, He muſt ſce that his Preaching and carriage be regue 
lar,decent and orderly, 1Cor.14.24,25926,2739-40-Col-2.5. 
- 8, He muſt ſee he mannage his work to Gods glory 
and the Churches profit, and not to give offence to 
'God or man - therein,2Pet.4.10,11.Mat.18.6.7.1 Cor.12- 
2:200695/2 ©. POTENT OR 

'- 9. He muſt ſee that by his exerciſe of his gift he do not 
prejudice or hinder any of the reſt of the Ordinances of 
Chriſt, or worthips of God, Mat.19.6. J/hat God bath 
joyn?d together, let no man put aſunder. YO INTL 
” 10. ]tis:conventent if not neceffary,that he haveſomeCall 
for his inducement from the People, or at' the leaſt from 
ſome of them to whom he isto ſpeak, or that they be not 


againſtic, AGs 13-15-16, We can by no means then com- 
- E | mend 
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xfjend, but maſt:needs condemne the irregular anddifor. 
derly-undertaking of ithis implayment,and uſe of this Lilt 
by memeniofrheſe tines, whoundertake a. publick ang 
common wafe of chisghtr; of their, own (Heads, and with- 

ontany preparation of themſelyes,. or adviſe:and approby. 

tion of others. Theſe feem to-n5 to go before they be ſent, 
and to wanta ſufficient Call-for what they do, nor can they 
tntþclt'much ſucceſſe therein,” Nor:do we judge it aCall 
ſufficient, wwheretwoor three onely,” and+thoſe perhaps 

, empty and crazy men do invite and perſwade a gifted man 

__ tv exerciſehisgittandupon this warrant onelyhe entreth 
upon itzand wedo as much diſſike and condenane the doing 

of thiswork,, anduſe-of this Liberty.in: gitted men, when 

they do it in fach a way, after ſach a manner, or to ſuch 
ends, as. thereby the better to:take occaſion to broach and 
difperſe Errors and heretical] opinions, ax high, fruicle(, 

& cranſcendent.notions,that neither others nor.themſelves 
underſtand; orto diſparage anddifgrace.the Miniſters office, 

or to makean oppoſition in points of controverſic, to oþ- 

- _ tradeandthruſtthenifelves into other mens Pulpits againſt 
their will, andco keep them oat, or which,is worle, to 

pull other men out of their Pulpics, arid to thruſt them- 
{elves intothemy or to-preachagainſt the Preaching of 0- 

ther men, and to queſtion their Do&rine. whiles, they: arc 

in deliveringiof it; ar to: appoint-their meetings for their 


ExcrUſts at thefame time, orinthe ſame place, when and 
where the Preacher in Office is- to;do his work, and not 
only abſent-thema&lyes; buc draw,-away.and keep others 
tromilt, rohindar $2difturbic. .Alltheſeand ſuch like irre- 

_ gularExercifes of this gift weatterly diſlike, as that which 
oth. rather deſerve puniſhmentitheri <gunteriance : Nor 
can we well :approve of the- praftiſe of fuch, as being 
rightly qualified and ſafficieptly:vifted, negle& their Cal- 
=> , and. forſake their Places, 'and ſpend; a} their time 
_ inemnxerciſcot' this. gift; untelſe+ they intend. to give 
mcmſelves-wholly to It, andy +> aoapmg the- Offi: <3 141d 
wen-ſome” farther Call is requitice. But wee hos k ry 
= PEST E251 y'44 Cr og 1 in C 
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Preachers-grant to us, and. 

maintain the ſame.  '+ 

'; The Preachers tell us, .( v5 

it)! That we may and muſt Redd tie < s 
Families, and ſome of them ſay, we may expound the 3 Ivar bog 
to0kr Familie. and for this purpolc they cite CE Og. 
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«\» The Peoples Priviledge ant Duty gur4:d, 
my 6:verſe 78,9. Coloſfiatts ” ver/e I6. And they tel} 
us, that every Chriſtian is a Prieſt, and a Prophet in his 
own Family : To*this part and. theſe Texts, we (ay 
this. T7 209 "2:5/25 19 
* 1, If itbeſo, thatevery matiis'a Prieſt, and a Pro- 

- Phet in his own houſe, why then do ſome of our 
Preachers confinenus, and deny us the free execution of 
our Teaching-Office in our. own houſes. 
© 24 Ic is true,| the People of God arePricſts, and a 
Pifeſthopd;\Revelation x.''verſe:6.5.29.' x Peter 2.9. But 
theſe places we''take* to- be» meant” of: the Preachers and 
People both alike; and that the duty and power laid 
upon them, andgiven'to them hereby (it any be) is to 

bedone and performed in other places,as well as in their 

_ © 2. FTheſFTexts of Scripture cited here by the Preach- 
a ketos not to the Peoplealone, bur 'to the People, 
ang Preachers alike; and they do beſpeak men of all 

In omni quic- fgxtsto be iririched with the-knowledge of the Scrip- 

te, loco,motu, (irs; and al wayes and 'every where! to be teaching and 


v 2 


" & al % O 4 +3 {1 


ho Ge. > * preaching thern'to others. « bivgs Aye 
Nunquam in- ., 3. Theſe Texts doe" alſo contain and command 
rermictas incul- more then bare Reading of Scriptures, and more thcn 
carc ea Trem. the Preaching of them to a'mans own Family one- 
in Deut. 11.9, 1 , the” Text inDeuterenomie 6. ſeems 'to be aMetaphor 
- raken from lm thir doth whera weapon'or inſtrument, 
rein he makes it more ſharp; and ſo more" uſefull. 


* 


x - WOETEM NC HAR | | 
And this beitig nut 46 che the word,” and our uſeof it 
dothhold forth thus much. - That although the word 
in it ſelf be excellent, fweeter then rhe honey or honey 
woven mwbe , Pſa m 19.0. WA chief gu then any'tywo edyed ſword:, 
Fe 2 Drews 4 verſe 12,13- and as a' precious Balme and 


medicine; yer that by a right preparing phapplloc: on 
of it. 2 Timothy 2:15: the ſame may and-will bemuch 
more ſharpe, and doe more execution againſt ſinne,and 
Will be much more comfortable. and medicinable to the 

£42 4 a Soule 
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 agajutſt the PalpH anttPrearhers Tacroachment. 
Soule3-and by a right Expoſition and Application: 
_ thereof to» any perſon 'to whom ic ſhall be direRed, it 
willmake him more uſefull and ſerviceable to God and 
man, Proverbs 27.17. As Iron ſharpneth Iron,&c, 
-- 5+ But admitting. we may not Preach the word, but 
* inourown families : If then and there come in twenty 
ora hundred of our Neighbours to hear us, may we 
not Preach to them alſo? And may we not in our or- 
dinary . method there raiſe Obſcrvations, and make 
Applications thereof? Let the Preachers ſhew us if they 
can, what is in theſe Texts againſt it ? 
- The Preachers pive us leave privatcly, occaſionally, 
extraordinarily, and by way - diſcourſe to Reprove, 
 Admoniſh, Encourage, Teach, Exhort , Comfort, Sup- 
port, Fecd, &c. out of theſe Texts, Lepit. 19. verſ. 17. 
Hebrews 3. 13. Eſay 2.2. Malach. 3. 10. Galatians 6. 2. 
Fob 2:17; As 18.26. Proverbs 20.22. 

They alſo: allow any private man to make an open 
Confeſſion of his Faith, or an Apology for his De- 
tence againſt unjuſt Accuſations; or being a Magiſtrate, 
to'givea Charge to the people, and this they warranc 
by other: Scripture ; and the Scriptures: before named 
m apply to the People onely? el 

$tothis part of their grant, andthe Scriptures they 
have uſed; we ſay-this.: 464 HLH HEE 4 F:06.4 > 

-I. The Texts named, and the dnties thereby preſſed 
doe” as 'much appertain- to the Preachers.as to: the 
People. h 6 FIVE 2 a 


& 4 RI: C i 5.434 y «+ i. C 
here. being not. one word jn any of them holding torch (1 
,Any..ſuch intention or. diſtinftion : onely, In AGs 15. 

[verſe 26. a place very neer tQ one of their Fexts, there is 
this; That Apollos ( a man then doub.lefle our of Olhice) 
(did mightily convince the Jews, andithat publikels, Þy 

| ES Ed ol a= AT Ot can ire lanh= 

;£ eScriptures,proving 7eſw was Chriſt. Nor can We 


bl 


-derffand_whar they; mean by thele tcarms; or how tO 
C : E4: | make 


any th C030 2525) ice Gy 22s eee TIT DOeY + Dy FIT ACE EX OP We CORE EI Ry 
6 ——_ SORES REEEIR ERIE - 4s. 0 


6 Preachers have forced theſe. Tgarms OceaBon- uni Lex non 
traordinarily, and Privately .uponR the 1 exts; diltngut non: |» 
raordinarily, and, P hen, HoninE forch ditinguendum- 


v1 TOs 


| P edofanc 

makeaiiy certain definition-of' them, or to'give to our 

ſelves any certain rules for the :gniding of our ſelves 

therdn. | Thedatics, enjoyned are common and nece(- 

fary ; the command-and: charge generall-and indefinite, 
how ,therr-thgy can, warrant ſuch diftinftions:afd rc- 


firitions; wedoenocunderſtand. :- ii 1 
* 3: Lerthe force and uſe of theſe words, and the, na- 
ture of. the duties thereby exjoyned, and the uſe and 
fetiſe of the words In other ſeripruces , as Ads 2,verſ.40, 
Hebrews Yo. verf. 22,23, 24, 25- Ad 15. v.32. Cap. 13. 
verſ. 15. 11-23. Titus 2. 3- Hebrews 5. 12, 2 Chron. 17: 
verſ-7, 8, 9.. cap. 19,6, 7. 2 Timath. 2. verſe 16, 25. be 
well weighed, and then ler the Preachers tel) as if they 
can, Pepin cheſs things doe differ” from Preaching ? 

and how'1 ey may be donewithonr Preaching? | 

_ 3+ For the thicd part. of the. things: they grant ns; 
That in caſe of planting, of decay, or corruption of a 
Church; :and; where a Churchis/ not regularly conſti- 
euted 5: that in theſcand duch like caſeraghted man may = 
cy preach wicthone atty ſolemne 
Call.: It fo, we defire them to! confider,; how neere our 

+ caſe in this time (at leaſt it» fome Congregations) comes 
;to'this?:-Ifoutr Charches: be rightly conftinited, why is 
therethen ſo-much labonr to alterand: reform! the con- 
RINMQONTRertotel tf bf be frog ond Vf 
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ny glve x Charge? and may not a 
his Charpe, take a'Texc of DOOONre: and 
Horne :. as Taſticeis ghe of the main pillars o 
& Conlfii-wedſthcheppinel 2 RE ERohet = 
It Captain rway Bhvit bits founded publiketyiCFor'ſo ic 
EP EE | febttis NOW grant) "May he” trot then for this 
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- parpoſgrakethe Text, Take 3.14. and thereupon ſpeak . 
halt an houre,or an houre? And may henor without lin, 
tai Obſervations and make Applications theyeupon ? 
; Andmay he:notdoetbis in his ordinary-conrte? They 
- grant, Thataman may :and muft [comfort his' afflicted 
 tniend ; May he nor then, if his friend be afflicted in 
Conſcience, 2nd many triends then about him urge to 


— this purpole,:E/qy/49.15. and thereupon take occalion 
to{peak-methodically a quarter ofan houre? S$o,aman 


- being.to , reptove drunkenefſe; in. /bis friend;,may he 
not ſpend time in laying open the fin and danger, and 
the curethereof? An able gifted man finding a people 
tainecd, with the opinion of Levelling, and meeting 
withan opportunity defiresto ſpeak a word with than 
about-it;, and he- doh then .and there finding them at- 
tentive, for the ſpace of an houre , excellently Preach up 
Magiltracy and: Miniftery , and ſharply reprove and 
condemn the contemners  and- oppoſers thereof; doth 
hendt,well2 Who: will.conderan theſe things as Jevill? 
And:what are theſe but publike Preacbings?, Weare not 
ignorant what; diſtin&ions and ſhifts are uſed-to avoid 
theſe evidences. | 
5. Butthus much we urge from the Preachers Do- 
Arines, And is notitheir praftiſe anſwerable hereunto, 
tha daily admiſſion of rangers, of whoſe Call they can 
have no affurance to preach in their Pulpits:: 
- Secondly, The ſecond main Argument we ſtand upon 4g.2.. 
. tOprove:the lawfulheſle of the:doing of this work inthe 
manner we contend: for, is this. That it is no where 
forbidden in the :wordeof God, and then/it cannot be 
nw: Letthem ſhewns, it chey-can,any Scripture 
_ that carrieth init the face ofa:prohibicion herein. Some 
" Place we know are urged to this purpoſe; but how um- 
pertincodly-we {hail thew' afterwards , in antwer to the 
Obje& ions. . ' (| his .dury.,then butng, aire necellary 
ancuſcfull wich Prayer, we know not any reaſon why 
the fame Rates and, Liberty thould nct: be given” and 


granted-in-the oneas inthe other : that itbe done i , all 
Ms 4. | places- 
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places, atall times, andall manner of wayes, i Tim.2.g, 
obe(.6.18" 1 Theſſ.3.10. £55 
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> Are. "= "h | * farms Argument 'is this, That the word of God 
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—IY d : command Ate For it doth every where conimand 
vs to Exhort, Warn, Teach, Comfort, Reprove, and edi- 
fie ohe another ; and this cannot! be done without the 

opening and application of Scripture; therefore this is 
commanded. . For ic is an undenjable cule, That when 

any thing is command«d;thatalto.js commanded; with- 
ourt'thewhich the'orher thing: cannot be done, nor doe 

any of Logue; Cone enjoyning theſe dutics, ſet down 

any time, or place, 'or manner for the doing thereof: 

And therefore- it is to be done in all places, and ar all 

_ timesz not forbiddewby any rule of Scriprgre: Heb. 3. 

Quando ali« yz 3.” Levit.19.19. 'Eſay 2.2.) Gal; 6.2: Hebr. 10.2425, 


_ Laan oe 26- 1 Theſſ. 5. 11. 14: Z=dev. 23. Proverb. 20. 22. And 


" & id line quo this ſeem<th to be plainly expretled, in Denteron. 7.8, 9. 


res ipa feri and 11.8, wheretheduty is commanded to be done | !y- 


_ non poteſt, mo down and riſing up | that is,by night and day F at home 


and abroad]. thar'is, in all plats; [yoing, walking; fitting] 
that is, Inevery aCtion, 1 Pet. 4. 10. As:every man hath 
received the gift, ſo let him miniſter the ſame, Rom. 112: 3. 6. 
and examples of ic we have, As 8. 4.19. 20. 18. 26. It 
they ſuppoſe that the doingof this in the meeting place, 
or ini the Palpir, doth:make it unlawfulllee them give ns 
reaſon for ics If it bebecauſe/itis ſo publike > We An- 
{wer Itisthe preſence of thePeople, and not the place 
fomach-thac doth make it publikeF for we take it that 
the” gilced brother ſpeaking in a Houſe, Barn or Field to 
one himdred/ people, is more publike then the Preacher 
ſpeakingour'of the Pulpit,and:in'the meeting<place to 2 
or3of the People only. Nor do we know any reaſon why 
agitted brother may not ſpeak publikely tro men by Ex- 
horeation, &c.' as well-as in Prayer and Praiſe to God, 
which they-have been uſed todoe,Nun.s6.1 I. 2'\Chron,zo: 
 _ , "L8319,20-2Rmys58. Luke 2.25; 2Kings 19.24,15. 20 -5: 
Arg. 4+ | ThenextmainArgumentisthis, ithat it being forbid- 
den to women to ſpeak publickly in the Church, 1 Cor. 


14:34 
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 geainſtthe Pulpit and Preachers Inchroachment. 


 inpermitredzo men Go to do. As the forbidding of certain 
perſons the entrie into the Congregation. of the Lord, 
Peit/23.doth neceſſarily imply, that all others nor forbid- 
dn, might enter into the Congregation : otherwitſe that 
prohibition of the Apoſt!c had been altogether imperti- 
- nentand ulelefle.. For. there were at that time no. women 
jnfoffice, but. extraordinary Prophctefſes, who did and 
might ſpeak publickly.. - But there w:re then certain wo- 
men in the Church, who had an excellent gift here- 
in to ſpeak Prophet like out of the word of God, as was 
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forctold, Foel:2, And theſe did a while uſe this gift pub- 
lickly as mendid, x Cor.1 1.4-5. But for ſome Reaſons the 
Apoſtte forbid it.to women, and permitted it onely to men 


inthe Churches of Chriſt. 
0b; Iris faidagainſt this, that the Law in France, for- 
— bidding women, the Crown, doth not allow any man to 
uſurp-it without right ?. 
©To which weantwer 1. The gifted man doth not lay a- 
 yclaim to, nor uſurp their office. 
2. The Law forbidding women, doth tolerate and im- 
ply itto be law!ull for any man that hath right; and fo 
. Our gitted brother hath to this uſe of this gite. 
--$- The main thing for proof of the lawtulneſs of this 
thing, is this : That ic hath been uſually ſo done, and ne- 
verdiſallowed,but rather approved by God and good men, 
'1 Cor. 10.11. The Elders, Numbers 11.23,242526,275285 
£9, prophefied (that is) their ſpirits were enlighrened with 
fupernaturalbknowledge, and their hearts filled with hea- 
venly virtue.And this > 26 did ſet forth with their tongues 
ina Divine manner,and with holy and fpirituall geſtures. 
| -SoS$au[propheicd, 1 Sam. 10 5.10.50 Neab preached to the 
h old world, (thartis).reproved their evill .deeds for which 
' his Soul was yexed, and torewarned them of the terrible 
Judgement.of God then ſhortly to come.upon them for the 
- lamezif they repented not,2 Pet. 2-5-1 Pet.3-19-20.1 Pet-q. 
. 6..S0. Fehoſbaphat preached, - 2 Chron. 19.6.7-90 his Princes 
Preached andtaught the people what was in the Bookof the Law, 
+2:Chron. 7.9.50 Stephen preached to- the Jews, Adts 7.59 


. tbe Seventy preat Chrifts command, Luke 10.1. tothe 17- 
ROO poached oy Chris 03 <H 7ob and his friends 


Argum.;. 


Diodat #p97 + 
the place. 


., -SeStmeonpreached.Luke 2.25,26, &C. 50 
RE F preached 
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us 


Simewun and Hanna Luk. 2. preachedin the Temple to all that were 
preſent. Apollos A&s 18. preached inthe Synagogue. The Scribes 
and Phariſees preached openly and ordinarily in the Tem- 
ple, and thegifted brethren in the Primitive times ſpake in 
the Church Aſſemblies,So thoſe Phil. 1.18: that Pal (peaks 
of, anddoth rejoyce in this that Chriſt was preached by then, 
were doubtlefſe men out of office, and it was a Cuſtome 
: amongſt the Jews (and this alſo is confeſſed by the Preach- 
ers) to ſufferany gifted man out of office openly and ordt- 
narily after the other duties were over and ended, to ſpeak 
in their Synagogues to the pro le (this only is faid by ſome 
bg Preacher in -renm mo eh he taught; but _—_ 

| . of the common people,which did interpret,did ſtand whil 
ce they didit on Luke 4.20- and As 13.6.) 42s 18.28.13; 
4:0 _ 15-20.20,9.20. Fo. 18.20. / And yet the Priefts and Levites 
EE» then, who had mach more reaſon then our Preachers, 
now tocall tt aw-uſurpation-upon their office) never made 


any queſtion of, or oppoſition againſt it. And although we 
Gd them often excepting againſt "them 'for the matter 


ting againſt them' for their 'work of preaching it ſelf, 
or - for preaching ' without” aCall ; nor doe wee 
find that ever the Primitive” Chriftians did make: a que- 
ftion of hearing ſach meti.' Lake 4.16, 17,18:Lake 2.42-46, 
"Sep wt 3-15,16,27-As 18.26: As 28.22-23..But ſome 


r the Preachers ſeem to ſay, that this was an ones! 45-000; | 
HT RE < an 


- 


or doftine they raughe, yet we never hear them excep- 
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eppard Eſq. 


agHE Keeping of. the people back from 
SL. Free uſe of the Scripture, I con- 
'f >. WAG to be a plant that our heavenly 
YAN father never planted : It ſhould bethe 
Mn Mie Preachers Cureyto pluck up this plant, 
by allerting the peoples Liberty : They not doing 
it, God hath raiſed up another Inſtrument'to doe 
the work, and carry the honour from them : Upon 
the veiw of the Book, I cannot but preſwade. you 
to enrich. the. world with the publication. The 
thing aſſerted. is a truth 3 the proofs pregnant, the 
reaſons cogent ,'and much good we apprehend to 
depend upan the Impreſſion : Nor let any think me 
partial in this perſwaſion , becauſe of my judgement 
and practiſe; for I ingeniouſly confeile were wy 
judgement contrary, you hold torth enough to con- 
vincez and I muſt fin againſt the light, ſhould Inot 
ſubſcribe and ſeal to what you write: Arid why may 
it not produce like effe&ts1n others z even in the An- 
tagonaſts, except a. ſpirit of contradiftion polleſs 
them,.the hope of informing them and rectifying 
their miſtakes, (were there no other ) might be mo- 
ng to let the Work ſee the world: Though 

- happily they may offer at an Anſwer, yet greatisthe 
truth and will prevaile : Truth calstotime her fa- 
ther to bring her forth to light ; ſhe hath been too 
long captived in darkneſs, reſcue captive truth. The 
peoples Liberty cals loud upon E 6's , break the 

ofit 


_ yoak of tyranny : And for oppoſition, reſolve, fe 
LY 4 juſtitia 


juſtitis &- ruat celum:; Plito is your freind, but 
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ruth more; you bave begun well, ride on, and 


- may your enemies filence, the peoples prayers:Gods 


mercies encourage you, rather then the ſuffrage of 
Tours 312 many dear reſpes, ' 


Septemb, 29, 1652. oSITTIS,, | 
£425 40% Fs PETER SIMON, 


<—_rTMEASAET CST 
(JE more in: reference to the Book that aſſerts the 


Peoples Liberty 5 my firſt Letter was mine own,nmy 


# 


of, the ſuffrage of ſome other Preachers, but this is 


oxſent of a Miniſter in print, viz. Mr. Samuel 
Bolton 7 b75 Arratignment of Errour pag. 94 to 118. 
If you pee to confol the Author » you will 'finde = 


light and his the ſame: and he being a man of Presbyte- 


ial perſwaſeon, none of that ſide, that ſhall read hin, 


will have wuch minde to oppoſe you: Meeting with this 
7 my reading, 1. could not but give you cogniſance, 4s 
the duty of, Sir, 


- Your Worſhips Servant in any 


Ng 2 *  'Goſpe-Trath 
Doh, 1644, | Peter Simon. 
. *Onthe Piots and, well defigned paines of - 


Williams Sheppard Efquire. 


e taken up this Book to an advantage, much like 
that the ſervant. had., when he took up his Maſters 


- Have 
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if Mantle, not that I ans made a Prop het by that diſcourſe 
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| ofpropheſie (for the ſame perſwaſion was mine before) 
ut 1 finde the ſpirit doubled upon me , in that my 

| apinion(ſince the reading of that piece) is more Angeli- 
| call, that is more confirmed : Tf any can be ſo disinge- 
nious , 4s tocounſel the ſmothering of that holy fire 
hi þ es there > 1 doubt their own light burns din, 
and that therefore they wiſh this under the Buſell : But 
the iſneis legitimate, and needs not to be deſtroyed in 
the wombe. To conceal a truth, is to mmrther it, and had 
the Author gone about to ſacrif ce this Tſaack, Tam con- 
fident Gol would either have ſtaid his hand, or by ſome 
diſ-acteptance turned the offering into a diſcontent - 


uftrve and communicable, and to bury it, is 
r 
is 


FX 
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Light is 4: 
te ſlay Goas firſt-born : And they who ſhould endeavour 
to quench this ſpirit,would teach men to deſpiſe Prophe- 
ſying, and ſo cloud that Goſpel-glory, all ſhould ſtrive 
to difceccl} ſe. The matter is truth, and that can ne- 
ver make hs Anthor bluſh ;, the manner temperate, the 
deſigne a peacefull and pious accommodation : And as 
holy men ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt; 
80 conſidering the rats and the ſeaſon of this labour, 
Tam confident the Author wrote it by the ſame com- 
pulſion, and is ordained an Inſtrument to heale thoſe 
diſtempers with which the ſelf byaſſed and ur jeelding 
ſpirits of ſome, do now oppreſſe us : Others ( as better 
Judges ) may preface how much they approve, I would 
| Petition a Publication, but that a ſtill voice within me 


whiſpers,that the Decree of God will either fruſtrate or 
prevent ſuch ſupplications, | 


, John Marſton, B..D. and Minilter at Henbery. 
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oy Siripture, Written by Alderman Titchbarne in 49. 
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- ſt the Pulpit and Preachers Ineroachment, 


erve and do, &c...3;Seewhat command is given. 1 Pet.4.10. 
This command'glven ta them to miniſter the gift they had 
received was not giyen to the officers of any Church, bat to 
the ſtrangers ſcattered through Pontrs, Galatia, Cappadocia, 


_- Aſa and Bithinia. 1 Pet.v. 1. We are not ignorant with what 


ſtraines of wit, and diſtinftion the Preachers Jabour to put 
by theſe Evidenecs and Authorities: 'they tell us that moſt 


_ of theſe men did not preach ; nor were their ſpeakings 


preachings, and yet they ſay they were matet ially the ſame 
with Preahcing, I would they would once tell us that we 


mightunderſtand it, what the difference is between Preach- 


andOrations, Common-placings, Speeches, Sermons, 


- 
weprove the lawfulneſſe of theuſe of this thing the which 


wecontend for,is this, that theApoſtle Part 1Cor. 1.14.doth _ 


prove the irregular uſe of this gitc in the Chucch, & doth 


-dire&them'in the right uſe thereof amongſt other gitts, this 
deingthe main ſcope and work of that Chapter, and this 
doth {eſtabliſh the uſe thereof, as Chriſt doth the uſe of ; 
''Faſtingand Prayer by reproving the Scribes and Phariſees 
fortheirabuſe therof Mat. 6.7.The 7 > main Argument for Arg.T. 
_ the defence ofthe publick Exercife of this: Gift, by a-man 
0 and out of 


office is this;that the'word of Gad ic1elt 
th tolerate it, and declare that it may lawfully be: done, 


and that with profit to the Church, and without any in- 


' Convenience at all, x Cor. 14-23+24-3143 2-Te may all, that is, 


all amongft you, that have this propheticall gift, as v.36. 
_ ra on that have this prop git, y_ 


is)uſe it one by one,(that is)orderly onea 


 . - Allther:that all may be taught, &thar all may be comforced 


v 
OE? 


(i.e.)that you may be mutually beneficred one by another. 
.But chis Text the Preachers labour to wrelſt from us. 
For they ſay that this Text is meant of ſuch onely as have 


 .-thepift and office both, and not of gifted men onely. And 
-.they hold that none may Tis but Prophets, 
| , 


ſuch as 
they 


andadilorder, to which we then further adde this.r, That 
| Chrld bhimſelfdid uſe ro:do.ithe diſputed & preached open- 
| | in their Temple and Synagogues, Lu:e 2-42. 46.4.16,17-» 
- Mat.3-35:2. Sce what Chriſt ſaith ro this, Mat.23.2.13. The 
ribes and Phariſees ſit in Myſes feat; all they bid you obſerve, that 


id Exhortations., 6.The next main Argument, whereby 4rp.6. 


Stabilie uſum 
ui tollir 


- The Peoples Priviledge and Duty givarded, 


| they wer, 495613.1,2,3.1 Cor. 12-28-29. 4815.32. Epbeſ.,, 


-. fandand-ma 


11. And'then they ſay, that men-out of office areno where 
in Scripture called Prophets, but diſtinguiſhed from them, 
Mat. 10.48. They alſo urge againſt us,v. 32. of 1 Cor. 14, 
the Spirits of the Prophers are ſubje& to the Prophets, 
Hence they inferre, that it is of Prophets onely that the A. 
oftle doch ſpeak in tharplace. They i tac that this gift 
of Prophelie, whereof the Apoſtledid there ſpeak, was un 
extraodinary gift of that time onely, and is now ceaſed. 
An. "To clearthis, wemuſt conſider what is meant by 
Prophets, and what by propheſying now in-Goſpcl-times, 
the Prophets and proheſying now under the Goſpel-times 
were, and aremuch like unto it under the time of the Law, 
There were and are xwo ſorts of Prophets, or two ſorts of 
pPropheſying. There was a Prophet, or there were Pro- 
 Phets properly ſo called. And theſe were of two forts, or 
their office lay 'in two things. 1. In teaching. 
-2.In foretelling thingsto come,or in revealing ſecrets. 
Theſe were ſuch, as having an extraordinary Call from 
'God onely, and having an extraordinary meaſure of the 
ſpirit were able, and did miraculouſly, and upon a ſydden, 
+ Ea pogaondor or premeditation at all, under- 
| | eknown the /mind of God, and eſpecially 
_ Inthedark and | trance: Fan of Scripture:and ſome- 
times, or ſome of them could, and did reveal fecrets, and' 
toretcl] things to come.Sucha one was Agabus, As 11.17. 
-x$.24. 0.x 1.Such were the four daughters of Philip, At.21- 
:5.Such were Barnabas ond Simeon, 8 Lucius and: Saul, AQ.13. 
'x;and ſuch were Fudds and Silas, A; 15.32.and fuch, orat 
-Teaſt fach like were'thoſe twelve brethren, of whom we read 
in AQs 19:to v.g.forinv.5;and 6.Ttis ſaid, that aſſoon «5 they 
were bapriſed by Paul, and'when-he had laid his hands upon them, 
they received the Holy Ghoſt, "and they ſpake with tongues and pro- 
- Phefied.So alſo Fobn theBuptift.Mat-r 1.7.9.And'of theſe Pro- 
phers, and this kind'of propheſic onely or eſpecially, it 
Tees it is that is ſpoken of tn "theſep/aces, 1 Cor.1 2-25. 
" Fpb.4.17. Chriſtathis Aſcenſion;gavefirſt 4peſtles, ſecondarily 
k -Prophats;8ec. 1 Cor.13.2:Though\E havethe pift of Prophefie, an. 
 devſtand all my fteries, "&c.Mat. 5, #2423. In-thyname have we 
- Propheſied, caſt out Devils, and done wonderfull things, ſo Mat. 15: 
2,” ”"* Rb . It 
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agdinſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment. 
_ kay be ſaid. The Church had ſuch Prophets before Chciſt, 


IT 


Itis.; uwered, .Itis rrue, Thoſe Prophets did foretell the grace 
- thatis now brought to the Saints by the reyelation, of Jeſus 


"+ % 
4350 or 8 


being intreſſed in that grace , and filled withche holy Spirit of 
Prophecy, as they were given by Chrilt, fo were they of ſingulax 
Office as the Office. of Apoltles and Evyangelifts, and this Gife 
like'the, Gift of Tongues and Miracles, were Offices and Gifts of 
and for that time onely, And it is agreed on all fides, that thele 
_ asto ordinary uſe are ceaſcd, 


" But- thea there were and 


WE are {uch as are improperly and by 
Way of relemblance called Prophets , either becauſe God dig 
more reveal himſelt ro them than to others, and they had part of 
the propheticall Gift. | So Balaam was called a Prophet, be- 
caule he- propheſicd, 2 Peter 2, 16. So Noah was calleda 
Preacher , becaule he preached, 2 Per. 2. 5. So ſome were 
called Singers, that had a rare gitt in makingof Songs, though 
they wete not fingers in office, x Chron. 25. 6. 1 Kings 10.12. 
Ezrah 3.” 69, 2 Sam, 22.1, 2,07. 2 Sam, 23. 1, So the 
dig Rev. :22. 9, doth call himſelf a Prophet , becauſe 
he did propheſy as the Prophets did, So the two Witnefles who 
prophe 


Pi 
wo 


ied, Rev. 1. 3,4. So Abraham, Iſaacgand J2ro0b, 
keem to'be called Prophets, G*, 20. 7. Pſalm 105. T5. 
Ando we fay of a maa thac hath ludied the Law, and hath 

. good $Kill in it, albeir be profeſs ic not, that he is a Lawyer. 
r they might be called Prophets, becauſe they took themlelyes, 

or others took them to be ſo, 1 (vr. 14. 37. Andthele were 
ſuch, whether men in or our of Office, that had a gifrand Skill 
above others by their [tudy and labour in the word ( and not ex- 
tempore or miraculouſly ) and were able to open and a) ply it 
tothe profit and edification of others, I Cor. 14. I. I 11m. 4: 
CIS 3 Tow, 2, 15, I 13. $-- 17- And this 
We doenot find to be any where more applyed or appropriated to 
the Preachers than to the People. But the Preachers in office 
are clearly diſtinguiſhed from chem , as they are from Apoltles 
and Eyangeliſts, Epheſ.4.11.1 Cor.1 2. 28. And the word doth 
ſem rather to be applyed to LEN 105.15.Gen. 20.3. 


- Chriſt, bur knew little of ic, 1 Per. 1, 17, 12. Butthele 


aſeto the Churches.in the fi: plantatioa thereof. And this 


41 
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4 | The Peoples Privilege and Duty guarded , | 
the places urged by the Preachers to this ſe, x Cor. 14. 
| EIN Row! 18.' 19. It. 767 Wikis more belors 
- to them thap to others. Andaccording to” this there was and is 
_ a Gift of Prophecy, which is nothing elfe but an ability and 
$kill that ſome mer have above others to teach, or to open and 
expound Scripture, and to apply it to the edification, exhortation, 
and comfort of others, t Cor. 13.9. 14.73, And theſe are the 
Prophets, andthis is the Prophecy incended eſpecially in theſe 
places, 1 Theſ. 5.20. DeSþiſe'not Prophecying. And fo Rey, 
Fo. Ix. 19. Io. 1 Cor. 14.1, andfrom yerſe 24. to 31. Rom. 
I2.6, 1Cor. 13. 9. All thoſe thatare ſaid to witneſs againſt 
thedodtrine and doings of Antichriſt are faid to Prophely, Rev, 
It. 3. 6. Some other Scriptures there are which perhaps may re- 
ferre to both theſe kinds of Prophe:y, as 1 Cor. 12.6, 7,8, 9, 
Io. Mar. 7. 22523. 1 Cor. 14. 24-31, Thele Prophets and 
this kind of Prophecy that we have thus laſtly laid open, are not 
ex'raordinary nor ceaſed, but have been ard (till are iq the Chri- 
ian Churches, and this Gift of Prophecy is, and'is to be found 
inthe Preachers, and people,whohaye or may haye it at this day, 
1 Cor, T4. I. 3. 24.29.31. 1 Pet 4.10. Rom. 12.46. 

And that this Gift was not exTaordinary and for that time 
onely, but continueth (Il in the Church, we prove by theſe 
Scriptures, Joel 2.18. Your ſous avid Haughters (hall propheſ! Y 

| | (thatis) ſhall beby rhe Spirit hvely and ſpiritually inlightened 
=_  --: in the Khowledge of the myſteries of the Goſpel , and ſhall ſome 
; Notes of the oi them haye prophetike Revelations : ſo the oloſs is upon this 
Aſſembly. text Rev. 19.10. The teftimony'of Chriſt is the Spirit of 
men npon Prophecy (that is) they that givefſTeflimony to Chriſt have (o 
tbe Text, far forth theSpirit of Prophecy, Rom. 12,6. 1 Cor. 2. 12. 16. 
_ Atts 1 7 18. Towhich we may adde theſe reafons. Firſtit 1s 

| reckoned amongſt ordinary and continuing gifts, Row. 12. 6: 
iCor,14.1; Secondly, all Chrift's people of all ſorts and in 

| Alltimesandplacesare carneſtlyrodefire,and carefully to labour 

for this : -butif ir were ancxtraordinary gift it were not to be de- 

fired, nor could it -be- gained by in uftry, I Cor. 14. 1. 39- 

Thirdly,-itis by 4 ftandin and continuing rule of the Goſpel! 

not tobedeſpiſed, » Thef. 5. 20. Fourtbly, there are many 2: 

this dayin che Church that haye ir,  * | Sk 

- "at 
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| again the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment. 
_ ® Thatthisgift of Prophecy is not a gift proper to Preachers 
- alone, butcommon to the yeople with them ; we have proved 
already by thefe reaſons. Firſt, tne exhortation gives to move 
us co defire and labour for ity is as much direRted to the people a3 
to the Preachers, 'x Cor. 14. 39. Secondly, it was propheficd 
and promiled that as well the people as the preachers ſhould haye 
it, Joel 2. 18. Efay. 44. 3. Thirdly, the gift licth in this one- 
ly, To deable to underſtand and ſpeak Gods word to the edi- 


fication, exhorration, and comfort of others, 1 Cor. 14. 3. Am. 
ry wherein many of the people haye a fingular faculty and 


orft as well as the preachers, Fourthly, the work to be done , 
and duries to be performed by prophecy, being to teach, exhorr, 
reproye, and comfort, are as well the workes and duties of the 

ople as the preachers, 1 Thefſ. 5.11. Jude v. 20. Heb. 3. 
r3. To. 25. 1 Theſſ. 4.18. Fiftly, the people as well as the 

achers by their labour after it may attain it. Sixtly, diyers 
bad heretofore this part: of the Prophets Gift , that had not the 
Prophets Office , as Agar , Prov. 39.1. Bathſheba, Prov.z1.t. 
Zutharias, Luke 1.67. And of this gift of opening and applying 
Sctipture, it is that we affirm a lawfulneſs'in the bogs And 
that theſe Gifts where they are, ought to be uſed in a ſubordinate 
way in the Churches of Chrilt, as that which will be very ule- 
full and profitable to them, 1 Cor. 1 #13, 14. I Pet. 4. 10, 
Ii. eAMatt.5.15. 25.1415, 16, 17. Fc. 

Now haying premiſed theſe things, we ſhall by way of an- 
fer labour to recover what the Preachers wreſt from us from 
thatplace, x Cor. 14. 23, 24- 31, 32. . And firſt as to that, 
That thoſe were men in Office onely who are meant in that 
Rs we can and dowith the ſame confidegce deny it as they 

Im it, h 
"And we hold that thoſe Prophers were certain choice'men that 
had' ſome oifrs of the Spirit above other men, | and eſpecially in 
this, to 'open and apply the Scripture to the edzfication of others, 
whether believers or unbelievers, 1 Cor. 14. ZI. 24 Andthelc 
were neither ordinary nor extraordinary Officers of the Church. 
And out of theſe it is probable the ( hurches did chooſe their 
fficers! as they did heretofore chooſe their Prophets out of the 
bools of the Ptophers, 1 Samggg.20. Andto ſuch as __ 
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it was as Par] doth adyile Timothy to commit the things he 
hadreceiyed, that they might teach them to others, And of 
ſuchas thele it is as the Apoltles ſpeaks here. And for proof 
of our opinion herein, we offer thele reatons. 

I. There were ſuch in the Primitive times, as the 70. Lyke 
10. 1, Andthole 1 Pet. 4. 10, whom the Apoſtle doth cx- 
hort to Miniſter the Gitt which they bad received one to an- 
other, were not Officers in any Church, butſtrargers {cattered 
through Ponties, Galatia, Cappadocia, Ajia, and Fiihy- 
Wwa,4 Fee. I. 2... And thole 1-Cor. 12..31. & 14. 1. 
whom Pax/cxhorts to coyet the belt gifts, and delire to prophe- 
ly , were noc Officers but the People of che Church of Cor:zth. 

2, If itſhould be taken of Officers of that Chucch only , 
then did Part write that Epiſtle yery confuſedly , not diſtin- 
ouiſhing between the Officers and the People . br Dis manner 
of writing in.theſe Epiſtles,is as general and as promiſcuous as in 
his other Epiſtles; and that which he writes here is as general 
and promitcuous as that which he writes in all other places ot 
the Eviſtle. That whichis ſaid. in theſe places, is ſaid to the 
{ame perſons mentioned in 1 Cor, I. 2, (v1z,) to the Church 
of God at Corizth, to them that are ſanAified in Chriſt, called 
to be Saints, 8&c.For whom he thanked God for the grace giv- 
en unto them, v. 6. thpt in every thing they were intiched in 
all utterance (z.e,) ability to ſpeak to exhortation,&c. 

3. This Gitc of Prophecy, and him that hath it,is clcerly di- 
ſRinguiſhed from the Church-officer and his Gifts, and all the 


ordinary Officers and' their main works particularly named, 


| Row. 12. 6, 7, $. For it is there called a Gift, and rec- 
_ Koned amonglt Gifts. Having then Gifts, differin 


o. according to 
the gracethat is pfyen to us, whether Prophecy, ſer us prophely 
9G ABe 3, Oh the proportion of Faith;or Miniftrylet us wait on 
our miniſtring,or he that Teacheth, on teaching,hethar Exhor- 
teth, on Ethortation,&c.” So then it is of men oifted, And 
theſe are ſometimes called Prophets, \ Rev. 11. 3. Tat then 
which the Apoſtle doth ſpeak of, is of , and to-theſe Prophets, 
and not to the Officers of the Church alone: - | 


4 The Officers of this Church were but few, and to apply 
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againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment. 45 
rence-or. words of the. Chapter and Text. And as for that 
Textin Hat. 10. 41. that will not help them, for either 
all other men in office but Prophets are included in the word 
righteous men, or they are not included atall. Butve ſhall 
-- giye-this 2 further an{werin the next part. 2, For the next 
thing, admitting this againſt us, we anſwer further, 1. The 
' Text we (tand upon doth not ſay, they might be all Prophetg, 
bur they might all propheſy one by one, And they that wet 
no Prophers might notwithſtanding propheſy, as did the High 
' Prieſt, Joh. tt. 5i- Agar. ' Prov, 30. 1. Bathſheba, 
Prov. 31. 1. andothers. Nor will the Preachers Text here- 
in, I Cor. 12. 29, any more warrant this doctrine that none _ 
. may propheſy but Preachers, than that none may teach but | ; 
Teachers in office. 2. Some might think 76". a or be 
thought of others to be Prophets (that is) to have prophericall 
Gifts, andto ſuch the Apolile might ſpeak, 1 Cor. 14. 37. 
calling upon them to keep order in all their doings herein, y. 40. 
v.37. If any man thiok himſelf ro be a Prophet, &c, had this 
been ſpoken to a Propher in office ,, he need not think , but mult 
necds know himſelf ſo ro be. 3. This Chapter,and the Cohe- 
rence thereof , is cleerly againſtthis reftrained lenle. 
Fort, This Epiſtle was directed only to this Church of Coriz:h, 
as others to the £ phefians ,' ( oloſſtans , &C, And then the 
ordinary teaching Officers thereof were but Two. Nor is ic 
probable that there were then thereof ſtrangers many more 
teaching Officers. And how the Apoſtles di 
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{courſe in: that 


place can ſuir with , or may intend ſo few, let any man judge, 
- 2. Thoſe perſons which he ver. 1. doth perſwade to covet 
the belt Gifts, and that he doth defire might have them, ver. 3. 
allthoſe that yer, 23. did uſe to come together, and which 
are there called the whole Church, .and all thoſe by whom an 
unbeliever might be convinced, ver. 24- and all thofe who 
might in:erpret or ſpeak with Tongues, yer. 23, 245 26, all. 
theſe excep: the women, ver. 24. might, if they had che Gift of ; 
Prophecy , propheſy one by one; and theſe were not all of them Gexera/e 
_ turely men of office. | Bo wa Hoc na Li 
3. The words are generally ſpoken of all the oy | ers 0 hy = 


theChurch , and therefore muſt be generally undexit 
Fr 4. Many dum. 
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26 The Peoples Privilege and Duty guarded, 
4. Many learned and Godly men haye taken this to be the 
ſente of the place, And it was fatd by -one of the Martyts, 
That chis Text had been alwayes taken in this ſenſe till the 

Foxes Az ve of Gregory the og” 
nale; 1870, But they reply agamftthis, That this word All hath ſome. 
times another ſenſe, as whea it is faid, Chrift died for 2/} me, 

Jp this we anfiver, Tr. Thatmay be true; but here it is molt 

agreeable with the Tenor and Coherence of the whole Chapter, 

and the Analosy of Scripture, to take it in the general tenſe, 2, 

The ſame word in givers other places in the tame Epiſile, and 11 

thelike Sentences, is ſoraken and undetftood, as 1 Cor, 7. 7. 

6 3.19 13 19. 10: 33. At. 20. 20+ 

Itis faidfurther, that if the word be fo generally to be ta- 
ken, then every. man may prophely. An. To this wean- 
fwer, Evety man cannot; there are bur ferv that have the Gift, 
and there were not many then'that had the Gift, But further 
it's aid, that then women mich propheſy ? And fo they might 
if tt had not been prohibited; 

_ Asfor that in v. $2. theSpirits ofthe Prophets , &c. The 

fenſe which the Preachers oive hereof (ro wit) that the doctrine 
ofthe Prophers beino Minifters of the Church tut be ſubject to 
the op 00 ather Prophers(z.c, )Minilters of the Church, and 
1othey referre it to ver. 31. that did precede it; this cannot 
be the ſenſe , for this 1s nothing at all ; becaule the Spirits of the 
Pro ets in that ſenſe are ſub je not onely to the Prophets, but 
to all the teſt of the Members of the Chutch, 1.'Theſ/; 5. 20, 
21, Af..17. 11. We tnuſt therefore find out another fenle, 
Some therefore expound itthus, The Spirit (5.e.) the dodtine 
Of Giftsof the Spirit. Of the Prophets, (that is)ſuch as bave this 
tical oifr, See 9.37. areſubje& ro the Prophets (that 
TY, 

oh 
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ey may order the uſe and exerciſe of their own Gift as they - 
le, fo as there be no difotder or-confuſion therein, - Orhers 
"Thins Tharif their Spirirs be guided by the Spirit of Truth, that 


Spirit will teach them fo to ſubjeQ their Spirits to themſelves 
.,, and'oneto-another,” as thereby to. ayoid.that. confuſion that 
ny them, ver.26,, of which God is not the Author, 
Andastothe laſt branch ofthe objeton,” That the Gift 


WAS 


fs the Plpit and Pregchers Incroachment. 
was then extraordinary and is now ceaſed,we anſwer as we haye 


* 


day. - 2. The Gifts which theſe Prophets had weie none other 
but whatare giyen to Chriſtians out of office at this day, 3, 
Such as women having might not uſe publiquely, and there- 
fore were not babes Jap 9as foreteHing of things to come, for 
 thisthey might have dotely declared. 4. No other but areto 
be wiſhed for by all the Saints, and therefore not extraordi- 
nary; & 7 
% The next Argument ſhall be this, That ſuch men are fit- 
ted and furniſhed by God with abilities for this work: and 
Wherefore doth God give them this; to do nothing with it ? Na- 
ture doth nothing in yain, and ſhall we think the God of nature 
doth anything in yain > — 
- 9. Ourrextgenerall Argument and reaſon is this, That 
there haye been and are _ oodly and learned men who have 


beld, and doe bold, the lawfulneſs of this thing. Take a few for. 


once already,that it is not cealed,  x,. For many have itat this 


47 


thereft,* Ameſins bath thele words, That for the, preaching Te couſer- 
and teathing of the Gofpel a ſingular calling 15 not required. e;;4 or e- 


dome of Goda, and therefore that they teach others the doctrive 
of God, 2. Tr is nece ary ſometimes that men be convinced of 
errors and mifftakes in truth, befi re a calling can be rightly in- 
ituted, 3. Becanſe the people being ſometimes deftitute 
of a Mini$ter , cannot without the loſs of edification be holpen : 
unleſs ſuch men be al'owed to inftratt them who as yet are not 
rightly called to the Miniſtry. And Further he faith, that not on- 
1 privace bur alſo publick preaching may be exerciſed without a 
_ Ingularcalling. Firſt in a Church to be conſtituted. 'Second- 
ly in a Church conſtituted with the aprobation of that Church, 
if confuſion be avoided aff order obſerved, 1 Cor. 14. 23. For 
ſaith he, it belongs to the Churches edification , that they who 
excel others in Gifts, do exerciſe thoſe gifts before others, to help 
and ſtir them up. Again he faith. "That there wa's in the Pri=- 
mitive Churcha certain propheticall exerciſe diſtinct from Ke 
mons, 1.Cor, 14. 31, Thatnot onely Minifters were permit 's 
toule this exerciſe, 'but alſo amoneſlt the brethren, the chief an 


molt 


Ro 


Headdes theſe reaſons, 1. Becanſe it is the duty of all Chriſti- jus jure et 
ans thyu they promote as much as they can the King- caſio ms. 
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48 The Peoples Privilege and-Duty guarded, 
moſt expert for thoſe gifts which'they had conferred to them, 
: - _ Thatitwasalſolawtull for other men of the Church for the {ake 
E of learning to-propoſe their doubts, that they might be raug of 
: thole who were more skiltull, That where this exerciſe may 
be conveniently brought into Churches , it ought not to be con- 
remned, x Theſſ; 5.' 20. Firſt becaule it 1s moſt agrecing to 
the order of primitive.Church approved by the Apoliles, 
Secondly, becaule it helpeth to ſtir up, cheriſh and increale ſpi- 
tuall oifts in ſeyerall believers. Thirdly, becaylſe it taketh away 
I | neeligence and envy, and nouriſheth charity. 

D oftrine of Mr. {"tton, agreeing herewith ſ{aich thus, z/here there te 
3g the Church more Prophet s beſides the Elgers, they may propheſie two of 
E P.6. three if the ttme permit, The*Blders calling to them, whe- 
ther of the ſame Church or others, if they have any word of Ex- 
- bor:ation for the Pecple, to lay on. © And. for the becter edity- 
-ingof a mans ſelf or others it may be lawtul tor any young 0: 
old (faye onely women) to ask queſtions art the mourh of tne 
_ +Propherts, forproof wuereof he brings amongſt'others, 1 Cor. 
14.29. 3H '24. 35; 
Add with Mr 4" agree, the Elders of the Churches ot 
—_ | New England in their anſwer to the 27, Quelticn ſent to them 
Church-70- from ſome Miniſters here. So Craddocks Sermon of Marie 
Vernmen'y 16. 5. AlſoMr. Thomas Goodwinand Mr. Nye, in their E- 
2874 6 ch | poem to Mr. Cottons book of the keyes of ay re F 
£ cn © heaven, ſay thus. we humbly conceive propheſyins (as ihe 
© aiſcuſſeds | abies: 705ns, it) ſpeaking to EG 42 he whole 
| P-TT* Church,” may ſometimes be performed by brethren gifted, 

_ though not tm office as the Elders, | 
\- We ſhall conclude, thqugh a cloud of witneſſes might bc 
Ns 'brought'in to this Truth, With the Teſtimonie of the Engliſh 
Apology 0 Exiles of. the Low-Countries, Poſition 4. That diſcreet, 
the Exiles, faithful, and able men, though not yet in office of Miniſtry, may 


_ Þ-45- - preachtheGoſpel and whole Truth of God, that men being 

6  iirft converted may be joyned in boly Communion, &c. 1 Cor. 
b "14. 24. 25, 3, | 

S | -, To. Thelaſtargument that we produce for the ſupport of this 

W545; Primitive Apoſtolical Inſtitution, may be taken from the ex- 


- C<llent ends and good cffeRts that are and may-be produced _— 
| OF 
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 agaluſtthe: Pul pit and Preatheys Inervachment, 

believes converted, 4+. 11.21.1 Cor, 14. 31. 24s © 2, Heres 
. by menmay be tneed and tryed for the work of the Miniſtry, x 

Tim. 3. 10::  3- Herebyche dogtrine of che Goſpel will be 
kept and preſeryed pure, which may be endangered if onealoze 
muſt preach, and "the teft fir, {till and be denied: this liberty fo 
"much as to. queſtion what they hear, t'Joþ. 4. 1. 4. By 
this mea'will be firred up to bz more zealous of Spiritual Gifts, 
and ſeek to excell therein for the cdification of cheChurch, and 


chis will caute a progrels and growth in grace. 5. By this the” 


Gifts of the Spirit 4a the Saints will be Kept-in vigour, and not. 
queached,r 772f.5.18. 19. 6. H:reby: queltions may bede- 
bared,doub s and cafes in conſcience retolved, tcruples removed; 
and other Church-duties performed, 7, By this means the Saints 
© will hold forth cocach other thedleſſed experiences they have en- 
joyed ofthe coming in, workingand power of the Spirit of God 
upon them, 8.:And all this will make exceedingly tor the gloryof 
God inthe manifcttation of his manifold Gifts of Grace. : And 
- we all know that. experieace is the beſt Teacher. To this we. 
might add the evil mY 
ule of theſe exerciles and helps. For by this, 1. The gifts 
. of the Spirit in the Saints are much queached. 2. Thereis 
much ignorance of God and his Truths amongſt us. ' 3. By this 
many experimencal Truths of God(though brought to the birth) 
do dte, and ne ver ſee theliceht, 4. Hencc it is, that we have 
fo many ignorant, formall , drouſie, luke-warm proteflors a- 
mongſt us, little be:ter than choſe of Z 4odicex or 'Sards, who 
had a name that they lived, but were dead. 5. Bythis the 
high choughts of ſome of our Preachers of themlelyes , and the 


God dwells: by his Spirit, and who. in this Gift. may. perbaps 
come-up to many of them, is cheriſhed and maintained... And 
hence ir is happily tha they cry out againſt 'thote tharule it,/as 
thoſe that ſeek to root out the Miniſtry of the Goſpel; 6: And 


laſlly, by this the way of heating the Goſpel is much fraimed | 


Andnarrowed, for ifnone but Officers-much preach, then.none 
bur ſuch muſt be heard.: And then ic will be neceſlary that e- 

_ veryone thar dothpreach, doyfirit of all fatisfte che people thar 
hs of 


alc 


s which do ariſe bythe neglect and dil- 


low and undervaluing thoughts they have of others in whom 
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co-bear him hex, and; 6. fw then in theſe our. r.dayes 
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X 4 = huchlke her laces, for that we conceive theſe 
:be too.genera overhe pointin band, » \Nor: do. we infift 
y upon the. Samaritan womans fobs 4. 28, nor” 
A ore the be of Stephamsz, and.ſome others, which we do 
| not-conceive to have any: ge inthem, Nordo we ſtay up- 
be on the reaſons , That Ordination dgch bur declare a man to be a 
x Miniſter... TharEle&onbath: included in it the ſubliance of 
= Oxdination, « Fharcheredsnd virtue wr Minifters hands to make 
Miniſters; © That there-are - no Presbycers: now. left. Thelc 
ings we purpolely waye as/things farre off, and we conceive 
Wie: zavecnough neerer at hand... . | - » 
/ Wehaverherefore now done with the proof of our Aſſertion , 
drome, laceto-anfwer the QbjeQions of the 
againſt »Wherem we ſhall onely wc upon the 
molar I rg, nodp WOES EO. NY to come 
ro anend.. 
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x" T0 Ap &” Sa IANS ply the free Expoſi- 
- tion and. Application of. 34-0 Ne men. out of Of- 
a ag 4 


"Wy 
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of Be Dr Can argue RE the inlWfolars of _ 
0p ky rl Noi) Sean manzthough never ſo well a- 
nd gifted ro.do-it.. / Some-argue onely-againfi the publique 
ves fo them and their Ar» 


*=Obo 44 The fi f :Objefdida minds by - oficbe. Preach- 
i Fi ay p 4 eos mer and axchoriry of Scripture 69 <parY 
Yophecy ,or Preaching, dothi belagg to Preachers in.office 9nl). 
ttedeo'thees only $11. Tim. 
ies ($3 24.'Tit,/ 3." 35 Aud 
they 


py ns ay: 5 Tim: 912 


ag ainilÞ the Pu pits and Soccer Incroachment. 
eto tak mp nd make them. kaowy ,, Mal. 
« | ne LIS 9M pieſerve knowledge, &c.' Ant 
- 7 | er ſary a th hos Ls committed tothem alot, and 
E” that the 1 bave Camm ſ[ion to preach the Scriptures, Tit, 
1. 3. Mar. 28; 9. Marke 16. x5. 


. IN}+ _ We. a 4 aver to every part - of this, / | And Sr(> 
-D way of 6 1 2.7200 'Beir. arre from.us £0: rake. anything 


| from the dipnt-y orau. oy Peels in the word of God t6 
|: ue to this Officer or office, Row, 12; 3. For it is out of 
all queſtion that there is lomeraing fingular' and extraordinary 
Fo And that there. 1 is lome emnengy and exalrney in 


$4 %.4 


nd] eachingabove cg :yond other Began big Teaching, 
ſeldome or never called Preachers or Preaching, Aad Cont 
 thing-there is undoubtedly committed to and required of "the 
Preachers in office, as to the preſervation and-promulgation! of 
the wordof' 'Gad,over and above whats committed to,. and re- 

qu ed of other men out of office. What-elſe do. mean all the 
pecial Charges, Commands, and Direions oiyen to. theſc 


men alone in this office,as to this very thing. The difference then: 


I 9. 
ſeems xo lie not ſo much inthe matter, as inthe manaer, mealixe- The ; oY 


and order. Gift Exhortation, Teaching,Reproving, and Comfor- 
ingofrbe ifted man, or of any other of the people;to the'reſt 
le, is materially one and the ſame with the Exhortation, 
Shri » Reproving,, and Comforting of the Preacher to the 
people: Ru i the manner and order they differ/much.-Thepeople 
are wi | bo pby, as well as; che Preachers, 19, preſerys and- 
ma! 4 (a2 the Truths of Godin! his words but: diverſly. 
For: Y, "The Nth are bound to this , ex officio (tharis) by 
cellity, as being the ſpecial duries of their places, and by au- 
ority, * " The people. alſo by a common Duty. are' £© have a 
mmoi care hereof, This may be illuſtrated by ſome familiar 
imilitudes,” Tn a family all the. children an ſeryants- are'to 
look tp their parents arhmatiees eſtaces & affairs, out of 2 gene- 
rall Vi rok common Dury, that is between thergg But morc 


hes ic 2198 o,look:to. it that -atenot- oodly chil- 
a b k = an Them by: that Relation, biithave a: 
2? Tru} ag Mg” Finabore the ceſts. So every mem- / 


ter 


Titus, . 


of FFles toTi- 
mothy 4xd 


PedplesT rio boitg and Day guard, 
- pf | : re bet r his Og 


LL 1 ood] cyolyetd, is totake care to ap- 
ehend and puniſh felors S, and to keep the publique Peace: 
Bur Ju (ices « Ti bound Conſtables , and ſuch like Officers, 

a OED: . So eyery man is bound to utter, 
Yes, Drunk ards » and fuch 


doate1 _ more 'bounthbeing bound by their office and oath fo 
ag Souldier is to give notice of the @: cmy, and ap- 

pact da noer?- - but the Farch-man, or Scout, is much more 
un 


a. 


A of Srate is to be made known 
| y \ y 'of proclamations the peopte of the'fame pla cc, or by 
tEmbaſſave to the people of another place; And the 
Þ o ben ade known: are of hi concernment , and otcat 
E conſequence to bemade known, and made known with ſpeed, 
7 nd'the ent of theproclamarion is ohely to make it known, e- 
ID _ - " vetyman-muhiseaſeis bound] to help Fire the publication 
-” 7 weof ;"! But the Heraulll, Meſſen r, or Embaſſador deſigned 


fo to do; /$6'whean an A 


ws At 
Sg 4 - / 


Ew, pon cs to Gi it.' Soc itis in this caſe, all the peo- 
| * . plecfi fa common and peneral Dury are to look to the 
ons + Ke op ee olvento'the 'Sainrs , and belp to further the Preach- 
” Tote Zope, Jude v.2. 1 Tim, 3. 15. They are alſo to 
Ea we a prove, Comfort, &c, but the Pract are from 

eir c m_ b * Þ mg obligation bound hereunto. 
they are bc nd to preach; foare they bound to do it 
rouſlythan others ,/ are with all dili- 
eſtneſst publiſh.che Word « God, as an Em- 
r auld, Roms. 10. 14, Eſay 40. 9. Lift up thy 
7 b Ftre\ , lift. it ur, and e wat afraid, &£.v.6.Cr), 
" Va3- Efay 48.1. Cry a rey has not, lift up thy vorce like 4 
Le 5:06 s No "9.2 7: So'Johy the Baprift and Chriſt 

| Alat 3-- Joh. 7 48. 37: 

ay P ” < with. all authority K Ze 2, 15. 2 
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et againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Introachmeyt, 
2. 4. They are to give themſelyes wholyto it, x 75m. 4 33. 
When once they take upon them the Office, they are-then to 
_ make a'profelfioa thereof, and ro make it their calling; theyare 
then to own themlelyes, and to be own'd by others, ro be prea- 
chers in Office; and they are then to peach with more a. 
and authority, and more folemaly, publikely, and frequently, 
. aad yer as to the matter of preaching, they preach no otherwile 
than as they did before, Ic js obſervable for this which is faid 
Mat. 4. 17. That from that time ( that 's) when John was | 
cat into priton, ({oriſt began topreath:; that is, as our Divines 5,4 thy ſe 
interpret 1t, he took upon him the publike Office of a Prophet of the Aſ. 
or Prtacher,, for he had doubtlels taught before, but now Jobs /.,,þ1; nou 
is in ptifon , he undertakes the care of preaching to the people,” j,, Yee 
now he:teachech as publikely as John did , now heteacheth in Nt 
their Synagogues, L»ke 4. 14, 15. nowheteacheth, ordina- 
 rily, openly, andi all places, who before perhaps did ic more 
: rarely and obſcurely. This may be iUuſtcated by the familiar 
exumple of a Lawyer, who may beas able to plead or give ad- 
vice, and may happily give advice to many, and plead in ſome 
Courts before , as after his call to the Bar : But then , when 
he is called tothe Bar, makes an open profeſſion of the calling , 
wears his Barriſters Gown , praQtiſeth in every Court, and gives 
advice to cyery man that asks it, and gives up himſelf wholly to 
the work, then he may be ſaid opal to bea Lawyer, bo ro 
begin to praQſe as a Lawyer. The Preacher in Officethen is 
neceſſarily bound to preach, agdthis he may, and muſt do with 
all authority, zeal, and carnefinefs, and in the moſt eminent 
TN rncE way hecan; And this he is to doe atall times, and 
in all places; when and where he can meet with a conyentent 


þ) x > F 


, opportunity, 5 ; _ 
EY | Jad . heis to aſſume the whole Office , and adminiſter 
' the Seals Won Covenant alſo. And thus the gifted Brother, 

or any other private Chriſtian,doth not doe, nor doe we reckon 

of them as ſuch Preach*rs in Office. ; i 
And now what is there in all this acainſt the freedomne of pri- 
 yatemens expoſition of. Scripture, or wing their gife of prophecy 

(if they have it) one amongſt another?. Nor doethe Texts na- 


med at all oppole ir. Fopas to that Text Mad. 2. 7. aa; 4 


Fi rnllage wm? Daly guarded, 


psf pnls P p abs ec. We anſwer, - x. Some 
ade the words thus. The Prieft« Jips ard keep knowledge | and 


: ** 3  Fequiire the. Law at his mouth. Ard this readino 
CS ohere with the antecedent and ſubſequent matrer of 

: - For the Pcopher doth therein cry our againſt the 

ei wept and wickednels,,. Th: which he doth 


| vate, by the fidelity and 
Ga ny ore-fathers, thus; . J The 


"Y ++ my Was 5h Fic >. and iniquity was nat found in 
has lips ». he walked ax 5 _ npeace and equity, and be did 
turn moan Away from iniquity V5. 6., And then follow 
Fo. TELE WOK he ax the: Prieſps bps Fan preſerus Sv icage yz and 


"1. And loit ſhews thas.Lev, and ſome others thatwene before 

WAL riefts,were ſuch as they ſhqujd be,bur, theſe Prieſts of that 
Ul aC. exe degenerate, .S9 | followerh, & .:B. Put ye are 

- Gepa Jed, out of theway ,.i &c..'... 

+5, ut. af /us. admin; the Reading to be, The Priefls 11 ips 

: Fob ſerv: knowledge, and agree tothe Preachers note upon 

- Thar it is the Prieſts L utyto baye and. hold forth 


Piſcatoron P iery 


the Sh Wy 5 


e tal picasg ors, Palos: h Priclt 6 tg, 

3 ANC dto keepit for, and 4 hay 

And Gy SEITE Duty ro receive. it from them, 

2pply all this by ' Analogy of. reaſon to the 

| , wikat foth this make 3 oain{t the 

und Sexigrures? - We canypr think, the 
jak ah en 83 to believe thatthe people mu 

ie Word by them, and that whey 
th ler ys cheineaahing 

for the whole 

thery - with, , SY : % (EI follow , 

7 not 1 ave, ar- ed no! : Ferch, Water © ler 


#g in/Fabe Pulpit ny Fd Incroachweyt. 
 tignandRevelation powred out upon Gods people, than was 

* jnt et tim ime of the ray And ak they bein more abun- 
antly taught by the inward iN of God, they have not 

operher'to much necd of the outward reaching of man as they 

- Wharelſe do' mean all thoſe fayings, prophecies , and 

omiles, w_—_ 2, 3: Dax. 12, Knowledge ſhall be increaſed, 

Efey 11.9." 1 Jo. 2."20. Fer. 31. 339 34: They ſhall The Nore - 
wot teach rs 741 / n:ighbour, &c, for allſhill know me of thaſe ap= 
from the leaſt to 1he greateSt, (that is) they ſhall not need!o pointed by 
much labour in teaching them as formerly, toc they ſhall ſo be ; 1, 4 (21. 
taught of God, and bave ſuch plenty.of able e, that they bly on the 

may ſeem not to require the help of Teachers, and to have it ras p/4cc, | 
ther by inward ſhſpi piration than by outwatd inftmution. And John 6.45; 
" hence itisthatit pas ophefied and promiſed, thatall che pe& 7,, priore 
ple of God now in het es of the &o ſpel ſhould be Priefts , federe do- 
Eſay61.'8. Andioit'is faid of them all, they ate, Rev. I. 6. cyernnt 
J- 10. 'Þ Pet. 2,9. We do not mean by this to maintain 1/oſche er . 
| that thete isno need of the Preachers office. For Chriſt hath ots prophere 
_ dained Paſtors and Teachers for the perfeRting of the Saints; for lirera ran 

'  Seworkof the Miniſtry, ore ying of the body of Chritt, ;;-»mogo, 

 rillweallcome, 8c. E e, 4. 1 Cor. 12. And we know 7, poterio- 
full well that-Chriſt ha ordained nothing..ins yain } but-that -e vero e- 

ir being Chrifls ordinance needful and uſeful for the people of >,,ut om- 

hey are to fubmit to it, and be thankful For it. $59 the yes doits a * 

Lear Afar. 28. 19. Marke 16. 15. and their -opinion dro , c.- +» 
n from thence, that the Commiſſion to fn to ther ig e&. F 

ontly , and therefore none elſe may doir, anſwer; » X. Jun. le: 

"That ſomeofthe Preachers give hy word in that place ano-'cxm. 

therſenſe, and ſay it may be read, Go wake Doſciples. So Joh. _ 

4-17 2, The Apoſtles have a Commiſſion piven to- then 
= ac] , bur others are not here pexcluded or forbidden'to 
each, there is no negative clauſe in'the Comn iffion,: (as 

Us)Go preach 'ye ,and let none pen pregth. 3. -This Can 

to them-doth net ſo much in common reaſon as: imp 

= ibition toalt-6rhers ro do the ſame thing: no. mat 

"hen = Commiſſion. is granted-to certain,men, Juſtices of the 

Peace, to keep the Peace, doth this imply.char Conſtables and 

eerie of the Peace,” "waar 4062-008 of: office- miay 


nOt- 
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- notkee er alice FT of the Penis Chriſt 
 gavehis Apoſtles Commiſſion to-heal the fick , Afar. 10. 8 
"Ky -* might not others therefore thathad this Gift heal the lick allo? 
et _ Thewatchman hach Commiſſion to give warning of the ene. 
- mies. Approach; .may; not-rherefore. anorher do the fame? 
.4heſhepheard hath a Charge to feed;, and look to his flock, 
may-not another man cccationally neck ata time of need do this 
- allo? Joaſb gave Contmiſſian to the Levites to colle&t money 
non tit the Temple, 2 Chron. -24, will any man from 
thattberefore the Commiſſioners themlelyes before 
| . the Epmion: or other men than che Commiſſioners after the 
. Commullion, might not perſwade men.to give, or receive from 
others, Or give themſelves tofurther this work: . The Peo- 
pic as well as the Preachers have Commiſſion to Teach, Ex. 
-nett,. Reprave,, - Comfort, «&c. and this cannot be withour 
akindo! pacing. The. native fenſe of this place,and 
Eb 2d 80 OWer , ſeems RM onely'to enlarge the Conuniſſion 
| | , Whichthe Apofleshadbefore, dat. 10. t, 2. & Like 10 
gy _ * -13/2.&C, That whereas before they were commanded to preach 
be pr je r the Jewes onely , Now they are commanded to preach 
EL GS, Hoe andto admigiſter the Sacraments to the Gentiles 
Rye et IO. 5. Marks 16, T5116, Acts 1. 8. 3: 
*:29, T3, 5, Take it which way we will, the force of 


7, 5p er given by this Word, liethnot fo much in enabling 
"226M em'in in this Act rodo what before they might not have done, 
- forthe y-had power to preach before, as likewiſe of thoſe that 
* -*-,ENFET into: the 'Preachetrs office, that now they are bound to 
- + preacl who before were free: - And berein lieth one of the dif- 
ESD "Oy 1a Preacher in office and A Gifted man z this 
it 36 can and will , that (to wit) the Preacher i in 
each, -and may not without fin forbear , ? Cor- 

or though I preach the Gofpel, I have nothing 
plory of, for neceſſity is {aid upon me ,-yea wo unto 1c #} i 
ACN 29. the Goſpel, 4 &c. 4 di ſenſation of the Goſpel t5 com- 
rea wito me. Eze.. 3. 17,18. [have made ach 
thou warn not the withed , & Cc. He (hall age itt 
SGH) , Out "2. blood will I require at thy hand. And 
ed 6 ith Ference is, that now he muſtatrend ir and make it his 


calling 


&I03 


and Preachers Incroachment. 
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_ this more publiks opening and Expoſition of Scripture by ſuch 
gified men, but against all Expoſition of Scripture F4 pri- 
wate perſons. © And they are not aſhamed boldly and confi- 


dently to affirmy that men that have not hill in the original! 
Tongues cannot uwnderitand, and therefore not tterpretgthe 


Soriptares , much leſs can they divide the Word aright, 2 
SL 2,13.-7. 1:9. | 

 "eAnſ. Wecannot but marvel atthis groſs miſtake of theſe 
men, £3 | 

For x. It is granted by their brethren of the Preaches in 
print to our hands, that ſuch as haye not been brought up in the 


Univerſiry., or want ſchool-learning, may,beingduly called, be 


*pablique Preachers. What? may they be able and fir for the 
office without this learaing, and may they not be fit to do this 
work without this help ? are they able todo the greater with- 

outlcarning , and are ey not able to do the leſs withour ic? 
- 2, How many of the Preachers in office at this day in Erg- 


lazxd do underſtand the originall Tongues? If this dete&t make. 


men unable, by this you will diſable ar. once the one balf at the 
leaſt of our Engliſh Preachers in office. 

-"*3, Is there nothing of the Scripture to be underſtood with- 
out the knowledoe of the Tongues? 2 Per.3.16. Itis ſaid, there 


are{omethings hard to be underfiood; but:it is-faid no where 
thatall : things are hard to be underſtood, We agree with 
them, 'there are (qmerhings there-that cannot be underſtood 

without the knowledge of che Tongnes, and will they not a- 

aoree with us that there are more things there , , yea, that moſt 

things! there may be underſtood without the Tongues? 

74. Ifhumane learning be ſuch a help.to the knowledge of 
the Scripture, what is the reaſon that ſome, yea, many of.cheir 

oreat Scholars. that look into the Scriptures, ſee 1o-lirle of the 
mind of God therein > And how comes it paſs that-many-who 

are withourhumane learning haye ſuch alarge underftandingand 


krny Oo ins 
| I gs Hu F- 5. We 


51 Tim, -4'13, which Gifted men 
a 


. 2. It ts another great Obieftior, and that which we 
hear very common inthe Preachers mouth? , not onely againſt 


«F 


77 


+ 48. FCO pres FTFURCSE BN ONT 'gvarded hy 
+5- Wedoubt noc but tie Preachers will grant to us what is 
fo clectly and plainly, and every where in Sc ſpture held forth, 
Thatthe knowledge of the heayealy Tiuchs in Gods word is l 
giftof God, attainable only by the Spirit of God, and not by 
any humane power or (trengeh, x C or. '2. 14, The naturl 
man pereervsth rot the chings of the Spirit of God, for they 
are forth reſsto him py 25 eb he krow them . Which is ex. 
pounded thus, Men 1n their natural powers are not endued with 
that faculty whereby Spiritual chings are diſcerned, which fa- 
culty cometh another Way z. &c. Becauſe they are Spiritually 
diſcerned, (that is) they come to be known. onely by the virtuc 
and power of the Sir of God, :Rom. B, 5, 6. 7udcv. 19. 
for, 7. I5, 16. Jo. 6. 44, 55. Noe mancan come to m: 
Eft itad, except the Father that fer me uruwhim:4c6, (that Is) Cx- 
Cogniti? we- cept God Teach andenlightrenhim, Tris 'writren in the Pro- 
ritztis Co. Pts Hey ſhallbenllranght of God; Whoſoever hath heard 
leftrs do- anti lexruecd of the Father, cometh ta me , Atts I3, 48. Aits 
2U1 &t opus T6, T4. Mat. 11.25. [thank thee s FatheryLord of Hes- 
divinum, ven andearch, thatthox hat hid theſ-thmgs from the wiſe, 
PEW a iS ag Þ raw aPubings and haſt revealed them to Babes, 
human; SAM: 13, Ih. {rs pivento youto know the myiteries of the 
rum. Trem, Kingdome, ec. Jo. 26. 4 3. The Spirit of Tenth a 
on J0.6.44. 54 you imo all Trath,: 0. and he will ſhew you the things 
Ut Dews Ffocome, Luke 12, 12. He:ſhall teach'you what to ſay, ]o. 
coonoſcatur 74 26 ER teach you'll things, and bring all things to 
ex deo fit. Jour remembrance which I have told you. Efay 50., 4:5. Þſal. 
Proſper. de 25+ 14s Jo..7- 17. Theveisnothing doth more fit ' man to 
 wocer Gerd, OE x preaching of Chriſt, as the righ leamingand receiving 
\ > Thoſe of the Þ Clirift into the heart by Faith, Gal. I 2+ 14, 15, 16. 
Afembly.Ic® © 2-1. > 10; at. 16. 17. 11: 25. 27, Rev.z.18. 


belongeth ro Re 124." 45. which 'is: done -by the Spirit of God alone. 
| God theau., Aodrill thiswasdbneiin:Pay!,, be could not with all his hu- 


mane Eamung know, "or make Chriſtknown'aright s his learn- 

ing Veingrathera-hinderance than a furtherance to him herc- 

= 0 che- Ing T'Cor, I-19, 20. 22. 25, 26, 27.. Jo. '7: 147, 48. Phil. 
eof it, 3-7-3 C9r: 3. a84/19, 120, 7, 

en 2 P.21.21 6 | akach: bountle deacning. ook much. mo 

e of,. and-'cab mo 

c 
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the Word God, and-yetunderſtand litl 


# I," A pact " by ——__ —_ : 
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Tide from it.. Whereas, many others that have litle of this lear- 
ting, have yet mch divice learning, and a large und:rftandins 
inthe” Ward of God, and are able moſt f weetly and diyin ely o 
diſcourſe and {peak of it, 
- 7+ Fo divide the word,in the place cited, is (a$ we conceive) 
endedto-Sive toeyery one bis portion, of the word, and to fir 
itto the {everalleſtares and conditions of the people that hear ir. 

And this & © rvhevgges any eminent degice of humane 

_— But all this that they tay mult be had, is by men in 

office, but the men-we plead for the exerciſe of their Gift, are 

not men.in office. 
_ 4: Ob. 3. It 8 alſoobjefted, That if every one mutt be 4- 
ble to preach or propheſie, and being able, mutt ſo dz, then 
_ ener y one MHIE be a Prophet or Preacher , and all may prophe= 
fe, which neither may , nor cat be. | For all are ot Pyt- 
| Phetx'Cor.12.30. Nor bave allthe Gift of prophecy, 1 Cor. 
I 2.9, And if alt muſt preach, who ſhall there be then to hear ? 

Anſ. Wefhall anfwerthis peece-meale. 

I. If will not follow that every onEthar can propheſie is a 
Prophet, no more than that eyery one that can and dorh teach 
Fac m5 a School-maſter, or that he that can and doth fight, ish 
louldier or fencer;or that he thar makes his own Clothes,or bakes 
his own bread, 1s'a Taylor or a Baker, or that he that doth give 
notice of the enemies approach, is a Watchman; or that hEthatr 
doth.give meat to a flock of ſheep,is a ſhepheard;or that an Em- 
nafladogknowing the Embaſſage what iris, and tellingit , 1s 
an Embaſfador. So neither will it follow , . becauſe a 
man can preach , and doth preacþ, that therefore he mnſt needs 
bea Preacher in office, The High-Prieſt Jo. 11. 51. Agar- 
Prov, 30. and others, ogheted ; and yet were not Prophets 


by office:. . A _ be as ile ciye a Charge as a Judge, 


be isnottherefore a oe, Another CANYRT 15no Ln bend 
office, haps know as much, and ſpeak as well and as 
matron wigtat } Law, asa Lawyer in office; this. doth nqt 
makehim a Lawyer. - So poſſibly there axe ſome amongſt the 
leto nd who haye as good a Gift in preaching as 
ome of the Preachers have, or do uſe this Gift ſometimes, and 
preachas welt as forte of the Preachers do; this will neither 
RY | | I 2 | make 
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we them to be Preachers in Office. 
2 Tr wiltos's more follow, that becauſe a man can and doth 
each and teach, that therefore he 18a Preacher or Teacher in 
| , than becauſe a mancan and doth pray , or reade the 
Scrip nues, that therefore be is a Preacher in Office, for Reading 
and. I, Yrayer are alſo parts of the Preichers Office,as Preaching Ke 
part of the miniſterial Office. 42+ 7.4. Nehers.$.8. Ator5.22, 

2. Neither will this follow, es if all muſt preach, then there 
will be noneto hear, unleſs we alſo ſay,they muſt all preach ar 
one time: for how doe preachers hear one another? 

A The Tex: cited may be underſtood of extraordinary Pro- 
phets; of them there were very few in the primitive times, and 
of theſe there are now none. _ © : 

2. For the ſecond thing, That all have nor the Gift of Pro- 
phecy. Tothis we anſwers 2; That albeit we afficm that 
| 7. 5emka that haththe Spirit ef God, may, can, and ought 

to interpret Scriptute, yer we doc not lay, that every one hath an 
equall degree in this Gifc, or that every one that hath any 
' degree © this Gift is able and fir folem1ly and publike- 
ly roexerciſe it before company orinan Aſſembly, There arc 
gprees of the Gift. The laſt and: loweli degree - prophecy or 
cripture-interpretation is, .to-be able ro know: and: underſtand 
' the mind of Chriſt in the Scripture, and to givethe ſenſe of it 
ro'a mans ſelf; of this jt ſeems to be ſpoken, 1 Cor. 12. 8. Eph. 
3. 4+: But the ateſt and hi oheſ? degree of this Gift ſeems to be 
- this, To beable not only to got and underſtand the Scripture 
our ſelves, but alſo to be. able ſolemnly and before a any company, 
ordeily, with boldneſs, and grace of reths to preach,.utter and 
. make known to others, and to heir profit, what he knows him- 
falf. Andallthisis the gift. of God, not attainable by bumane 
power Afts_ 2. 4 Epbel. 6. 19. Coboſſ. 4. 3. -Aits 4: 
3. 37. At; 1 19. 24+, I (or. 14. 3-Ex94. 4.10, 11,12. Eſ4- 
$9: 43 5- dat, 9,10. &c. 1.Cor..12. 4, 5. There were. but 
; nthe Alm tive times that could do this, and there are but 
ins ele tines that cando this. Bur this we affirm , that he 
that haty the leaſt and; dwelt degree of thisGift, may find time 
apd aflaces convenient to.do ſome good to "others therewith, and 
ACITAJe N own, gi þ'$ Gary ome goo d did oufpr preachets their duty 
, NEXE 1 MOre.to _ this ko, andere it upon IM wo hae 
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edone hereby. ” Bu: for the Ialt parc of the anfwer to both the 
branches, T ſame Text thar fiich, Al are nar Pro phetslaich, 
Areall Teachers? That though all arenoc Teachers in' Ofhee 


+ 06,4. The fourth and the great ObjeRion made by the 
Preachers againltthe publike preaching of gifted brechren, is 
(his, T hat it is anuſurpation and Inrroachment upon the Prea- 
chers Office, and as finfull and provoking to Grd yuas the Aﬀts 
of Uzzia in byyrmng Incence upon the A'tar,2 Chron. 26.16.20: 
aud of Corah, Dathan, &c. i Num. 6. 16, 4nd of Uzzah 4 
ſtaying the Arke, 1 Chron, 13. 9,10: and of Saul, x Sam. 13. 

T2, Were ? | 
- Au. - Towhich we anſwe,. r, Theſe As were all of them 


YCol,'s. r6. Andin this ſenſe all may” be ſaid to 


then expreſſely forbidd:a to bz done by any but the Priefts \,- 


Num, 6. I6, I'7. £cod. 30. T5 8, Levi, I6. I'2, Num, 
16. 40. Nam. 4. 5, 15. 2 $42, 6, 7: Nun. 1. 51. 
Nam, 18, 22, 23. But for other Ads of the office of the 
Pneil, as reading of the Scriptures, Prayer, or the like , wherein: 
a0-negatiye precept was given, theſe acts any other man _might ' 
have == © rap fin, And therefore'it is that weread - other 
men beſides the Prie/#s publikely prayine, fingine, and ovying 
thanks, as Moſes Na x-& Heng: on 9. 20, Hezekiah,. 
2Chrox,30. 18,1920. 2 Kin. 19. 14415. 20. 5. Jeb'ſaphat, 
2 Chroz.'5. Exr. 9.10. Solomon, 1 Kin.8: Simeons Luke 2. 
28. Anna, Luke 2.36. Andſoany man might have prayed in 
the Temple, 2 C hrox. 6. 29.30 &yet this work of prayer was one 
of the ſpeciall \works the Prief#s by their Office had in charge 
todo, 2.Chror. 30. 27. Neh. 11. 17. 2 Chron. 20.19. foe! 2. 
% 23. And if the Preachers can ſhew us where fuch a preaching; 
as-we contend for is forbidden to any butchemſelyes , then have 
they laid ſomething, otherwiſe nothing to the purpoſe. 2. But- 


becauſe here is (as themaſelyes confeſs.) cards controver ſie, and ' 

the main knat of che difference: herween us, we will ſee if we can un- 

do it in the opening and diſcuſſing of theſe ſour” Queſtions., 1, What: 
-  itisro he,in ofbice. , 2. Wherein the Office of the Preacher liethz? orzhe 
part? 6F Nis'Oce.” g. Whar it is ro be In the Preacher: Office. 4, What, 
+ is2n oſerpation upon this Office, To be in Office, we conceive to lie, 
.- <clpecialiy In theſe things, 1- To 


Kor ir 
©S: Je. 
- COR *? 
be > "15, 
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ſhecit ly, yer all by a generall duty and office axe to be teachers 


EV 


. A; Jobe-Guly yall run dep any wok. be Dag 
and to.cnoa TEN + "rae upon the work. 3; "Here 
to be1mpowWred he ove = wark: , and to -oad 


; Row. 12.7, his tle. after by 
8. delle lind; and all the people appointed to: be tubject to 
2 Chron. 7. him, | SoweetbePcaefts a: Coats ſet over the Houſe of God 
| 2nd matters belonging thereunto. 4. To haveright to, requite, 
2Sam.2 3608 have wages and reward. for bis. work and ſervice herein. So 
he Prieſis and Leviges a along had their allowance, and their 
I,2,3. . Maintenancefor their work add fervice"in the houſe of God. 
1-Chron. 24. -* 2, Fogthe ſecond thing, theſe are agreeel to be the parts of the 
I, | Preachers office; Andin this lieth the work of his cffice. 
Rom,rt. I 3p. He Tn makiog pablick*prayers for, avd with. the people , 
» Ger 26 F-: Neher, 9: 6-1: Cor. 14.-16;eAfts 6, 4. 
| ePrea ching ofthe. word vs wore tothe peo- 
"4. "B&G... 4+ IS, 22: Nehem.8,8. « 
v "5, es 4 Lite | oe Kentger the word, Neberw, 8. 8, Aits 
I x Sam, 8. we IF» 23. Luke 14. 22, 2:3; 0:28: 
44+ Þ ginger Books,and che -nriting of Epiſtles if oc- 
WON $492: Coreg. 8 8'Thefſ, 5. 27. 2 
. Net, Pee. $1. my Ecel. 1:2. 
2 Gen47. 226” 7 Inthe Oennitcien of the Sacrament of Baptiſm and 


tion, 1 

” : : on bodhifides to de 
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pleat inthis C 1. He Pa belaw fully called and hc 

| tiſed bacunto b Ib by ſuch as have a lawfull Pave foto call him, 
2. He muſt be oy called to and engagegyin the Charge over 
ſome People: for it Miniſter and People be Corrclatives (as they 


- engagedro a People 2 And till-then he-feems to be onely. in the 
'narure of a Gifted man. The Angels of the feyen Churches in 
Aſia , were Minitters of thoſe Churches. - So that when a man. 
isthus called , accepterh thereof, and is;cngaged to any People, 
heisthen a Picacher or Satfer in Office to that PeSplg, and 
thereby bound in the doing of all the parts of his minifteriail Of- 
fice,to attend upon , and take care of the ſouls of the-Peopte he 
isſocngaped to, Altts 20, 28; Col. 4.17. 
2. Be ing lo called , and taking the charge of any peoples 
Souls, he doth undertake the parts of his office wich power/ and 
atthority, and requireth and e ſubjeRionfrom the:peo- 
ple, Tee. 2, =, 2 Theſſ, 3. 6. 1 Tim. 5.7. 6. 17. 
3. Forthis carc and work 1o by him undertaken, he doth 
& and require wages and reward, 1'Cor. 9. 7, 'B. 8c. 
$0 gifted men are not in office, forthey have no-call bereynto, 
nor do they they, GL hey in the exerciſe of their gift aflumeto 
themſelyes any rn re over, orlook-for ſubjedtion from 
Gepoogts, norarethey to. require anyreward for their labour 
ſervice therein. 
; —— thing, whatitis ro uſurp-the Mirjſters or Preach- 
Ergoffice.” ' This ſeems to be andlic intheſe things, 1. When 
a man our of the office claims the office without any lawhull 
Gall thereunto. 2. Wheh ſuch man ſhall take-upon himand | 
"undertake the whole work, as well the incommunicable, as 
the communicable ARs of the offive; » 3, When a man'out 
of the office ſhall aſſume theeplace ant work: of aqorher-man an 
 6ffice, againſt the will of him rhar is office. '4- When he: 
ſhall bythis incraſionthridſt and keep our firm that de Jomlidly 
calledio the place and Work. 5, When he requireth wages 
for this'work tn'the' exerciſe of lis gift 7as. -" apr 3 
tro | 
Theſyorfojne" 'of theſe As ivy amount —_—_ 


ſeem to by ) then can'there be no Miniſter in Office untill he _ Tit. 1.5: 
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 Incroachme a pF And Uieſe the pifted 
OC uBr his vifrin3y not dog andif any {hall pictume 
_ foro'doy wemult mind'them/ofthe Text, Hev. 5.4. And ns 
aveakerh this honour to himſelf , but he that 15 called of 
God, 'Butott jt is no-more anuſurpation on the Preach. 
jar ach, -than it is an uſurpation in 
im to pray, brit es, or write Books or Epiſtles, 
-orit het bY a Rang Elder;to joyn with him in Acts of Rule, 
Non more an' vlurparion on the Preachers office now. in a gifted 
manto reach; than it was an uſyrpation on the Prieſts office, 
"iN a gilte: wn TOmave: preached amongſt he Jewes. No more 
a uſt ifupition onthe Preachers cfice, than for a Scholar being 
queltec inthe School-maſters abſence to ceach the boyes, is, an 
© ulupationon the School-matters office, nor any more ulurpation 
"than. if a private man'apprehend a felongis this any uſupat on ON 
wmeConftables office? - _ - 
< And: yet. we” hear them rexlying againſt this , and 
» "Thi 'this preaching At is:the chief and proper Alt . 
"ah ME wacbers office , and ts like to Baptiſm, and may be 
gone by none other bu: a Preacier in office, © -. 
"any To thigxve anſwer: | 1. It is a ſpecial AR of his of- 
&/ and proper belonging+0'ic.. [But we ſay withall , that 
nisAtot preaching 1 lieth not alohe in, what the Preacher laich 
intheipulpit, for he may happily do more-govd by his life,and 
"Dytpreaching from houſe ro-houle, or. by his pen in writing, than 
y vs ſolemn grracking ir in the _ Ard lo the Preachcrs 
©ryer 2 2:24 Byt-this, is; fo. the proper 
"WF K of ile, ate reribey doin but himſelf, This we ut- 
..terlydeny;: . Nor will the Texts they bring for this ſerve the 
, naw 5 maintain ir,” For thatz 74, 5. 17. inthele words, 
& He Ebeacharrels well be connred worthy of double ho- 
wouracieſpecrally{uch as labiny in:the word and Dattrine, doth 
g ” venotl Ik axed hs pn BY in -office _ labour in the 
-ANOW-1t,-and - Which _ in' a degree i 
Fence hehe ke Obes, Colt. .3; 16. For 
_ Texin.77 Tis Tos 797=va -That Tits. ſhould? 'ordain; Elders 
oy, ardchat he: hould: hold-faft- the, yrord. be bad 
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' againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment. 


ok 
= 


, iis is much ro the fa; 
"which itwas appointed, as 2 Tim. 16. 17. And this ever 
' member of the Church in ſome degree is todo. For that in 
Afts 20, 28, This only calls upon Miniſters in office co haye a 
care of the ſouls of the people, and to teach them out of Gods 
word, and with the wholeſome doctrine thereof to be (hill 
feeding their ſouls, which thing alſo the people of God do, or 
ought to do one to another, And for the Texis 1 Cor. 4. 1. 
1 Tim. 2.7. 2 Tim, x. 1t. Trey hold forth nothing bur 


that they are Stewards, &c. And who denies this? And is 


4+ 10. as good ftewards of the manifold grace of God. 3. 
Befides, if preaching be an incommunicable duty inherent to'the 
| office like to the ditpenſing of rhe Seals, then could it not be 
lawfully done at any time, or in any caſe, by any man out of 
office , which the Preachers dare not affirm; | 
Ob. 6. The fixth great objeRion the Preachers have a- 
gainft us for this liberty of Preaching is, That we may mot ao 
ity becauſe we are not called nor ſent by the Presbytery,1s Mi- 
nifters uſing thts office muſt be , who muſt not on:ly bave gifts, 
but power from the (ſharch to exerciſe theſe Gifts, Rom. 10. 
I3. 1 Tim. 3. Io. 4. I4. 5. 22. 2. 25 3» | 
Aft To this we anſwer, 1. We will not now queſtion or 
difputeehe Presbytery, nor their call to the Miniſtery : bur for 
the preſeatſuppole it to be formal and regular. | 
2, We 7, ak chat thoſe that take upon them the office 
muſt be duly called thereunto. And we hold it convenient, It 
not neceſſary, when a regular and orderlycall from men may be 
had char it be had and obtained. But moſt of the places they 
bring'to prove it, ſhew-only(as we take them) that men that al- 
 ſumethisoffice muſt be called and ſent of God. And then we 
take a'man to be ſent 'of God when, | 1. He is fitted for the 
work;(that is)he is apt and able to teach, heis holy, Orthodox 
and humble. © 2. He hath a willingnels in his mind to give up. 
himſelfto the work. 3. When providence ſhall diſpoſe him to | 


callro execciſe his Gift, And thus a gifted man maybe called anc 
js K . | 


© ſeimed, that he mightbe able ſoundly to convince cainſayer: 
nuch Gin urpoſe, that he ſhould be cools 
iſhed with the word of God , and ule ir to that end for 


© nottheſame faid of all the members of the-Church ? x Per. 


r 72h. 1.2. 


Ss 


Gal.1.1; 
I: Cor.I, I7. 
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ſent. Hake harbabe farms call: 6 Wada ND 4 ck. 


- . exhort, 1eprove, &c. and-may beilaid io be ſent and called by. 


a providentiall ſendiog/to od he; As if ſucha. 
man fall into dead pla ce where no Om in office is, 
and he invite may rrnlag into-bis houle,, and: tell them, he 
o_ ro gore irheq will. comeand'hear him ; ſhall 
oubr | this-be: a, lending-or-call ? A. godly able 
or hearing that E am-relapſed: from, Godand goodnels, for= 
merly, profeſſed-by me, and: comesito' me, dealing with me 
berein and recoverethme ; will any doubt that: he was. called 
by andſentof Godrto me.in hioovach ? may henot bea.meſ-. 
'of God therein, although he be go: publique Preacher? 

-p 33- 23. 24. 4 Giftedmen: neitherhave; nor claim, 
this office, nor is their 21h an authoritative preaching,, or 
[6 6p 7h inoffice, 5, Wehave. before anſwered 
Text, Rom. — 5 and: (hall add no more 

9 anveny That it:is.a heayeuly, or: divine ſending that is 
here meant, .and that. the Preachers: dare: not affirm 4 om this 
Text, that none may: preachin any caſe bur ſuch as are examin- 
ed ned by chePrech » forthey. admit preaching in 
divers caſcs 05g "The rule- therefore mult have 
exceptions, and their we Aer ſenſe:cannot agree to the Tex: . 
. Rept.” Weknow:that they: here reply. That it is in the 
Seriprnes before. cited for biddemto.any ſuch gifted perſons ſo 

t 0 -preac 

Faſ: . Tothis:we-anfwer. That -thele- Scriptures. have no 
ſuch thing in them. For-that, Seripeine- 1: Time. 3,20. is of 
Deacons-intheſe words.. » Audler theſe alſa firit be -—ovit 
TE: "Thenex Scripwre in, Tim, 4. 14. calls upon;7 10- 
to' improve. his: offiee-and gifts: to: the--utrermoſi/ for the 
hurches- advant: tape, ſhewing. that the impoſition of: hands - 
———— his Tb enemies his: office. -- The next:in. chap, 
5+ 22. mtbde words - Lay hands on: nomunſuddenty,, &c- 
doth onelywwiſhhiin not to.adrhit any, into -the Miniſtry: haftly. 
and without.goad roof firfthad of him... The-laſt Text in 2 
arge to-75rothyto-the- ſame purpoſe, If 
;Logick draw our of thele Texts a pro- 
Gait Rents themFor:the ou 
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gibi the Pulpit end Preachers Increachment. 

fanother, ;theycan.do-more than-we.can do. . 2. Weanſwer 
+0 this; , All theſe Textsſeem to intend eſpecially the 

ial office, To which we afh:m as the Preachersdo, 


| thinative muſt be a call. 


- 06, 7. The leyenth great obje&ion is this, That they which 
way. preach-meay baptize , out of Mat. 18..19. and that preach- 
ing #5 the greater and harder mork,, 1.Cor. 1.17. But nn: 
may Baptiz.e But Preachers in Office , and#herefore none but 


ſuch may Preach... 


An. Tothis Argument and Textwe anſwer thus, 1. We 

.deny that conſequence and colleRion , that he that may do the 
-onemaydo the other. 'Nor will the Text 1 Cor. 1. 17. bear 
thatwhuch iscolle&ed from thence , but ſeems rather to hold 
torelythe contrary, that they may go a ſunder. 
_ 2. the words ar. 18. 19. / will be with you to the end, 
orc. mayibeafwell applycd to the doctrine as the perſons of the 
Apoſtles; and as well to thoſe whoſhould be wroughtupon by 
thatdoRtine, asto the Apoſtles. | 

3. weagreethatſuch asteach by Office may Baprtize, bur 
Lilted brethren do nor teach by Office. 

- 4. "We deny.to gifted brethren power to-baptize, becauſe they 
atverdid it. But wegrant they have power to preach /becaute 
they ever did it, and were never forbid ir, but eftet comman- 

It, | 

5. 'We cannot agree that preaching is agreater and harder 
work than baptiſm rightly done, which muſt be withpreachi 
andprayor, Norcan we agree that preaching is 2 harder wor 
than prayer. - For in. A4its 6. 4. prayers put before preach- 
ing; and prayer is a more ſpiritual dury than preaching. And 
yet he Dekcher will es: we hope ) forbid private and gifted 
perſans to pray. EL 

. 6. But were it-fothar. preaching were the greater work , itis 

2ftrange colle&ion that is made from thence. Thar if the peo- 
Ple-may preach(which is the greater work ) they may baptize, 
Which is the leffer work ; by the ſamerule andreafon they may 
:doall other leffer and lower works whatfoever, And by this 
teaſon 1tmay beſaid, that ita Cammiſſion be-granted 10any 


Commiſfſicners2o hear and determine Trealon; By — 4 
H, "i K 2 M 


. Thepeoples PrivilegeandDnty guarded, 
Commiſſion.to hear and determine all lefler offences. 
06. '$., Thenext great thing ſaid againtit is, That by thi 1; 

berty great Inconvcniencies will fullow, 1. Offices will be 
confounded , and this office deſtroyed and loſt, 2, Theneve- 
7 one will preach, and thoſe that are moſt unfit , and there 
. will be confuſron and diſorder, 3. It will open a door to all 
manner of error and herefie:. 4. 1t will make the Preachers 
and preaching uſeleſs and conmtentible. 

'* _ Anſ. Weunerlydeny al! or any of thele Inconyeniencies 
to follow this liberty, 1. May not any man make his ow 

clothes, bake his own bread,” or brew his own beer, and yet 
doth this confound ot: take away the Trades? 2; How doth 
this more confound andendanger his office than that of the read- 
ing of +5! ray and prayer by the ne? 3. Theſe Ocdi- 

' nances rightly uſed and ordered wil very well ſtand together, 
and uphold and adyance one another. 4. Tryal is made here- 
of in forme places already, and no ſuch Inconyenieacies , but 
much commodity appear to the Miniſter and -people thereby. 
" For that they fayall, and the woſt unfit, will preach, we anſwer, 
1. Thatall neyer had nor will haye this Gift, few have it, and 
'not many had it in the Primitive times, 2. Order muſt be 
taken to regulate and goyern'the exerciſe of the Gifts of men 
. , -mofhce, ſoand much more of thele gifted perſons.” | And why 

See inthe may got order be kept in Church-meetings as well as jn Com- 

Diſputes of mon=-wealth-meetings where all ſpeak? 3, Nor do we belicy: 

the Mar- that this free uſe of the word of Cod, will introduce errors and 

ryrs '” , herefics,, Papiſtsonely baye been ofthis opinion, Our Savi- 
hed A* our Chriſt preacheth otherwiſe:to us, Afar, 22. 29. That 

p 7 , Mmenerre becauſe they know nor the'Scriptures, and they know 

 Pol.Synt.f. them not becauſe they do not more exerciſe themſelyes in them. 

ys < And doubtleſs were this liberty more uſed, men would general- 
reed " lyknow much more than now they do. Nor will the Tex: in 

OfTOnat #4 2.Pet.. 3. 16, atallmaintain this conceit, for by the unkeamed 


ts 465 ES Res £ . | | 
pe  ; theydid wreſtthe Scripture, there- is not meant ſuch as want 


Y 1s 
FED. 


a leaming, bur ivine leaming ,. as may be cleerly ſeen by 
i Conerence. - And it is ſufficiently known _ 
aan dangerous heretiques' of all times have been of the 
-reitef[Clarks and Scholars and thoſe in office. Nor do we 
DR-44 i n 
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againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment. £9 = 
find that this liberty hach done ſo much hurr, and letin fo many certe Here- ; 


rrors as is pretended. \Whar they mean by Ertors: and Here- ſearche fe- | 
fesweknow not, happily ſome of them may be Truths ? Burt re ones E- | | 
adrfiitthey beſo, we take it chen the men that broach them be- p:/cops aur l | 
ing lo filly and Ignorant as the Preachers make them, the more Presby:ers | 
iblique they are, rhe lefs harm they will do. _ Sure weare fuerunt 1- | 
"that ſome men in office haye in all times done moſt miſchief to deog, here- | 
the Church this way. And further, who is there amongſt here- ſes Sur | 
ticks that will- not find a way to. broach his herefie? The q»edam op- 8 
Preachers give every man leave to print, And by this they rimarum \| 
_ candomotemiſchiet than they can by preachizg. But were: this fattiones, | 
eruegniay flor the abuſes be preyented,and the right uſe continued? Polar 
And for the laſt, which we bclieye is nor the leaſt inconyeni- Synr.f.90. 
ence is feared, that it will make the Preachers and preaching Ex Belare 
uſeleſs and contemptible.. To this we anſwer, I. the ſame m2iz0. 
might haye been {aid of the Prieſts Office under the Law. 2 That 
we do not believe ic, becauſe we baye ſeen the contrary in our 
own experience. | We obferve Preachers that do train up ſuch 
men asthey find fitted to preach , and luffer and countenance 
them to preach as publikely as themlelyes; and wedo nor find but 
theſe 7p men honor and loye their preachers more then the xe!” 
And we know alſo gifted men, that preach to their families, and 
there 'alwaies preach up the publike calling of their Preachers 
and preaching. and none have ſhewed more reſpe& to both than 
. theſe haye done, nor will or can they, if with theſe common 
'vifts they have the gift of humilicy and love, tell howto ſer light 
F. by Miniſters or miniſtry.” © 3. This is certain, they that honour 
"God ſhall he honoured, x Sam. 2, 30. And if the Preachers 
' careandſhudy bein their Office to honour God, he will honour 
them; bur if they ſtrive for their own honour , and there be atly 
thing of ſelF-in this that makes them ſtick ſomuch herein, we 
ſhall deſire them to preachiwell ro themlelyes theſe, Texts, AT7s 
16. 19, 20. 19.34. John 10þq8, Num. 11. 25. Mark PP 
9. 38. oh» 3. 26. Phil. 1. 16s I7, 18. 4» But _. ney 
their doctrine rather bring forth many dangerous 1nconyenien- kd 
ces and conſequences, we ſhall leave it upon their conſideration. y 


© 4, Nor can'the Preachtrs Office of Miailtry be cver the leſs fp _ 
uſefull or neceſſary for this, for God in wildome and Th . 


- chis-peaple, ill bare-awembole ei, callberorake care 

"of uhe ſouls of bis people, :vrhoare bound toi feed themyin ſeaſon 

" anil ourofeaſon to preaeb, and of whom the people may expe&t 

- andrequireit, andwillnot truſt the careof their louls.onely one 

with another. 

- Ob. 9.) There is.» prowife ef beſſing. nor going with ſuch 
anexerciſe of: Gefes . 

An. \'There-is.a promiſe made of bleſſing to-the right hearing 

and receiving of the word , as.it may b: fromthem. 2, They 

that were 4cattered .upon the perlecurion of WY hen, Aits 

+8, 1:4-Wete Gifted: þxethren( not men in Office )- who went 

. everywhere preaching the word. , and wefinda ble imo WCAt a= 

- Jong with them, 2457s 11:21, For the hand of the Lord wa 

-withthett,. aniand 4 great number believed and turned to 

the Lord. .3- They may as wdl {aythatthere.isno promiſe of 

- _Wlefimg mage or going with the teachings , exhortations, and 

| -of:Chriſtians-uſed one 40/another. - 4. But doubtlels 

eythardo rightlyute theſe means and helps, do find much 


'Ob, to, 7; ve roſes wewer ſaferes any but callea per- 
. Joees joto.preach. 
> Loc: [ Torhis we-days I; We arcnot 0.live by examples 
butbyrule. '2. It was not inthe Primitive nes, nor 15 it 
do oevery where at this 
:Oh. -xx. The tolleration hereof is the cawſe of Spreading 
dani demmddleErrent awd Hereſies., and willproduce more 
| '— »flangeraus effett-y if ſuffered,” Tor motatalnd tamnPreach- | 
L 1005 are ſucks as. deny the cx JUTES 5 Ordinancevs.Pmtic!, Obe- 
E Arence.to Maghhrtes , Sab 
: , eAnſ, We: have pus AQ aubverco:his in pg be- 
6; Sermclaall a 
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3: Werare nb$t0'- believe and take-up allithe evil Reports: 
ebeapofthepropleofGod.. Many haye been-branded for he- 
i are now ir heavyen,. it is: uſual: with Satan. rs; 


# 
* 
YL 


niſeup Il the evilLreports.be can againſt the wayes of God: in 
— of thoſe that are NG. thereby to en people 
fom walking inthoſe wayes:- And bow farre he hath of late 


- prevailed th 

_ pervetleSpitics,. that ifthey.cam hear bur- of one or two im the 
world thatruninto theſe extreams,, to ſcandalize all the peo- 
4. For Magiſtracy we appeal to all-the world, who do more 


Preachers or the Gifted brethren ? | 

5. In the latter dayes many. that pretend” themſelves Chuoſti- 
ans are' meer Hypocrites,, and God will diſcover ſuch ; we 
might upon as good ground reproach Carift and-his. Apoſtles, 
an 


nying Peter, an Ananias and: Sapphira, a Demas, 8c. 
6. The promiſe which Chriſt hath made of ſendihg his Spt= 
dt whereby his- people ſhall beled into all truth, is 2s peculiar 
nin 
itleads.into truth, not error. | S 
Ob: 12, Ir « againſt Goſpel-precepts and order , 1 Tim. 
F. 1. 22. AQs13. 3: —* Ft © 
| Af.  Weknoweof no ſuch. precepts, noris there any thing 
like itin the: Texrs bythem alleged to prove it', nor iS 15 At alt 
29ainſt Goſpel-orger, bur rather agreeable thereunto, a5"WE 
_ Ob. x3. Everyone muſt abide! in lis calling »: 1 Cor.. 7: 
20,, 1-Cor. 12. 149 = 4 
Anſ. Theſe men donot go out of theirealling, Naylers,Tay- 


lors, Weavers, &c#And oifted men do exerciſe their gifts-tO | 


the Churches profic. Boreyery mawhach a general calling) a5 
2 Chriftian, 'and by and within that callipgisthis\work tobe 
done, anda culiavcallingas a; Taylor, gc, He 1s Not _ 
_ onttof Us calling; thats, doing; hiswork, -nomore cthan-when 


” 
« 


not ex officioand in a way of Office.. Thais Tons. 
CTCL) | ; 


Is way, let experience ſpeak. Ard it is uſual with- 
alienate; the peoples affeCtions for our preſent. Governours , the 


the Primitive Churches, . becauſe they hada Judas , ade- 


briftians as to Preachers, and where the Spirit dwels - 


heis praying orreading;-& C. Burbe(as we: have: ſaid) rao 


The Peoples Privilege and Duty guarded, 


fore to little purpoſe for which they are produced, they will ber. 
terſerverojultifie the praftiſe of ſome-gifred- man of another 


rade'that doth ſometimes'exercile his Gift for the profit of the 
the Church, and yet continue in his calling , athing much dif. 
liked by many Preachers. 

Ob. 14 This was to be committed to others , 2 Tim, 
2; > F-©4 ; . 2 AS I 

" Anſ.” This is meant” ofthe Office and calling , which we 
contend not for ; that he ſhould rake care whom he did choole 
for it, The word of Godis committed to the whole Church, the 
pillar and ground of truth: 1 75m. 3. 15. 

'.Ob. x5. They may-require maintenance for their preaches 

#79, And ſo may theſe Gifted men then alſo dv. 

" Anſ. Thatisa Nonſequitur, nor do we affirm it , but the 
the contrary. Give us the ordinance and take you the mainte- 
nance, and ſee you deſerve it. 

* Ob. 16. Theremuſt be mthe Church ſome ſuperiors, 
pt x; ew » ſome eyes, ſomaeares, 'c+c.. as in the natural 
boby. SRD 


Anſwer, Who denieh this; orwhat have we ſaid againſt 
re 5 | 
Objet. 17. Then women and boyes may preach 
Anſw. And fo they might (as we have ſhewed) women 
were there not a ſpeciall probibition againſt it, as there is, I 
Cor, 14. 34. 1Tim. 2. Tt, 12. andas they did before that 
time, x (or. 11. 3. and we know nothing / againſt it at this 
_ day, but that women amoneſt women may if. y have tuch a 
 Giftexerciſe it. And for boyes if Godgive them ſuch a git 
who can forbid them to uſe it. Chriſt at rwelye years old di ſput- 


ed openly, Luke 2. 46. 1 Tim. 4. 42. Let no man diſpiſe 
ES et ee of 
by Ob ject Ce. 18. T his Gift, of opening and applying per p- 


e eſpecially of hard places was onely Temporary , like ſore 
other Gifts iti the Primitive times and is now ceaſed, 

— Anſ. +Ifthat were true which they ſay hercin,it were ſomc- 
thing, : Burmany men haye withour Quet 


| ” TTY Ob.19. 


on at. this day ratc 


gifts and abillicies herein, .,, 1; 
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againſt the Pul pit and Preachert IMeroachment. 
- Ob,:19. It i not- of faith and therefore finfwl.} 0.18 © 
. vg Iris of faith warranted by- Scriptwe ; and therefore 
lawful, | | 

; Ob. 20. T here Are two Ordinances of Parliament it force 
againſt this publique preachinz by men out of office, *, 
- "eAnſ. | We know not well what anſwer to give to theſe 
whiles they are in force, . 1. For the Att ofa gifted mav- heres 
in being in this Circumltance not compulſory buc yoluntary and 
arbitrary, it ſeems reſtrainable by authority, 

2. Andyet it ſeems authority doth connive at it. 

3. Iris very probable the Law-makers will in due time re- 

view thele Laws and conſider how they are-confiitent with the 
Laws of Chriſt, and the Chriſtian Liberties and Privileges , 
and if they find them repugnant thereunto that they may repeal 
them as they have done ſome others. 
4 Theythar doit, much ſubje& themſelyes to- the. Penalty 
of the Law. And truly after all thisfaid, - | This: ſcems to us 
the ſumme of all , and all that can be ſaid, that the exerciſe of 
this Gift of Prophecy, or Scripture Expoſition and Applicati- 
On, in that publique way we ftrive for, is neither ſinful nor dan- 
gerous in the ſpeakers or hearers, But it. is irregular and in- 
convenient untill Authoriry command or allow it, and ſer 
down Rules and give dire&ions for the uſe hereof. The which 
in this time we humbly conceive will be as neceſlary as to give 
Liberty to the exerciſe, leſt ic be abuſed, 


ll eee, 
Pe CE EI "IT 


On YG Can 


AN now having cleered the point, let us(if we > do it eAfv. 

{A without offence)fay a word or two by way of applicati- 

- Oh, And: firſt to our Preachers a word of Expoſtulation. 

' If this bea truth that the Scriptures are as much the peoples 

-asthe Miniſters, that itys a Goſpel-ordinance and means of 

_—_ to expound Scriptures, That the people are to 1nterpret 
them to themſelves andone to another, and that order being 0Þ- 

:fetvedthere is no-reftraing at//all ro beſet upon the people here- 

"in; 'If the word of God preſs upon all mento be ftrong and able 

| L 


for 
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moſt ofthe Preachers are of law fo filent in theſe thino 


" vantage and improvement of ma 


wu: 


for knowledge and gifts, that they\be able to teach,-and hat 


ther; that they be able to give to every man a reaſon of the ho 
that'isin them; yea, that they labour to propheſie, ard for 
this purpoſe that they be fiudious and induſtrious in the word of 
God: that they ſearch and ttudy the Scriptures dayly, meet to- 
theroften, and foexcrcteitheirigifrs, that they 1ay increate 
hem ard profit others by chem.” What is the teaton then that 
S, that 


O 


the people do'fo rarely hearthemtouch upon thete points, thar 


ey are heverheard to prels:the- people to- interpret Sctipures 
or if they do ſpeak atall ro them of theſe things, it isoncly to 
-inveigh bitcerly againſt them that are not of their judgement, 
aid ro afficmthattheincerpretatioh' pf Scripture brlongeth a- 
lone to Preachers, and tharthe c 1on thereof in the people, 
isuſurpation'into 'the Preachers calling, charging with pride 


and ſ{f-conceitedneſs cholethar do ir, that they go about to 


root ovtthe Miniſtry of ithe Golpel, to overthrow ordinances, 
uſurpe/the Miniſterial funStion and affright:them with the curte 
"of Corah;V244, and King Uz1ah, openly ſaying that it is ſin- 
Hull -and'dangerous for private men to expound Scripcures , or 
'hearſachimenſoto:do? That the efficacy of the Miniftery of 
he word doth by Ceds appointmentreſtupon the Miniſters of- 


Fice, Thar nopmare perſon norskilled inthe Tongues and Arts 


may interpret Scriptures, and then alfo but according to the 1ct- 
ter; That perſons thongh never ſo (ingularly gifred with never 


Tomuch caution, may be admitred to preach ; That the Preach- 


ers onely areto interpret, and the heareris to apply their inter- 
retation to his acts of reproying , admonition, comfort , &c. 


har no means but publique pulpit preaching is of any avail to 


'beget orincreafe grace and the like, giying-out that the” private 
ncetings of Ctriftians:(giving timeand place convenient for dil- 


is and many other fingular Chriſtian Duties, and ad- 
lar gifts and-graces) arc 


 'Conventicles, and forbid them, and theexercife of Grfts And 
-theyrhatfaymoſthereincall on men; onely to read the Scrip- 

bures, hear Sermons, and repeat them.” *Ler us appeal to their 
ciences ifrhey have dealt Farthfully with their bei 


-own-copitiences if: 
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ans the Pulpit and Preachers Drcroachment. 

Chuilt hercin in making known the whole Counſel of God 
WI at mean tncy by this doctrine, that people mult. 4. 25 
theie-Minifters , and pin theic faith upon their (houldiers?. and 
wherefore is it? are they afraid the people ſhall know too much? 
or do ey envy that others ſhould know what they know ? or 
do they fear thar gifted men will take away their honour or of- 
fice from them ? Surely thoſe thatare truly gifted will be not a- 
put but for them, and truly there js vg ſuch man that can 
bebtly ſpeak evul of the faithfull' Miniſter” or his office ; wh 

dothey not rather with Pax/, Phil. x. 15. rejoycethat Chril 
is preached, and wiſh with him and 4oſes that all would pro- 
phclic 2 we beg them fart of all to conſider it, how this teach- 


- 20 ap es and Servants. 
2. If this do not coal(t upon the Antichriſtian doctrine, and 
hath been the doctrine cn of the Antichriftan Biſhops 
and Prieſts that taught the Expoſition of Scripture to belong a- 
lone to the Clergy and not to the Laity. | That the Lay-men 
mult not read the Scriptures for fear of errors ; And others thar 
were more reaſonable therein, that none but Gentlemen aad 
Scholars muſt read them , and that onely to teach their fami- 
lies not to diſpute with their Prieſts , and queſtion, the Dogtrine 
of the-Church, - You know with what difficulty we haye gotten 
the free uſe of the Scriptures from them, 
- I, We could. not havethem at all, 
2. Wecould not haye them butin Latire, 
i 3, In Engliſh as haxdas Latine. 
4+ In Engliſh but without notes, And now our Preachers 
will not have us expound them. In the third place, we Pay 
them to conſider the miſchief and dangerous conſequence of tais 
reaching and practiſe, for by this they ſtifle the gifts and graces 
- of Gods Ipixit, caule them to be hid and put under a buſhel 
Which ſhould be lifted up and fpread abroadro all men , they 
\Aifcourage men (backward enough in a cage in the doing 
orcight doing of many ſingular Chriſtian Duties,they take them 
off from the ule of fingular helps and means of grace, they top 
..the Fountains of living waters hinder our ſweet diſcourte and 
-logiery wich our deareſt friend 4 why do they keep us from the 
*; - L2 | 0 


S; 2 pe pH '* doth agree with the teaching and practice of 


15 


Aark 9. 
38. 
Num.11, 
28,29. 


> 3} 
"1, PER 
x 


"Pf hepropler Privilege ard Paty guarded, 


foodbf erethal life, *andtake from us our Mgr Chart pur- 

chaled by1 cheblood 6FChrift ? Why-&s chey (hip Chriſts At. 

"ind caute 849 g0'cut-naked and-unarmed to 

fibhewvith ourenemy?* © Why Ie theynot let us go into Chriſts 

banquetinghoute, and'raft oral his daivry preparations there? 

he'Wovld have nothino thereof Kept: from us, -or of all his crea- 

forand! riches- -hid, {but Ht We-ſhould' tec id all; Why- do 

tliey bethink3 ir>-why: wire Þ not TeviiSlee etx ent if, Chrilts 

WR by bis Teſkment and Ta(tawilt; and the meaning of all the 

TN: Ae Evilile pf our: deareit hebark; ? What cannot one ordi- 

'_ nayce of God ard means: of 'orACE | (be exalted and magnified 

2 Lan without the” diforac&and | tl Ns down of another * /o mult We 

- - 1» hnyeinear, df nkand <oches, Ge notear, drink and pur it of? 

mult all men bc skilled in their trades, aged CheiRians onely be 

16noratit? well let them ſee to it leaſt whiles the fioht againlt 

| a'truch of God, to ſe: -up chemlelves they benor Gund fiohters 

49. anſt PX that they caltnor {tumblin blocks in 'the- w ayes 

Sf Grid people. ' > That they do not 80 Jour to root 1p what 

Go4 hath | keg, and water ſuch plants as: God will root up. 

We wiſh Faith the Apoſtle in .anocher cale, 2 7im. 4 16, 
That it be not laid to rheir charge. 

"Our next word of Application to-the Preachers; is of cntrea- 
ty, Weehtreat thern'as Fathers; 1; That they be not grieyed of 
troubled, butrather that they' rejoyce that God hath put his 
Spirit upon and give this oft of cpoglidey to others as themlelves, 
as P1ldid, Phil. 1. 18. and wiſh this to all Gods people 
as he ang Moſer did, I Ce T4: x: 25,124 a Nun: IT. 
25. 
hep Thit they as not hate burlowe vified men Fethis, for 
to hate 1s to murtber,. - And that they do not diſpiſe, but rather 
-honor thele gifted mien,the more for this,that God hath beſtowed 
this Gift upon them. ' For x.' Herein are they: made fo farre 
forth like to the Preathers: in.6fce/ and ifin any- thing they do 
' excelPothers,” iis in this Gift, 'x Pe/- 4; 14.) 2, By this they 
_——— ; ought tobe” the mote glorious and honourable in the account 
- of all good men, Pſaliio5: 15; Num. £1.25. Afts 17.11: 
EE. 3: To defpile the Servants of Chriſt for any cauſe whacſoc- 
"7 : et eſpecially foc. the gpodithar Godhath wrouphr in them 1s ve- 
: ry 
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againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachment. 
very finful and dangerous; at. 18; to 10; 16: Rom.'14. 
3. I'Cor.. 11. 22. 16. It," Famer 2.16, "4," Trhathnot 
been the mind and cariage of Chriſt and - Chriftians-bur of their 
enemies lo to do, ar. 12, 20. Joby 7.48. 3 Joha v.89, 
ts IV. 3, 26, | Tl 
3. We beg them not to deſpiſe this Gift of Prophecy, not to 
reckon.them or .it inconſ{iderable,orrefule to hear them, burthar 
they cheriſh and countenance'it,and give them the hearing as fac 
as they may tor theſe reaſons, r.This is commanded 17h. .20. 
2, This hath. been che mind and making of Chriſt and Chri- 
ftians, Mat, 12. 20. Num. 11. 25, 1 Cor. 14.31. 35- 
Job would hear his feryanrs reaſoning with him, 'Fo6: '31..14., 
Dzvid a King deſires that any of his righteous lubje&ts would 
reproye him 1f they ſaw him faulty, Pſa/. 141. 5. Apolles 
was a man mighty in the Scriptures and an Eloquent man, and 
ct he did nor diſdain to be further inſtructed in the way of God 
y. Aquila and Prifcilla his wife, Atts 18, 2. 26, The Apo- 
file Pau! tells us, tharhe did expet as well to receive fomewhar 
from as to impart ſomewhat to the Romans when! he came a- 
mongſft them, and hetells us of men and women that herecet- 
ved help from in the Goſpel, Rom. 1. It, 12. Rom. 16. 3. 


'ICar. 16. 16. Phil. 4. 3. 3 John v.-$.. 3. Muchbene- 
fic and advantage will in, all likelihood accrew: hereby 


both to the Preachers themſelyes , the Gifted men they hear,and 
others that hear them. To the Preachers, for by. this means 
they may be throughly &certainly informed both of the men and 
their opinions, and perhaps they may receive ſome good from 
them. Tothe oifted men, for if the Preachers perceive any 
thing a miſs in them or their dottrines, hereby they may have op- 


rtunity and take occafion to reprove and condemn it, and by | 


this may hap ly cure them of it. To the people, for by this in 
caſe he vent AN doerine to them, the Preacher hath an oppet- 
runity.to confute and condemn it, and to forewarn them of the 


_ perill thereof. To this we might on'the other fide ſhew all the 


inconvenicies and miſchief that doth come by the contrary z 
whereof there is woful experience in every place where ſuch men 


018; - 


"We have done with the Preachers if taey will give Us mw 


A plica, %. 


.but.tomind them of this one Scripture 
ont: of her. my people, that ye be ror partakets of her ſins, and 
' that yerecerve not of her plagues; with thoſe pRalell places, 
Jer. yi. 49. and 50. 8, andEſay 52. 11. Depart ye, de- 
| part yeout from them, touch no unclean thing, get ye out of 
the mAdft of her , be clean ye that bear the vejels of the Lord, 
' And their own. expoſition thereupon (chat is) he -warneth the 


The Peoples Privilege and Duty guarded, 
» Kev. I8. 3, 4, Come 


faithful not to polluce therafelycs with Babyloniſh ſuperſtitions, 
for thatthey ate called to be Spiritual Prictts, a caution neyer 
more ſeaſonable than at this time , wherein maid their old 
popiſh 1 <FRPPY opinions and practices as falt as they do 
their right hands ard their right eyes. And what they Oe. 
a and before they be parted from them, God onely 
knowerh., | 


That we have to lay by way of Application to our Gifted 
brethren, is this, by way of caution to wiſh them to look to 


- theſe things, © 2. If they ſhall rake upon them; to exercile this 
* Gifc in any more publique or eminent way, that they be lure 
-before hand of their ability and fitneſs thereuntg.. For it is 


poſſible and eaſfie for them to think themſelves ſufficient for this 


Work, and not to be ſo indeed, nor to be thought to be to by 
- others, x Cor. 14. 39, a$sthoſe Exorcifts did caſt out devils, 
' Atts 19. 13, 145 15, 'I6, 17. Andit is commonly oblery- 
ed at the meetings of Chriſtians, where this(order if we may call 
- it order) is obſerved, that whoſocyer will may exerciſe his Gitt 
herein, that thoſe that wort can will firſt of all offer themlclves, 
-and thofe that can do better and more are moſt backwatd ; like 
empty veflels they ſound moſt, whiles thoſe that are full make 
-teſsnoiſe, andlike light cares of Cora pick moſt above the reſt 
'thatarefull and weigbry. It is propheſied Zach, 13. 4. that 


in Golpel-times the men that are-no Prophets indeed, ſhall be 


"aſhamed of, and renounce their prophecie , and ſhall ſay, / a” 
"#0 Propher, 1 ans a bnsbandman, 5c. 


-herein therefore our advile is., till an order and diſciplin 


be ſetup and vſed, that they take care rotry and examine them- 


- 


_ elves, and defire to be tryed and examine by others fit and a- 


them trytheniſelyes, and be tryed in theſe. things, 3, If ny 


ble to Judge of their fitneſs for the work. And eſpecially [er 
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* _ againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachwent. 
 beſfound intbe aith; for if they be corrupt and poyloned , 
will-corcupt and mt Sane 2. of ru billy and 2 
to propheſie; for 1fit be bur weak, and nomore than ordinary , 
iris berrec for them to exerciſe their Gifts onely amongſt them 
that areweaker than themſelves, in a morgygivate way , or in 
their own family, 8c. 

2. If they take upon them to do this part of the Preachers of- 
fice, and to come lomewhat neer them in likenels of office, that 
then they labour to be ſuch as theſe men in office ſhould be, chat 
isthey are or ſhould be, x, In doctrine and peaching purezuacor- 
rupt and ſound, fincere and upright, 1olid and weighty, and 
that they carefully avoid all ale, vain, ficedlels, cndlels and 
fruitleſs driputes, and that they vent nothing beſides or again(t 
- the Trath, Tit. x. 9. 2. 7, 8. 1 Tir, I. 30. 2 7508. 


3 19S. 479, Te. 3.1.7. 14 i, 4% 6- 3 5. 


20, 3 79, 2. 32. 1 Tar, 2..7. 1 {or. 4 To #. Af 

that they bein themlelyes holy, wiſe, modelt , chaft, -tempe- 
rate, grave, faithful, mcek, bumble, patient, peaceable, cha= 
ritable and loving, 1 Tim, 3. 2. 2 Tim, 2. 22, Tit, 1.2. 
And in their whole converſation that they be unblamable, a 
pattern and example of 000d works to others, x Tir. 4. 7. 
Tit, 2. 7, 1 Pet. 5. 2, leſt if otherwiſe it be objected to 
them as in Rom. 2. 21. Thos that teacheft another, teach- 
e#t tl ou not thy ſelf, ec. andleſt when they have preached 
to others, themſelves be reiefted and diſallowed 1 Cor 9. 27. 
- +3. That they have not an oyer-bigh conceit, and be not ta- 
ken with admiration of their own perſons and Gifts, to think 
that they have all knowledge, that they can teach all men, and 
none can teach them any thing but what they know already, I 


Cor. $. 1. 1 Tim. 3. 6, left being lifted np with yriae fall 


into the condemwationof the Devill, 1 Tim. 6, 4. for ſuch 
_ men Know nothing,or knoweth nothing, 2s they ought to know, 
"Ie 4 

* That they be not forward to put themſelyes forth in the 
exerciſe of their Gifts, leſt ir be faid of them , they go betor 
they be ſent, butrather to wairfor ſome call and inyitation tO 1t 
Tomethes, + - 5 2-54 
* 5.” That in the exerciſe of theis Gift they take care to kvep 


themlſelyes 


before 


Aplica, 2: 


"theintryrheniſelves, and be cd in theſe things, x, If they 
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The Peoples Privilege and Duty guarded, 
.but.to-mindthern of this one Scripture,. Rev. 18. 3, 4, Come 
ont: of her my peoples that ye be wor partakets of her ſins, and 


that yerecerve not of her plagues; with thole pealell places, 
Jer. yt. 49. and 50. 8, and Eſay 52. II. . Depart ye, de- 


part ye ont from them, touch no unclean thing, get ye out of 
the midſt of her , be clean ye that bear the veſſels of the Lora, 


And their own expoſition thereupon FO0e is). he -warneth the 


faithful not to pollute themfelycs with £3. {jag luperſtitions, 
for thatthey are called to be Spiritual Prictts, a caution neyer 


-more ſeaſonable than at this time, wherein men bold theit old 


iſh ft itious- opinions and ices as faſt as they do 
Ba he deed take nah MY what they a fu 
fer and before they be parted from them, God onely 
knowerh, | 

That we have to ſay by way of Application to our Gifted 
brethren, is this, by way of caution to wiſh them to look to 


- theſe things, - x. If they ſhall rake upon them, to exercile this 
* Gifc in any more publique or eminent way, that they be lure 
- before hand of their ability and fitneſs thereuntg,. For it is 


poſſible and eafie for them to think themſelyes ſufficient for' this 
work, and not to be ſo indeed, nor to be thought to be to by 
others, x Cor. 14. 39. asthoſe Exorcifs did caſt out devils, 


" Atts19. 13, 14, 15, 'I6, 17. Andit is commonly oblery- 
ed at the meetings 

- it order) is obſeryed, that whoſoever will may exerciſe his Gift 
herein, that thoſe that wort can will fickt of all offer themlelves, 
-and thoſe that can do better and more are moſt backwatd ; like 
-empryeffels they found moſt, whiles thoſe that are full make 
-telsnoiſe, and like light cares of Corn pick moſt above the reſi 
- thatarefull and weighty. Iris prophefied Zach, 13. 4. that 


of Chriſtians, where this(order if we may call 


in Goſpel-times the men that are-no Prophets indeed, ſhall be 


- aſhamed of, and renounce their prophecie ,, and ſhall ſay, 7 ar 


=: And bercin'thetefore our advile is, till an order and diſciplin 


be ſetup and uſed, that they take care totry and examine them- 


_"felves, and defire to be tryed and examine by others fit and a- 


ble co Judge of their fitneſs for the work. And eſpecially ſer 
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againſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachwent. 

; befoind intheÞFairh; for if they be corrupt and poyloned , 

willcorrupt and 6 Bone le, 2. ofthe bully and w_— 

to7 ie; for ifit bebut weak, and nomore than oxdinary , 

iris berrer for them to exerciſe their Gifts oncly amonoft them 
that areweaker than themſelves, in a morggFivace way , or in 
ther own family, 8c. . . 

2, If they take upon them to do this part of the Preachers of- 
 fice, and to come lomewhat neer them in likenels of office , that 
then they labour to be ſuch as thele men in office ſhould be, that 
is;they are or ſhould be, x, In doctrine and peaching pureguacor- 
cupt and ſound, fincere and upright, folid and weighty , and 
that they carefully avoid all idle, vain, flcedlels, endleis and 
fruitleſs driputes, and that they vent nothing beſides or againſt 
the Trath, Tir. 1. 9. 2. 7, 8. 1 Tim, I. 10. 2 7m. 
0 3-289: $. 27. Tr. 3. 1.7. 4 79% fo Jo O- 3-: $o 
26, 3 Tow. 2. 24 1 7a. 2.7. I {or, 4 Is 8. Agd 
that they bein themlelyes holy, wite, modeſt, chaft, tempe- 
rate, grave; faithful, meek, bumble, patient, peaceable, cha= 
ritable and loving, 1 7im, 3, 2. 2 Tim, 2. 22, Tit, 1.2. 
And in their whole converſation that they be unblamable, a 
pattern and example of 600d works to others, x Tim. 4. 7. 
Tit, 2. 7, 1 Pet. 5. 2. leſt if otherwiſe it be objected co 
them aSin Row. 2, 21. Thos that teacheft another, teach- 
eft t] ou not thy ſelf, ec. andleſt when they have preached 
to others, themſelves be reiefted and diſallowed x Cor 9. 27. 

-3- That they have not anoover-high conceit, and be not ta- 
ken with admiration of their own perſons and Gifts , to think 
that they have all knowledge, that they can teach all men, and 
none can teach them any thing but what they know already , I 
Cor. $. 1. 1 Tim. 3. 6, left being lified npwith yride fall 
intothe condemyation'of the Devill, 1 Tim. 6. 4. for ſuch 
' men know nothing,or knoweth nothing, as they ought to Know, 
"Ls 8. 2. 

Cn That they be not forward to put themldlves forth in the 
exerciſe of their 'Gifts, leſt it be faid of them, they go before 
| ny beſent, but rather to wairfor ſome call and myitation tot 
Irom others, | 

5.” That in the exerciſe of their Gife they take care to Keep 


themſelyes 


, « : 


The Peoples Privilege and Dnty guarded, 

7 themſelyes within the limitations we have. b:fore ſet down that 

_ they doxtin lovingaad peaceableway, that they do it lober. 

ly, burably, mcdeltly , decently, and orderly, without giving 
yutt offence or doing hurt to any' of the people of Chriſt, and 

' withoutdoing anypezudice to the eſt of the ordinances of 
Chriſt, And amongſt the reſt we wiſh that when they find ir 
will be yery offenſivethat” they decline the meeting place and 


pulpitand exerciſe gHewhere, 

+6, That they do not in the exerciſe of their Gift affect or uſe 
hich, range and unuſuall notions and expreſſion that their heare 
ers, nay perhaps themſelyes cannot under{tand , but thar they 
hold forth their Golpel-rruths in Scripture phraſes, For they 
cannot betterexpreſs Gods mind in his word than in his own 
terms and phraſes, | And the true and right preaching of the 
-Word is'to open/it , that is to make it more plain and eatie, and 
'not ta make it/more obſcure. - And he: that. by preaching will 
get into the will and affections, mult firſt get into the under- 

Rtandine part of the ſoul, 1 Cor.14. 14, 15, 199 20. 
Ln. 10.16. 9, They mu ſee to it they do _ Ws Preachers , and de- 

| pile thera, | | 

8. That they do not in their preaching preach down and dil- 
Face but preach npand-magnifie preaching and preachers in 
e and other Gifted men, Phil.--1.- 18, 1 Thef. 5. 
"I5. And in their praiſe that they. hear others as they 
would haye others hear them. That they. delpiſe not 
*Propheſying nor them that do prophecy 1 7519..4. 12. Tit. 2 


+ Buthere co juſtify their refuſal.to hear others they have this to 
ſay. That thoſe they refuſe to hear are no Preachers in office. 

'T hey are not duly called, E 
.-. Towhichwe Anfiver.. +1, If this were true which they can 
E- _  « hardly make good, yet.are they to be heard. - For the good actl- 
=_ ons of Miniſters done in their Callings are to be allowed though 
3 __ not well called, For as a good entrance; into an Office 
. *dothnotalwaies make the Aion good by him that is in the 
-- Office, {o a bad entrance into'the Office doth not alwaies make 
the Aﬀtion of him that is in the Office bad. The. Scribes and 
” Phatiſces were ſome of them nor-of the Tribe of Levi , and 


came 
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_ againſt the Pul pit and Preachers Tneroachment. 
, Eamieinto their offices (as itis faid ) by bribery and cortupti 
and yet Chriſt chargeth the people ro own andto hearthem, 
_ Mat. 23. 1,2,344, | 
2, Ifthey be not officers, and ſo to be heard, what letteth 
but that they” may be heard as Gifted brethren? :Andifour 
Gifted brethren would be heard of others, ler them hear others 
who are doubtleſs as well gifted as theraſelyes, 

O6. But lay they, The preachers in Office are wont to rail 
againſt good men and good things, and therefore they caunot 
endure to hear ther. 

Azxſ. To this we lay, yet hearthem, 1. For happily they 
may not rail at that time, 2. ſomething of good will proba- 
bly fall from them that they may be the better for, and they 
that hear haye power to judge, and may takethe good and re- 
fuſe the evill, And beſides there are many good ules to bemade 
of their hearing that evil they reject (ny others) by this 
means they have adyantage to deal with them for their miſcarri- 
age therein, and happily they may win them, ar. 18. Is. 
2. It may make us abhorre the ſame thing in our ſelves which 
we {ce to beſo loathſome in others, 3. Bur we muſt hear them 
notwithſtanding',1o Chriſt commands in that place, Mat. 23. 
I, 2, 3, Nonecouldrail more bitterly and baſely than the 
Scribes and Phariſees did againlt good men and good things, yet 
they muſt be heard ; And now that our Gifted men may keep 
themſelyes within theſe bounds, our advice to them 1s, that they 
labour to'get and orow in Grace as well as in Gifts, and elpect- 
ally chat they labour to grow in theſe rwo graces, Humility 
and Love, Phil.2. 3. 

1. Humility and meckneſs will make men like little 

_ Children, Mar. 18. 4. to think better of others than 
chemſelyes, and preter others before themſelves, Dre 14- 75 
8;' 9, To,'11. Luke 18.13, 14, 15, This will make us 
bear lone one with another, and ſupport one another, Epbef. 

4. 2. a'thing very well becoming the Ele& of God, Col. 3.12. 
_ +2. Lowe. Ofthisthe Apoſiledoth {peak to this very purpoſe, 
r Cor. 13. 1,2;  Theugh I ſpeak, with the tongues of men 
and Angels, and have not love, T am as 4 ſounding braſs of 


tinkling Cimball, And thongh 1 had the gift of prophecy, ana 
|: MX knew 


3 


'-,." 3, Our:-next 
people by way of Admonigion os Adyite to thele things. 
+= 4,” 7. Tharthey benot diſcouragedor:-taken off by the dotrine 
: of theſe times from their duty in the careful and conſtatit-Srudy of 
the word of God ,. but that they meditate therein day and nigat, 
« and grow thereby as/Trces planted by the Rivers of water ; Pſa. 
$ "13.2. *2, Pet. 3; 18. that they grow to be men in know- 
=  ledeey-able to teach others, 1: Cor, 14, 20. Heb. 5. 12. 
3 '  Bythis,amongſtother benefitstheyſhall reap: by. it , they ſhall 
beableto judge of the (tate of the controveriie;, *and find out the 
teiith of the- matter herein. now-under diſpute. , 
== -_. +2, That'they do well employ and exerciſe that gift of know- 
JR © *Hedgeof the word which bycheir Rudy they have attained. And 
—— it they hayeindeed any Gift of prophecy, and are able to teach 
others, that according to their talenc herein they do foe, 
- 3. Thattheydo byallmeans bytheir prefence and otherwiſe 
countenance and bear up the preachers office and preaching, and 


A” thoſe that arefaitbfull therein, againſt the Levelling doQrine- of 
Ws luch menas indeayour to lay Magiſtracy & Miniſtery in the dult. 
=. * | 44 Thattheydoallobytheitpreſence andootherwiſe counte- 
8. '. Ranceand cheriſhother men Gifted indeed+ and Godly withall, 


= .._ andtheirſobermoderate-and' regular exerciſe of their Gifs in 
FF - ., fuchmanneraswehavebefore ſer down, | and be not perfwaded 
EE. thativis unlawſull, finfull, anddangerousſ6to” do , as ſome 
ofthe Preachers have taught'us: with: very' litle-reaſon , for if 
ople muſt+be' aſſured of the lawfull external- call df all 
ch they hear preachs\ chey muſt bear but few , and'our 
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againit the Pulpit and Prexchers 


hear or learn from anyothers, - 
xarto be affeted-with high and france noti- 
elt10ns. | | 


We cannot underſtand any 


" 
" 
: FEE «& ” 
| e F 


cellency which will ap- 


If they find them to be 


ſuch magmer of men, our advice is this, that they donot by any 


means countenance them, but that they do itt admoniſh then, 


and ſee if they can cure them, and ifthey cannot by their” con- 
fail, our adyice is that they decline chem art leaſt for a time, for 
as theirmuch following and hearing of them occaſionally in- 


creaſeth this evill in them, ſorhe forb 


exting and 'giying over to 


hearthem , may probably cure them thereof, We muſt ficeds 
blame thoſe men then, who will go from their own home and 
Miniſter (an able ard godly man) many miles to hear ſuch 
vifred man, and haye fuch men onely in admiration , 7d? v. 
*76, we cannot bur ſuſpe& fuch men that either they are or 


ſhottly they will be ſuch manner of men as their 
are. * Some ſuch kind of men the Apoſtle *Ipe 


oifred brethren 
1ks of, 2 Tim. 


4.34.7 hey will nat endure ſound dottrine, but after their own 
Inf ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, h wing itching 


'eares, andth 
"5. Our ll 


i 


adviſe to : the reſt of the peo 


ſhall turn-away their eares from the truth, 770. 
ple-is , that they 


Ub nor cheriſh or countenance the bitter diviſion , preachings 
"and inveRiyes of the Preachers againſt the oifted men; or of the 


"Gifted men againſt the Preachers, bur that 
'rhakt and'keep peace and friendſhi 
cation 15tO' 


may 


to 


4. Our laft word of Appli 


if 


they do what they 


between them. 
the Sints, Preach- 


Cx5 


SER ' heartis, - 
 frujr oreffet" that ean'cortie by the 
bliſhing of this-doRtrine, -bur that'thereby mea will bedtivth 
n/hearingat all, 'or will be"drawn'to hear withlicthe'or to 
fruit orprofic. - But rezeRting this dotrine' ler thein hear them. 
Bur of the otherfide where they have ſuch -pretenders 'to Gifts, 
and they-perceive them to be cortupt and heretical, and therein 
mcurableby Admonition,thatthey decline them, 77. 3. 0. 
perceive them to be men that are felf-admirers, and 
puff:d up with a:conceit of their own ex 
x; If they 'refuſero 
2. If they ap 
ons and ey 
3. If rhey ſpeak much in the diſpraiſe of the Gifts of others, 
And ih theptaiſe of cheir own oifts, 


a 


ww 


 TheProple etl ads Duty guarded, 


> _ ers, Gifted men andothersz, Apdthisis. a wordof Exhortati. 
SR. By Lpelwaſion, [12 That becaule toevery work: this is to 


- Ne, |there mult berime. and ny and-they have much 
k - wor, todo! r, andthiswork is of yery great importance 
2 | Rodevights. and that which cannot otherwiſe be done, or be 

welldone butin and by their. Aſlemblings and- mectings toge- 


ther, the ore that they have a better opinion. hereof, and do 
more. frequent the fame.;; For doubtlets as there is a Spirituall 
and intervall gathering together of the Saints to Chritt by faith 
# through the Spirit, £phe. I. 10. 2 Theſſ, 2.1, 1 Cor. 1. 
A ' I, 2. &c. Ephe. 4. 1, 2. &c. Ardone to another in love, 
x Jobs. L..3./-6.. - Sothere-is os cught. to be an external and. 
© | ml ihgs meeting and gathering together of them at 
certain times and in Certain places, to certain holy ends and pur- 
poles in thele mectings. | The which che Saints have uſed and 
. muſt uſe in all rimes,' Joh» 20. 19. Acts 12. 12. 14. 27. 
"© Core5, 4: Ati 2.1. 46, At: 20424, 25. 9. 19. 1 Cor, 
I4+. 233 Te. Io, - Not forſakirg. the. aſſembl.ng of our 
Jhwes rogether, as the manner of ſome is. But exhirims ne 
' ant hers&c. 
If -now it be, demanded who -muſt uſe and frequent thelc 
" meetings. , We anſwer,..the profefed and appearing Saints and 
people of God, Heb.. 10..,23.. 25. The Diſciples of Chrilt, 
46 ; Att 1, IS. 2-244. And ſuch as do meet mult be carctull 
* - theylive like Saints, Eſay 1. 1 3.+xE5.. If it be asked when 


. thele ſhould meet, we anfiver , they ſhould meet in times of 
Wo. peaceand proſperity, for then they have work to do together , 

Hi if nothing elle, to praiſe the Lord. Bur elpecially they are tO 
4 meer in times of perſecution or other adverſiry. And they may 


mcet by night or day. They may meet as. they have occaſion 
=... _  uponanydayof the week, But eſpecially they are to meet 
2 upon the Lords day, Jobs 20. 19. Afts. 2. 1, 45.47 Act. 
— - - ASS T3535 you. 2. I5.- If it be asked where they 
ſhou meet, we anſwer, th may meet where they will, and 
where the Airy lafely be ba ry do 'the.work they-come about 
=: 4 wo bance. In Churches ny are called bouts, 
—_ "6, 6. "Fu beackedbow thele: mexcing wultbe ordered and 
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I gainſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachmegt. 
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19" 20. Acts-I. 14. I Cor. It. 17, 4, Theworks they 
do there muſt be orderly and regular, x Cor. chap. 12. 13. 
and 14, If it be asked why we are to ſer up and continue 
theſe meetings, we anſwer, 1, Becaule cney ate commanded, 
1 Pet. 1. 17, Heb, io. 25. joel 1,14, 2, Gods people 
have alwayes uſed chem, Eccle, 12. Il. Ezck, 44. 24. 
Amos 5. 21, Jo. 20, 19. Aits 12, 12. 1 Cor. 5. 4. 
* 12.14. 3. They are of (ingular uſe and adyautage both in 
reference to the olory of God, and the good of Saints, For by 
FF thisthey have opportuaity mightily to further both, Heb.10.2 $, 
f If it be asked co what end theſe meetings are to be continued, 
and what is to be done in thein ; we antiwer, they are not to. 
meer to do they know not what, as thoſe, AF. 10. 32. Nor 
are they to meet to de miſchief, as to ha:ch or promote Trea- 
{ons again(t States, or miſchief againſt the Church, or any other 
wickedneſs whatſoever, as thol'e At. 4. 26, 27. Kev. 29. 8. 
Pſal. 86. 14. Jer. 5. 7. But they are to meet together for 
the better performance of their Chriſtian Duries, and Exerciles of 
their Chriftian Gifts and Graces; as for the keeping of Solemn 
Falt-dayes. For the preaching of the word anc adminiſtrati- 
on of the Sacraments, A. 20. 7. 2. :46. For the ſolemn 
ſeeking of God by prayer and ſupplication, At. 12. I2. At, 
4+ 23» 24, 25. Act. 1. 4 Fortherclating of Gods mer- 
cies, and a ſolemn thanksgiving for them, Act, 12. 12. 17: 
I4. 27. 21. 17, 18, 19. 2. 42. £111. 1. FortheEx- 
erciſe of the gifts and graces of privare Chriſtians one amongſt 
another, x Cor, 14. 30,39. Foxcontererice, and conſideration and 
determination of points of do&trine,and marrers to be done-in the 
Church, A#.15.6. And for the Exercile of Ecclchaſticall dilct- 
pline in the Chuch. A. 15.6. 1Cor.5.4. — 
.- Ifitbe aid that we have thele AEM in Plane , ks 
anſwer, that theſe generall and promiſcuous meetings as tney 
ordered-witfhs, Mi Al the ends, not bring forth all 


he 
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Fay of both theſe therefore as Chit in atiorher cate, 14a 
"23. 23. theſe things onglt ye to hive done, and nxt to huve 
teft the other wndoxe. *Letus then again be exhorted , 


| Sievoplerrovotiige wh Duty: puarced, 
the bentfirs ro Geds prople of theſe mectings werrearof, We 


' x. To have # better opinion'of them. 
2, Tolovethem, £.Pct. 2. 17." Live the brotherhood. 
- 3: To cheriſh, uphold arid increaſe them amongſt others, 
- 4. Frequent them our ſelyes. 
- 5, Contintue {o to do, and fot break it off, Heb.1o.25.For 
Motives herein beſides what we have ſaid cake theſe. 
' x. Wicked men havetheir Aſſemblies and' meerirgs to fur- 


-therevil, Rev.20.B. Aft 4, 25, 26,27. P[:; 2. 1-ecr. 5.7. 


'2. The devil labours with all his might to prevent andto* 


h | © 


"break them. : 

- 3, Theyate of fingular uſe , profic and adyantage to Gods 
:ptople. * For by this hey 
In prayer, Aft 5 4. 27, - 24, '25- A532. 1.-* And if the 


have opportunity to unite their forces 


E ) of one + US Man avail lo mich 9 What will the pra y- 


ers of ſo many righteous men united together do? Jam. 5. 16, 
F7. Joh. 16. 23. Mar. 18. 19, 20. As 2. 1. 4. 22. 


Thele were the prayers that did ſhake the hotfe , 4s 2. 7, 2. 
4. 22. 24. by this they will qed 3 cages Hopes to know 


each others condition, to watch over orit another, and to per- 


form many Chriſtian duties required from thery-one rowards a- 
'nother,and fo to exerciſe their Chriſtian Gifts' ard Graces one 
amongſt another; 'as ro Teach, Exhort 5 Reproye , comfort 
and encourage one another y Hebrews 16. 44; 25, 26. Afts 
4. from v. 23. to the end. By this the Gifts ind Graces of Gods 
poopnigictly cheriſhed andencieaſed, and hey 


| | quickned 
up and proyoked to good, as alſo preſeryed and kept from evill, 
Heb. To. 25, 26," 27." &c.' 'Fecleſ.' 4.''9, to, 115 12 


- 4. Thoſe meetings were propheſredto be in theGoſpel-times, 


Eſa) 4. 5. 


5. God hath in all rimes declared himſelf ro be well pleaſed 
with them. There hath Chriſt promiſed to'be, 24ar. 18. 19; 


26,” There bath Chriſt appeardd; Toby 26: 9; 20; | There 
Are the breathings of Chriſts Spicir, Joby 50. 3g, 
'2, 1. Thereis Chrifls peace beltowed ;- Toby 201g; There 


Spirit, Fob» 20.” wg, 20. As 


is 


Fl 


| again ſt the Pulpit and Preachers Incroachwent. 


is protection, and there ſhall be dire&ion , Eſay 4. 5. Exra 
8. 21, 22, 23. +Atts 12. 5, 12, There eyen whiles jthey 
were praying, they receive the thing prayed for. 

+ This Will evidence to us that we (al be of the generall 
Aſſembly of Saints in heayen, and that we ſhall there meer 
withthem never to part again , but for eyer to fit down there to 
ſing praile and Halle/niah tothe Lord, Heb. 12. 73. eat, 
8. 11. Rev. 4. 2. 

Our laſt word 1s to all forts of Saints in a way of Ap- 
plication , That they would endeayour to be and live 18 u- 
nity, love,and peace, in the very words, x Cor. I. 10, Now 
1 beſeech you brethren by the name of our Lord Jeſm Chrift, 
that yes all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no divi- 
frons amongſt you, aud thar ye be perfeftly joyned together mm 
the ſame mind and in the ſame judgement, and that in 1 Per, 3, 
8. Finally my brethren, be of one mind,one ſuffer with another, 
love as brethren, be pitiful, be Cyrteons, And that in 1 Cor, 
I3}. IT. Finally brethren, farewell, be perteft, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, live in peace , and the God of Love 
and peace ſhall be with you. And this God of his mercy grant, 
Amen. 


